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PREFACE TO T CHEAP EDITION.

[ very willingly meet. the flattering request—pre-
ferred by many cowespondents unknown {o me—for
the ssue of a cheap edition of “ Robert Blake? My
-unknown friends are pleased to think its wider perusal
will do good: if so, the whole merit is due fo the
theme,  Blake 1s the very model of a British sailor—
gentle, pious, resolute, and fearless. My purpose in
writing the book was to make known to a wider cirele
the simple virtue, the deep religious fecling, and the
woderate views of a man whose eupreme nilitary and
naval genius place him in the highest class of great
captains,  Few readers have leisure for the perusal of
manuscript state papers and family records, or even for
a study of the brighter and more amusing procession
of salires, culogies, and proclamations ol a past age.
Few, therelore, have known anything o Blake beyond
the vague wnd slender ontline drawn b Clarendon and
the roynlisl.-writcrs ; and the man who, next to Crow-
well, was the foremost personage in England during the
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most troubled and glorious part of the seventecnih
century, has been M8theomoresthan ggcolossal name.

The defender of Lyme and Taunton—the chastiscr of
Rupert—ihe conqueror ot *VmTromp, De Ruiter, and
De Witt—the hero of Porto Ferino and Santa Cruz—
the negocintor with Taly—the liberator of Cliristian
slaves—descrved to be better known. The detail of
his life was as beautiful as the aggregate was glorious.
Blake’s ruling principle—like that of a man cqually
illustrious in our own day—was dnty. When somc
of his captains® wished to revolt against Cromwell, he
replied, “It is not our business to mind State affaigy
but to kecp forcigners from fooling us.”  Blak
approved of Cromwell’s usurpation; but he w.
ing Tromp, then at the head of a powerful fétt, and any
hesitation in the navy would have been Msastrous to his
country. Ilis words became as fpfhous in the navy
of that time, as' the device “ Ehgland expects every
man will do his duty” became in the days of onz
fathers,

Onc part of the naval carcer of Blake is of stiking
interest. He was the first man who broke through the
old delusion that ships could not attack battcrics. On
three memorable occasions Blake attacked stone walls—
at St. Mary’s, at Porto Ferino, and at Santa Cruz—and
each time with complete success. Contemporaries at
first thought {im mad, as contemporarics often {link
men of genius} and the enemics whom he destroyed
behind their granite walls, consoled themselves with*
saying he was the devil. Even after his death, the
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wonder did not ceasc. Clarendon, a political opponent,
says of him :—

“He was the first man that declined the old track,
and made it manifest that the.science might be attained
in less time than was imagined; and despised thosc
rules which had long been in practice, to keep his ship
and Lis men out of danger, which had been held in
former times a point of great ability and circurnspection,
as if the principal art requisite in the captain of a ship
had been to be surc to come home safe again, He was
the first man who brought the ships_to scontemn castles
on shore, which had been thought cver very formidable,
and were discovered by him only to make a noise, and to
{right those who could rarely be hurt by them. Ile was
Ahe first that infused that proportion of courage into the
seamen, by making them see by experience what mighty
~ things they could do if they were resolved, and taught

them 1o fight in fire as well as upon water : and though
he hath been very well imitated and followed, he was
the first that drew the copy of naval courage, and bold
and resolute achievement.” v
There are officers who still think it madness to oppose
ships to batteries, though steam has added wings to the
man-of-war, euabling it to attach how and when it
pleases, to retive from the range, to return at will, to
shift the position, o defy winds and tides. There are
still officers who think their chief husimess to lic in
coming ““home safe again,” Dlake “¥as of another
:mind; Nelron was of another mind; Dundonald, 1
beiieve, is of another .mind. Santa Cruz was Blake’s .
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Cronstadt—onc of the strongest fortresses of the seven-
teenth century: when Blake attacked it with his worn
and rotting ships, it was strengthened by an enormous
flect—a flcet carrying nearly as many guns, and far more
men, than his own, The Spaniards were as confident as
the Muscovites in the impreguabilily of their fortress.
Yet he entered the harbour, silenced the batterics, and
burnt the flect.

The royalist writcrs werc overpowered by this brilliant
feat of arms,

Bates, who speaks of the “ unparalleled boldness ” of
the action, says :—*1{c found the harbour in shape of a
crescent, defended by seven forte lying round it, and
two castles placed at the points, with seventeen ships
riding therein, their heads standing {owards the mouth
of the harbour, that they might fire with greater
certainty .upon those that offered to enter: nor could
the Governor forbear 1o jeer and flout at the English.
Blake, therefore, entering the mouth of the harbonr wiih
his frigates, thunders broadsides and small shot against °
the castles, till tle soldiers flying from thence, he
manned his boats with seamen and sent them in, who
burnt and destroyed all the Spanish ships that were
there.” '

Warwick says:— Blake’s rash and daring attempt
ptoved very forlunate and glorious.”

“Of all thedesperatc enterprises,” says Heath, © that
ever were madétin the world against an cncmny af, sca,
this of the noble Blake’s is not inferior to any.”

_ Clarendon speaks still more admiringly :—"I'ic whole
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action was so miraculous, that all men who knew the

" place concluded that no sober man, with what courage
soever enducd, would ever undertake it ; and they could
hardly persvade themsclves to believe what they had
done’: whilst;the Spaniards comforted themsclves with
the belief that they were devils, and not men, who had
destroyed them in such a manner. So much a strong
resolution of bold and courageous men can bring to
pass, that no resistance and advantage of ground can
disappoint them. And it can hardly he imagined how
small loss the knglish sustained in this unparalleled
action-—not. one ship being left behind, and the killed
and wounded not exeeeding two hundred men; when
the slaughter on board the Spanish ships and on the
shore was incredible.”

Common men, of coursc, adhere to the common
opinion: but uncommon men see that Blake was
right, as well as successful, in attackig Santa Cruz.
Tlic most brilliant scaman of our generation—the true
snceessor of Blake and Nelson—Lord Dundonald (who
has donc me the very great honour of, revising the naval
part of this narrative), has written some brief and pregnant
notes on Blake’s most celebrated actions.  This was
before the Russian war broke out, and long before the
guestion of attacking Ilelsinglors and Cronstadt arose.
With respect {o Blake’s attack on Saunta’ Cruz, Lord
Dundonald says, in a profound and gharacteristic
passage :—* On the principle which I hav® never found

+to fail—thal the more impracticable  task appears, the
more casily it may be achjeved, under judicions manage-
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ment——the attack on Santa Cruz was founded on a correct
estimate of the probable result.”

With this testimony of a man of genius, ! commit my
work to the reader; adding, that | have very carefully
revised the new edition, in the hope of making il less
unworthy of its illustrious subject, and of the favour
with whicl it has been reecived by the public.
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CIIAPTER I
1599—1625,
TL SCIOLAR.

Lx the early part of the seventeenth century the country
1ying between the South Channel and the river Severn
was the saost Deautiful and important part of England.
While Liverpool was still & swamp, aud Manchester
o straggling hamlel, when Leeds-wassa cluster of mud
huls, and the romantic valley of the Cualder a desolate
gorge, the sirects of Taunton, Exeter and Dunster
resounded with aets and industry ; and the merchant-
ships of Bridgwater and Bristol werg going out or coming
in from the remotest corners of the globe. The fairest
ficlds, the richest cities, the proudest strongholds lay in
1his region.  The vales of Stroud, 1loniton and Evesham
ave still unrivalled. "When the vine grew in our latitudes
il attained its highest perfection on the sunny slupes of
Somerset and Devon; and a royal sybarite, whose taste
at least has never been impugned, declared® that in those
days the wouth-west const was the onlyspart of England

ofit for the hakitation of a gentleman, .

The towns were in cqual repute with tee enuntry.
* ‘ B
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Taunton was famous for ils woollens while the Plan-
tageuels were yet on the throne; in later Limes o hand
of industrious Femings, flying from the perscentions of
the Duke of Alva, brought their knowledge, cofcrprise
and eapital into the town, and under their teaching it
soon obtained an equal reputation for scrges.  Parlia-
ment, fostored these rising trades, and “ Tanntons ” were
then as well known in the markets as are now Manches-
ter eottons and Spitaificld  sills.  While the Yorkshire
breeder of sheep was cither too indolent or tos igno g
to convert the wool of his native downs into au aeticls
of irade, the workmen of the western city obtuined by
the process w ealthy culiivation and politieal power.
Bristol, inferior in population and maritime resourees
only to London, had long aspired 1o the honouss ol a
western metropolis. Tts history looked back to ihe
remotest times.  Its docks, its streets, its  relicior:
cdifices, its gates dud deeaying fortifications, all hor,
testimony to dts ancient grandeur.  Ouly the cify
of London yiclded a larger return to the royal o
chequer.  Commissions, commissioners and pursaivoul
levied money under many pretests fvom its opul. .
traders, and the armics of Ireland and Sceotland were
frequently recruited among its haedy and adicuburous
population.  From"its situation as a point of depis
turc for the west and south, it had gradually obtaincd
a monopoly of Trish commerce. Tty vessdls visited the
harbours of Portugal anud Spaiu, whenee they brought
home the treasures of two worlds in exchange for the
woollen cloths which constituted our sole mauufue-
ture.  As ity greab houses increased in means, 4heir
enterpriscs took a bolder range.  No longer satisfied io
sharo their gaf"ns with the Iberian, they sanght by new
discoveries 1o win for their own port such advantages a
Columbus had won for the Spuyiard aud Vasco do Gua
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for the Porlu_mese. Cabot had sailed from their river
on hix first adventure, and fone of {he five smail vessels
which composed his fleet were supplied by 1hs Severn
merehants. Tn yoyages undertaken at theie expense, 1o
had added New foundland, Nova Scotin, aul North
America as far ax the inlet of the Chesapeake, to the
honown regions of the world, and established a connexion
with Wispaniola, Pocto Rico and the coasls of Brhail,
which was not abandoned oy ~n when the government, in
vittue of a teealy 4o that cmd, oave up the rights of
Enelishe diseoveey in thore vezions 1o the erown of
Arragon and Castile.  Inspived by there gueeesses in the
far west, they fitted out an expedition for the Arctie
Ocean, and sent i forth to seaveh Tor a new passage
notthward to China *and Hindogtan.  Theso spivited
men pursted Lhdie enterprise with admirable zeal ; and
aunl, failed to vival the fame of pore cclebrated dis-
coverers beenise nature had Lleft them no outlet to find
in that diveetion

Oue of the mo. i active of the “Novera merchants in
the Tatter part of the sixtecuth eontury was Humphrey
Blake ol Planslield and Bridgwater, father of the re-
nowned Admiral. Thampheey’s father, Robert Blake, the
first of his family to step ouf of thy novvow eivele of a
country life, removed at an carly age trom Tuawell, the
scal of his ancestors for several generations, to Bridg-
water, where he hoped 1o share the abundant haevests
of the Spawish trade.  Where the family of 1his Robert,
Blake was first settled is unknown,  Tradition gives it a
home in Notthumberland and derives the name from the
river Aplacke in that county. The first of ®he Somerset-
shire Blahes whose name 1 have foung; is Tlumphrey
Jilake who tved in the reign of HHeury VIIT and held
the estate of Tuxwell, in the parish of Bishop’s Lydyaril,
in eapite, by the payment of the forticth part of the

B2
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knight’s fee. Ife had theee sons, John, Thomas, and
Robert ; to the Iast of whom, when he died in 1538, he
lett the manor of Tuawell.  This Robert Blake was he
who removed to Bridgwater, where he married Marearet
Symonds, Improved his seanly forfunes by commerce;
and during a long lif rctained the respeet and confidence
of his fellow-cilizens.  He had the honour to serve s
chiod magistrate in his adopted town three times, in 1573,
in 1679 and in 1387, as appears by inveriplions still pre-
served on panels in the Towa-hall of Bridewater. AG his
death, which oceurred in October 1592, he beyneathed
the lavge sum of 210/, 1o relieve the poor and repair
the causeways ; setting an example of liberality (o his
townsmen and descendants which the latter at least
piously followed.  1Iis con, Tlumphrey, suceceded Lo the
estate and business. The preperiy was not ineousiderable.
e married a lady of good family and fortune; Sura
Williams, widow ol & gentleman named Swithers, and on
her he settled ab his mariiage the lordship of Puriton
together with divers Lands and messuages in Puriton,
(ateote, B:nvdrip‘lm, and Wollaminaton, Plansficld, which
has always been deseribed as the original scab of the
Admiral’s ancestors, was probahly the dower of his mother.
It had belonged to her family for generations ; had Leen
granted by Henry V1L, to Sie Johu Williams after the
Perkin Warbeck trouble 8, and had dezeended from hira to
Reginald Williams, Jolm Willisms and Sie Niclolas
Willinms, at whose deaih it reverted 1o the erown for
lack of aale issue; and it had been restored by Queen
Elizabeth to Mabdl, his widow. The Adwmiral’s father
way certainly the first of the Blakes who owned the
mgnor of Plansficld. 1In the Heralds’ Visitation of
Somersct m 1323, he is styled Humphray Blske 01
Plansficld, son of Robert Blake of Bridgwalcr.

Bara Wiliaus, like Cromwel]'s mothcr, also & widow,
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v
brought blood to the family.  Robert, the Admiral, was
Ler first son,  He was born towards the end of August,
1598, and received the rite of baptism at the parish
chureh of Bridawater, on the 27th of September in that
year. ITe was ealled Robert, in pious remenhrance of
his grandfather.  Many childeen followed ; in all twelve
hoys—Iumphrey in 1600 ; William in 1603; Georae,
who died in infaney, in 16045 George, the second of
that name, in 1606 ; Samuel in 1608 ; Nicholas in 1609 ;

Iidward, who died in infaney, in 16115 Benjamin, who
died in infaney, in 1612; Edward, the sceond of that
name (he alxo died in infaney), in 1613; Benjamin,
second of the same name, in 1614 “John, who dicd in
infaney, in 1617 ; and Alexander in 1619, The number
of girls is not ascertainable, in consequence of irregu-
larities in the vegisters; but the Admiral's will menfions
fwo of his sisters— Bridget, who married Mr. Bowdich,

Chard, and another not referred {o by her maiden
name.  The Heralds’  Visitation speaks of a Ms,

Jurrage as heing one of Tumphrey Blahe’s daughters;

but this is probably a wmisspelling of Bowdich. The
ulhier sister mentioned in Blake’s will married Thomas
Smythes, of Cheapside, o celebrated  goldsmith  and
banker.

After alapse of two eenturies and a half, it may still
he pmslblo Lo recover an dea, more or less faint, of the
way in which the family lived in the west of FEngland,
and of the inflnences under whieh the Admiral passed
the fifteen years of his childhood aud early youth.

Jridgwater, on the river Parrett, stands in the cenire
of a vich plain, now sparkling with orcherds and corn-
fieclds, but in the seyventeenth century Jiftle more than a
;morass, houtded on one side by the Quantock hills, and
on 1he other, ab a less distance, by the woodcd slopes of
the Poldons, The valley, about three miles i wiuth,
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includes several spots famous in Xnglish story. There
the victorious armies of the King of Wessex had been
arrested. There our own Alfred had found shelter from
the Danes. There, in laler thues, Monmouth lost the
battle of Sedgemoor.  The town was built, as it is now,
on both sides of the viver; bul al ihat iime the castern
suburb, joined to the main body of the town by an
ancient and solid stone bridge of three arches, was
inhabited almost exclusively by the opulent traders and
gentry.  JTligh Streel, leading theough the corn-market,
—vwhere there was a famous iun, the Swan, and a pic-
turesque old market-cross,—was gay with shops; and,
between the catrymy trade and the shipping trade, the
little town had an air of.ceascless bustle and Lusiness.
Lying on the highway from Gloucester and Bristol to
Taunton, Excter and Plymouth, the western traftic all
passed through the town.. Pack-horses, laden with
Yorkshire wool, tinkled their bells along its sfreels
and over its old bridge night and day. TIis port was
crowded with vessels.  Yet even then the town seemed
to have passed its prime.  Grass alvcady gréw in some
of its streets, and many of its houres wore a dim and
faded aspectz In former times it had been definded
by a wall and gates; but ncarly every trace of these
defences had been %wept away. Tho Castle, onco a
royal appanage, held by the Gueens of Englund as a
dower, kept watch and ward over the surrounding
country ; but, although an imposing structure in the
feudal times, it had lost its former splendour.  Rays of
light from a distant past still lingered on its decaying
furrets: in thyg Wars of the Roses it had often wilhstood
sicge and storms and in spite of ity decay, it could siill
boast the honours of a virgin fortress, .

The first object to catch a stranger's eye as he vow’
slands on the irom bridge, which has replaced the old
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stone edifice, is a row of chesnuts and poplars on the left
bank of the stream. They grow in what was formerly
ilumphrey Blake’s garden. The house # which the
Admiral wes born, in which he passed his youth, and in
which, when at Bridgwater, he Tived in the full blase of
his renown, still stand, in what was formerly a part, of
St. Mary’s Street; a house two stories high, built of
blue lias stone, wgth walls of immense thickness, heavy
stone stairs, oak wainseoly, and decoraled ceilings; a
habitation of the Tudor days, and of unmistakeable
importance in its itime. The gardens, bounded by
Durleigh brook, the river Parreit, and the highway,
were ahout two acres in extent, mindling fruit-trees
and Ylower-heds, scented plants and vegetables for ihe
table.  Though the,house stood within a few steps
of the church and the Corn Hull, it enjoyed a complete
. cclusion; and the windows leoked out over a wide
cweep of valley to the sunuy slopes and summits of the
Quantochs. In this secluded garden, by that old stone
bridee, among the ships, native and foreign, lying at
aachor in the river, and under “the 'o,uns of ‘the erim
tortress, the ruddy-f:ced and curly-haired boy, Robert
Blake, played and pondered, as was his habit, until the
age of sixteen. Irom his father’s gurden he would
daily witness the extraordinary fidw of tide hnown as a
Bore—a phenomenon only seen in the Ganges, ihe
Severn, and two -or threc other sircams; and the con-
versalion of bis futher and of lus father’s friends must
have helped to fix his mind on the sea and on maritime
aflairs.

‘When it is said that Humphrey Blake yas a merchant
trading with Spain, it is not meant that his days wero
<pent in the routine of the desk ofd tho exchango.
The life of a trader was then a lifo of peril and adven-
ture. Ile manned hiy own ships and sailed with his
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argosv. Like later craisers among the Pacifie islands,
his course and his destination was rarcly known before
he quitied p&t. Thailing in one harbour 1o dispose of hix
eargo, he spread his canvas in search of richer markets.
He saw strange lands and strange people ; and he had
to hold his own, not merely against the ducs, fines,
and exactions of legitimate powers, but against the still
more formidable corsair. Piracy wae not, in the six-
teenth century, the despicable calling it is now : in the
opinion of that age, a pirate was but a soldier of forinne
on another clement,  I'rance, Germany and Ttaly were
overrun with mereenary heroes, cager to sell their swords
in any cause where pay was sure and profligacy allowed.
Hundreds of distressed English gentlemen, when the
civil wars left them stranded, toolr to the sea for bread.
In some parts of Europe the people of entire districts
lived on plunder; persons now living can remember a
time when the daring valour of the Greek and Biscayan
freebooters was the theme of wint.r tales and popular
ballads. Nor were these unlicensed spoilers the worsd
cnemies whom the peaceful merchant had to encounter
at sen, The Moors of Afriea had erceted piracy into a
national system. Tor ages the Salee rover had been a
terror to the south of Europe; and the Tunisian and
1he Algerine, equal to-him in skill, daring and fanaticism,
had still finer ports and larger privateers. No coast in
Christendom was free from their ineursions ; but {heie
favourite stations were the bays and harbours of Por-
tugal and Spain, as in these ports they found it casy to
altack and capture stragglers from ihe fleets of both
worlds. - To the ordinnry.motives of the pirale, adventure
and greed of gold the Moor added the fiercer spurs of
religions dlﬂorenc'e and hereditary hate. Enropcmw it
may be justly smd had forced the Moors into piracy as
n measure of defence. Their cypulsion from Granada
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in the fillecuth century roused in thém. the worst
passions of human mnaturc; and that band of armed
priests, nestled behind the impregnable ramparts of
Malta, and sworn 1o hold uo truce with their race and
faith,—a vow which they kept to the last lctter, by
piratical descents on the coasts of Africa, marking their
path along the shore with burning villages, slaughtered
peasants, and captive women and children, soon to be ex-
posed by these Christian missionaries in the slave-markets
of Venice, Seville and Genoa,—left them no policy but
that of revenge and retaliation. In their undiserimi-
nating rage, the followers of Mohammed waged war
against tho commerce of all civilised countrics; when
the opportunity offered, they scized both fleets and
cargoes ; and, like. the Knights of Malta, carried off
their prisoners for sale to the bazaars of Tanis, Tripoli
apd Algiers.

For protection against these fomhidable enemies, the
merchant had to trust to his own bold heart and steady
hand.  His vessel, however small, caryied some means
of defence. The crew were well armed.  Aids to escape
were kept in readiness,  From the British Channel to
the Straits of Gibraltar the conrse of ihe Scvern adven-
turer lny ihrough continual perils. Every rock and
inlet along the coast had to be careflilly cxamined before
the little barque could fenture on, The adventurer
lived on deck, and he ate, drank and slept with his mind
alert: and his hand on his sword. At the return from a
voyage, many were the tales of perilous encounter,
chance-escape and valorous deed which he had to tell
his friends and children on the dark winger nights :—
and such storics were, no doubt, a ‘part of the food
on which the imagination of young Hlake, silent and
Yhonghtful from his childhood, was fed"in the old
manxion at Bridgwater. , o



10 ROBERT DLAKE.

" The rudiments of a more regular education he obtained
at the grammar-school, then considered one of the best
foundations of its kind in England. This cdifice has
long disappeared from ihe streets of Dridgwater ; and
it has been replaced by another school of similar aims
and character, conducted in the house in which the
Admiral was born and in which he lived. At the
grammar-school he made some progress with his
Greek and Latin; somelhing of navigation, ship-build-
ing and the routine of sca dutics he probably learned
[rom his father or from his father’s factors and sepvants.
ITis own taste however, his habit of mind and the bent
of his anrbition, led 1o, literature. He was the first of
his race who had shown auny voeation to letters and
learning, and his father, proud of his talents and his
studies, resolved ihat he should have some chance of
“rising to cminence.  Nor was this early culture thrown
away. At sixtcen® e was alrcady prepared for the
university, and at his earnest desire was sent to Oxford,
where he matricylated as o momber of St. Alban’s Tlall
in Lent Term 1615, in company with Bdward Reynolds,
who afterwards became bishop of Worcester, and Jolin
Earl, subsequently bishop of Salisbury.

Little is known of Blake’s college life. Tt is recorded
of him that he rose “carly, and was exiremely assiduous
at his books, lectures and devdtions ; ihat he took greal
delight in field-sports, parlicularly in fishing and shoot-
ing. If any credit is duo to ancient gossip, which,
whether falsc or true, is traccuble to his own age, and
is preserved to us as a contemporary scandal by a writer
vwho revered his name and was intimate with members
of the family,~—his aquatic sports werc somectimes irrc-
gular. - “Te would snare swans,” says old Aubrey.
Most writers have rejeeted this report. )

TIe had not been long at Oxford before his ambition
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prompted him to try his strength against Robert Hegge -
and Robert Newlin in a contest for a scholarship then
vacant at Christ Church. He soon found that a student
without friends or influence had little chance of success
in that aristoeralic college. The failure of his first
cffort did not, however, cast him down :—he kept to
his books and looked steadily towards the future.
Nevertheless, willing to™ aceept such friendly support
as came in his way wunsought, he removed from St.
Alban’s Hall, where he had found and felt himself a
stranger, to Wadham College, at the request of his
father's friend, Nicholas \\’adh.xm a Somerscishire man,
who had recently founded the noble tdifice which hears
his name. In this new college Blake remained several
years 5 there he took the usual honours and completed
his education :—and in the great dining-hall of Wadham,
among the cifigies of poets, divines and antiquaries, a
porteait of the Admiral is still shea'n with pride as that
of its most illustrious scholar.

During the years which he remaiped at Wadham
College, waiting to establish himself in some permanent
position in the ‘University, the family prospects wero
gradually growing dark af Bridgwater. Humphrey
Blake, his father, possessed the daring spirit of his class.
The Severn adventurcrs gained m8ney fast and lost it
fast. 'With corsairs lying in every ereeck, it was casy
to be rich to-day and poor to-morrow. Sometimes pros-
perous, sometimes nearly prostrate, Humphrey Blake
had carried on his enterprises for many years, standing
well with his fellow-merchants and honoured: with’
the confidence of his fellow-citizens. I% was twice
clected 1o the chicf magistracy of Brjdgwater. But
1mtum turned more and more against him. Many
%0 his ventures had failed. In some of ithese his
Josscs had been severe, Much of his oivn and his wite's
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property was gone; and in the decline of life ‘he
found himself for the first time in scrious, frouble,
Want of means chafed his ardent and ambitious mind;
the more as his misfortunes had fallen on him when the
cnergy of youth was pnssed, but not the cares of early
manhood, Te had married somewhat late in life; his
family had inereased rapidly ; and at fifty-seven he found
himself an old man with ten children, of whom the eldest,
Robert, was only twenty, and the youngest, Alexander,
was in the arms of his nurse. 1lis tronbles preyed on his
spirits, and with the increasing darkness of his fortunes
his health began 1o fail,

Robert, in his'rooms at Wadham College, shared
the family afflictions. He felt acutely the position
in which his father stood, embarrassed with debts and
surronnded with so many responsibilitics; and the
feeling gave a new and higher impulse to his desive to
obtain a fellowship. +A. vacaney occurred at Merton,
and he offered himsclf—not as i1 the eavlier period of
his college life, from a boyish ambition to achieve
honours and place, but from a sacred wish to be useful
to his brothers, and to relieve his father of the modest
expense of his maintenance at Oxford. Alexander
Fisher, John Earl, Edward Reynolds, his old comradey
at St. Alban’s ITall; and several other young men of
parts and learning were in the lists. Tlad Blake's
offorts been successful, the life of the renowned Admiral
might have been passed in the seclusion of a eollege,
among the books and studies he already loved so well,
and in that case Tavnton would in all human probability
have remained in royalist hands, the battle of Naschy
would not lm\e‘been fought, Tmmp would have remained
unconquered, Spain unseathed, Tunis and *Santa Cruz
uncelebrated!  Iow little did Siv Ilenry Savile, then
warden of Mcrton College, dream that in rejecting Blakc
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from his pelty senate, he was turning back on the world
ono of thoso miaster-spirits who were 1o overthrow tho
government, humiliate his adored sovereign, and clevate
England to the height of humau grandeur! But so'it
was,  Savile, a man of sense and aequirements, as
witness his fine edition of St. Chrysostom, had an
cecentric distaste for men of low stature, and chose his
scnators, as the Trussian king did his grenadiers, by
their height. The young Somersctshire student, thick-
set, fuir-complexioned, and only five feet six, fell below
his standard of manly beauty. His influence was
adverse, and Blake lost his election.

e remained five years at Oaford after this incident,
and in good time touk bhis degree of Master of Arts.
There seems to be noground for supposing that want of
learning was the bar to his advancement in the Uni-
yersity.,  He had read the best authors in Greek and
Latin, and wroto the latter langfage sufficiently well
for verse or epigram. Even in the busiest days of his
public life, he made it a point of pride not to forget hiy
old studics. When chasing the encmy or fiercely
cruising before a forcign station, his gravo humour—and
never man had finer sense of sarcasm, or used thai
brilliant weapon with greater effcet—loved to find ex-
pression for its scorn and merrifient in the satires of
ITorace and Juvenal; thus in some degree relieving the
slern fervour of Puritan picty with the casy graces of
scholarship.  1lis brother William, smitten also with
lovo of letters, entered himself a student at Wadham,
where, in 1624, he was alrcady a Bachelon of Arts, and
on the death of the antiquary, Camdep, furnished a
Latin epigraph to the book published by the Univ ersxt)

In the nimth year of his residence & Oxford, and in
*the twenty-soventh of his age, Robert Blake was called
to Lis father’s bedside. , The old.manx had grown w.rse
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in health, and was no longer able to manage his aflairs.
At Jast his son abandoned the idea of a college lile, gave
up his rooms at. Wadham, and took up his abede in the
old housc-at Bridgwater. On the 19th of November
Humplhrey Blake died, leaving to his sonus Robert and
Humplrey, the care of his widow, and his family of
young children. .

The estate was encumbered with debts.  Puriton,
Catcote, Bawdrippe, and Wollamington had been con-
veyed away to trusices, for the mother’s sole use during
her life; tho ouly properly mentioned in the recital of
the will, is the house and gardens in St. Mary’s Street,
Bridgwater, and tnese were hequeathed to Robert and
Humphrey, and their heirs for ever, subject to the one
condition that their mother, Sara,should have the use of
them during her widowhood. To whatever family pro-
perty remained, to all the lands, Ieases, debts, difficultics,
and responsibilities which survived the broken merchant,
Robert was heir.

1Lumphrey, William and George were of age or near
it ; Samuel was seveutcen, Nicholas sixteen, Benjunin
cleven, and Alexander six, at the time of their father's
death. Not one of them, with the possible exception of
William, was settled in life; and the four youngest had
still to be in some measure educated as well as started
in the world. The young girls had also to be sup-
.ported out of the wreck. The first thing, then, was
to ascertain the residue after paying all debts; and in
order to clear off some of theso claims, it may be that
Pladsficld was at this time sold. ~'When tho debts were
paid, it would seem that property, exclusive of the house
in St. Mary’s Street, of aboul two hundred pounds s
year remained. The. mecans were slight, sthe Tespon-
sibilities heavy ; yet Robert uccepted, and in due coursc
achieved, tho task of rearing, cducating, and placing the
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whole of that numerous family. TIumphrey lived with
him, and followed his fortunes tc the last, becoming in
duo time a public servant and a commissioner of naval
prizes. ‘William went to London, where he beeamo
a learned and suceessful man ; he attracted the notice of
scholars, was created a doctor of civil law by the Uni-
versity of Padua, and when he died, followed the example
of his brother and grandfather in leaving a legacy to the
poor of his native town. He also left a number of legacies
to his brothers, nephews and nicces. George went to
London, and became a goldsmith and banker of Cheap-
side. In after life he retired to Plymouth, where some
of* his children married and remained, thaugh he Limsclf
suhsequently settled at Minchead, on the Severn. One
of his sony, Benjamin, kad a taste for letters; and a copy
of verses written by him on the death of his uncle, Dr.
Villiam Blake, is still extant. Samucl married early
in life, and took to agriculture. A.farm, consisling of a
house and about one hundred and fitty acres of land,
orchard, garden, meadows, and pasturage, at Pawlett, a
village about four miles below Bridgwater, on the river
Parvett, had been made over to him by his eldest
brother.  When the civil war broke out he joined his
brother’s company, and was onc of the first martyrs of
the good ecause in the west of: %ngland. Nicholas
engaged in the Spanish trade like his father and grand-
father. Ho resided chiclly at Dunster and Minehead,
success(ully cultivated business, and acquired a moderate
estate, which his descendants of Venne Ilouse still
enjoy.  Benjamin was ab first a farmer; but he also
turned soldier when tho wars begau; atterwards went
to sen, served agwmst Rupert and Tromp in his brother’s
ﬂwt took part in the eapedition ugmnst Hispaniola
Under Penn and Venables, and was raised by the
former, when he returned to Eurove. to tho rank of
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viee-adimiral.  Of Alexander it is only known that he
lived till 1693, and was then buried in the chureh of
Eaton Socon, in Bedfordshire, where there is a tablet
cerected to his memory.

During the nine years spent at Oxford, Blake's cha-
racter was slowly but soundly developed. When he
returned to his native town and again tovk up his resi-
dence in the family mansion, he was remarkablo for that
iron will, that grave humour, that frec and dauntless
spirit for which after-events found emplorment.  Simple
in his tastes and habits, there was a dignity and refine-
ment in every line of his countenance which bespohe
command. 1l emanners, though anstere for oune so
young, were relieved by a certain bluntuess of address,
while his peculiar sense of humour and great vebemence
of passion rendered his couyevsalion at once agrecable,
cmphatic, and picturesque. The abuses in Church and
State afforded themges for satire; the profligaey which
reigned at court, the moral laxity and doctrinal into-
lerance of so many religious professors  oveited g
intense scorn, and " in public and private places he
inveighed against ithem with bitter sareasm a d soli
argument. The weak worldliness of the prelates;, tic
mean subscrvience of the Clare-h to royal viees and
follies, drove young Blake, as they (rove thousands of
the ardent and uncorrupted young i of that time, info
Puritanism: the despicable “pedantry, fail 'essuess and
profligacy of the King, his favourites ard his courticrs,
insulting from their high station the woral sense f a
virtuous, domestic #nd religious people, made him sigh
for a republie like that of Pericles or of Scipio.
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CIIAPTER IL
16251015,
TIE ULEVOLUTION.

For scveral years after his rettrn from collogn,
DBlake's {ime was chicily oceupied with the care of his
aned mother—vho ouflived her husband thiricen years,
-ceing her youngest son Alexander arrive at *the age of
rmanhood——and in the edueation aad seitlement of hjs
Brothers and sisters, Bt was® 2 keen obscrver of
pat e cvents, p(mh ian by nature and ("‘l]y training ;

moa e e ab e court beeame syspicious to geod
Yoodee Lol peenacing to the nation’s eivil Iberties,
b vt e foree o hin «enius to create in his native
ooty ady ol eesisds o0 Nor was the task diflicult.
Connereial babil - i onperior education had given a
itheral bias *o the aen of that difirict ; and whatever
instinet of ancivid and unrcasoning loyalty still sur-
vived wee rindely treied by the King’s friends.  Laud, ap-
pointed to the <o of Bath and Wells shortly after Blake
Loy Oxford, in two or theee yoears, contrived by his zeal
for episeopacy md rvoyal right, his absence from the see,
eveept asa perseentor of conscience, and hisfieree denun-
cintion of all classes and degrees of non-conformity, how-
ever slight- -do rouse a stern spirit of oﬁposltlon to the
governing powers in Church and State. - Possessed of
the Kiug's car, Tand fglt no scruple in turning the
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cxecntive arn against his spiritual opponents, and even
attempled to coerce the judges into instruments of cpis-
copal vengeance. On one occasion, when Liord Chicf-
Justice Richardson returned to Liondon trom the
Somerset assizes, where ho had heard and disposed of
cases in which the bishop took an interest, with a
moderation worlhy of the beneh inits Letter days, he
was attacked with so much fury at tho Council-board,
{hat on retiring he remarked to his friends, he had been
almost choked with a pair of lawn sleeves.  Such a policy,
carricd out in the vicinity of Bridgwater, ard finding
its vietims in men generally respected, gave force and
cdge to Blake’s ween invective. The more famous pro-
ceedings of the same prelate, after his translation to
Canterbury, in bringing Prynne, Burton, Bastwick, and
other men more pious and learned than himself before
the Star-Chamber and Court of 1ligh Commission,~—tho
clipping of cars, thedranding of tentples, the slitting of
noscs, the burning of tongues, the prisons, pillories, and
public scourgm«rs to which be resorted for the main-
tenance. of his Popish rites,—continued in the years
which followed that event io call forth his mdl"nn ut
denunciation. Nor was the spur of private reseutment,
long wanting. Rishop Pierce, who after an interval
succeeded Laud in the see of Bath and 'Wells, resolved
to put down the famous Tectures, and suspended Mr.
Deverish, minister of Bridgwater, for preaching the
usual Lecture in his own church® on market-day, and
using a short prayer. Nor did this nct satisfy the
prelnte. Humphrey Blake was the ehurehwarden ; and
Picree enjoingd him to do penance for the crimo of not
presenting Deverish for ecclesiastical censure. Blake
could plead the wsage of the church. Sinca the days of
Queen Elizabeth these, Lectures had been used by all’
zealous and - pious clérgymen. | But Pierce was in-
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exorable, A bold rcmonstrance against such prostiiu-
tion of the powers excrcised by the courts of conscicnce
was signed by many leading liberals of Somerset, and by
Robert Blake one of the first.

The remonstrants prayed the King to put an end to
religious persccution, and inveighed against the Popish
rites and ceremonies which Laud was trying to intro-
duce into the Church. Two Purilan divines, Deverish
and Norman, were the clerical leaders of the movement
party in Bridgwater; but their lay ally was its real
Ieader, and by his genius and activity the local influence
of the Stawclls and Wyndhams, strong royalist families,
was overthrown, and a commanding position was
obtained for the new opinions.

The aspect of affairs ab court was lowering. Charles
had not only married 2 French ‘woman and a Papist—
causes of deep oflence to a people jealous of foreign in-
trigues—but had cntered into  illegal and insulting
engagements with the wily minister who then directed
the policy of Versailles. As tho price of Henriettn
Maria’s hand, Richelieu had demandeli that the young
Qucen and her court should have a right to exerciso
her religion—that the children issuing from the mar-
ringe should be under the control of ilieir mother and
her advisers until the ago of thirlgen—uand that for tho
future all English Catholics should be allowed to perform
the scrvices of their Church. These stipulations,
granted by Charles to gain the honour of an allianco
with the blood of St. Louis, were agreed to in a series of
scerct arlicles; but their purport was soon known, and
the King’s treason to the law of the land and the strong
Protestant instinets of tho people alarmed and enraged
the country, Nor was the popular mistrust un_]ustl-
slicd by evenis :—the children of this unhappy marriage

* wero so trained in carly | life as eventually to forsake the
‘ 0.7
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religion of their country, and with that lapse to forfeit
the splendid inheritance of their race. Sceing Popery
enilhroned at Whitehall, the peoploe resented every incli-
nation towards Romo in the clergy—whether that
inclination showed itself in the lofty chavacter of their
spiritual pretensions, in the pomp and circumstance of
their way of life, or in the boldness of their hostility 1o
freedom of thought. On all these poinis Laud was ob-
noxious to the more ardent Reformers; and Charles
himself was scarcely Jess hateful.  1lis origin was bad.
The disgust created by his father's claim 1o govern
England—not by a semi-divine right of genius, like tho
first and last of the Tudor sovereigns, bul by a divine
right of birth—a disgust which ouilised the poor pedant
and weighed heavily on his son,—was not allayed by any
act of manly sincerity or generons explanation. Questions
of finance also arose to embarrass parties and embitier the
contest about principles of government. Irelund and
Scolland were even less tran juil than the supreme
country, though from different causes,  Beyond the
‘T'weed, the religious question alone occupied the field of
controversy. By law, Charles was not the head of the
Church in Scolland, and his attempts—aided by his com-
1 laisant Archbishop of Canterbury —to bring its clerzy
under control, 1o rol them of their spiritual rights, o
meddle with their church government, and to impose on
their unwjlling congresations his own ritual, perilled
ower and alienated from his person the
om he might otherwise have looked in tho
mities of hiy fortune. In ITrcland the
clements of discontent were more numerous, but they
nearly all had their origin in the religious disabilities
imposed on the-Catholic masscs. When pressed for
money, Charles had sold certain graces or indulgences
to a body of men in the western countics of 1he 1sland
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for 120,0007., though well awaro that the very word:
indulgenee would have a startling aud papistical sound
in English cars. For this sum he conscnted to rc-
move from the purchasers all penal laws cnacted against
their creed, to allow them a right to practise at the bar,
and o cxercise other functions at that time prohibited
by statute. To the original infamy of this sale, Charles
added the still deeper infamy of taking the money and
refusing to fulfil the contract. When the poor dupes
(,omplamed be sent Strafford into Ireland with orders to
repress discontent with a strong arm, to assimilate the
Irish to the English Church, and finally.to over-ridé the
ancient constitution and make the IGng’s power abso-
lute. Strafford succeeded in this task as only a man of
genius can suceeed. ® Attacking the Catholics in their
opinions, their liberties and their propertics, he frus.
trated cvery measurc taken in thur defence ; and by
barassing suits and g'xllm« dmabfhtlcgs, invented by an
mte]hgencc infinite in resources and carrvied out with a
vigour which knew no pause and counted no obstacle, ho
aclucw.d such a success with the higher classes and in
the rich towns as intoxicated his royal mastor. The old
nobles of the country were brought over, some by
threats, some by cajolery, still more by lashion, policy,
and personal ambition. But the’ Deputy’s fierce and
unserupulous courso of conversion fired the passions of
the Irish people—and dread of his vigorous policy
arraycd against him the whole liberal and uonstxtutmnul .
party in England.

The, armed revolt against Charles began in his native
land. Harassed by Laud’s agents, the®Scotch Pres-
byterians took an oath and covenant to maintain their
rcligions independence at all hazards; and when the
l\mg threntened them with the pumshment due to
rebely, instend of siealing back to their homes to cscape
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the voyal wrath, they flew to arms, boldly crossed the:
‘border into England, and offered to put the issues of
their quarrel to the ordeal of battle. The court raged
with passion and insulted pride. But its contortions
were a8 vain as they were undignified, for the reforming
Ilouse of Commons made the cause of the Scotch Cove-
nanters their own, and the royalist policy received its’
first sudden and serious cheeh. Strafford was impeached.
Laud was lodged in the Tower. Finch the Lord-keeper
and Secretary Windcbank were driven into exile. Con-
cessions were obtained for the English people; and in
the northern kingdom Charles was stript of his most
coveted prerogative.

In the heat of his reseniment against the Scots, the
King had summoned the two Houses to meet again
after a scparation of many years; the step had created
an immense sensation in the country; and the mest
active and liberal of the country gentlemen werce
returned for nearly all the large towns. Blake went
up as member for Bridgwater.  Vane, Hampden, Crom-
well, Pym, and Elliol were returned to Westwinster.
Their legislative labours were, however, of brief durs-
tion—this mecting of the Iouse being that which iy
known in history as the Short Parlisment. Charles
wanted money to fight the Covenanters; but when
le asked for money in his usual peremptory mauncr,
ihe House replied with a long list of griovances,-and
‘hlsisQQ’H “that before any moncy-bills were laid on the
tablé, an inquiry should be wmade into the state of the
nation, especially in regard to the attempted innova-
tions in religi¢n, interference with the rights of private
property, and igvasion of the privileges of Parlia-
ment. Necither threats nor cajoleries could overcome,
their resistance. After a vain trial of his strength on
the constitutional ground, Chailes suddenly dissolved
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the House in a fit of anger. Pym and Elliot were
conspicuous during the brief session. But the great
fighting-men were silent. Blake said not a word.
Cromwell szid not a word. Events, however, soon com-
pelled Charles to issue writs for a new ‘election; and
before the ycar was outf, the Long Parliament, fated
to see and to survive so many governments, was sitting
at Westminster. Of this famous assembly Blake was
not a member until 1645, when he was rcturned for
Taunton in the room of Sir William Portman, his seat
for Bridgwater being occupied by Colonel Wyndham,
governor of tho castle, and a haughty gpponent of the
popular party. -

The strife had not yet died away beyoud the Tweed
when it arose in the sister country. Théfe, a long-
cherished hatred of tho Saxon raco cmbitiered the
quarrel about lands and religions. Under the powerful
rule of Strafford, tho Celtic population had been made
to fecl its inferiority in a thousand galling forms; that
statesman treating the country asa cauquercd provinee,
subject to no law save the law of the sword, and capable
of no rights but such as the prince might bestow and
revoke at pleasure. Yet in spite of Stafford’s cruelty
and his own bad faith, tho person and government of the
King were popular among the light¢hearted people : those
papistical rites and doctrines which rendered him so
suspicious in other parts of his dominions won for him
ihe confidence and affection of his Irish subjects. Inthe
King’s name, and as they pretended with his approval,
they flew to arms. Treachery of a confederate causcd
the failure of an attempt to seizo Dublth Castle; but
the insurrection spread into the remofest districts, and
,in one weck from the outibreak, the open country and
many of the chief towns in Longford, Leit-im, Cavan,
Donegal, Derry, Monaghan, and other. counties were
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possessed by the insurgents. The leaders declared by
proclamation that their object in rising was to support
the King against the popular members of the House
of Commons, who had invaded the royal prerogative,
intercepted the favours granted by the Crown to its
subjects in Treland, and designed to root oul the
Catholic faith from that part of the cmpire. The
King’s cause was adopted as their cause.  Their {fury
was directed against the very men who had brought
the greal oppressor to the scaflold. Tn the drunken-
ness of wexpected success, their followers commitied
atrocilies at which uature and history must shudder.
The English setviers, whetlier of ancient or of modern
standing, were cust into prison the.r goods aned lands
seized andydividedd, their ehildren, wen frem them, theie
women ravished Lo e then cves, and their whole body,
the grace, the « ', the surtaining clement off the
country, was treated with every barbarity which hate
could devise ar ' viqtevious paosion indliet, I Al
outhurst of popular j.anity, more than forty thousand
Protestant <eitlers were butehered in cold hloo:!
Preparations were nstantly, made to eheeh fhese
atrocitics.  But who was to command the fore s et
against the rebels? Those rebels openly declored that
they had the King’s ganction for what they had d e
a most unhappy declaration for the ma in whoee
interests they professed to devastate and wueder.  'The
two Ilouses dared not cutrust Lim with the means of
repression.  Charles himself fels how  disastrous was
the position made for him Dby hiy fricndss  1Te was
compelled cither to admit that the rising had take.
place at lss instigation, or to transfer to his nuw
Parliament the goneral conduct of the wars lle chose
the latter evil, and ‘in. ono day his cnemics bhesame’
masters of a'fleet and an mrmy, That day the contest
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botween the two powers began, After he had ceded
coptrol over the forces nccessary to suppress the
rebellion, Charles, alarined at his defencelessuess, made
oflorts 1o get his creature, Sir John Penninglon,
appointed chief adiniral in the Irish secas, a post of
supreme importance at that moment. His requests
were denied.  Parlimment had reason to suspeet that
officer of an intention to employ the force undir his
command against the national movement; they refused
thercfore to aceept the King’s nomination, and sent the
Liarl of Warwick as their vice-admiral into those waters.
Soon after this event, Charles raised the royal standard
at Nottinghawm, aid ealled the geniry & England to his
aid.  The two partics w in presenee ol cach other,
arming o dispute porwgssion of the veabu, ande®etermine
the principles oo which it sLowdd be sovamed, were as
distinet i character a~ i eanse, O the King's side,
nolwithstauding Lis peesonal weanades, o large majority
of the men of old Fumly was areaved. Men of the
highest birth and the gentlest nurlyre flew to the
standard o thoir ing.  Brave by nature, and loyal
from long hinbit, they were atuached by ancient tradition
or private Jotcrest o the forms of monarehy and episco-
paev. Bt these loyval geatlemen, though haedy, heed-
sz, wiil romantie, possessed no strang convietions, litle
of the sustained energy so needful in revolutions, and
sUll less moral reputation.  On the popular side were
manged -a few men of the highest rank, separated from
their peers by greater purity of life and by wider ecul-
ture, together with the whole body of merchants, and
th - more sober, stern, and religious of the eountry gen-
tlomen—the English Commons. A gay demeanour, a
light heart, a» passion for wine and wofhen, marked the
"Cuvelicr,  The Roundhead was distinguished by a grove
aspect, an austere life, fiegy enthusiasm, and fised beliels.
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Between such opponents the contest could not have
been prolonged beyond a single summer, had they com-
menced it in equal numbers and with equal means. But
their. condition as soldiers was as various as their
opinions. The royalists rode into the camp almost
ready for the field. Muny of them had been long familiar
with the use of arms; and nearly all had been accus-
tomed to a country life, to hanting, sporting, and the
exercises which best prepare men for the hardships of a
camp and the terrors of a battle-ficll. The rank and
file of the Roundhead forees consisted of students, small
farmers, and city tradesmen. To their hands, books and
implements of %teade or husbandry were more familiar
than pikes and muskets. Devotion, courage, enthusiasm,
they condl bring to the contest, but they had the art
and practice of war to learn from its very rudiments.
Charles quiticd Nottingham for the west of England
at the head of six vhousand men.  Enthusiasm for his
cause in the opening days of the conflict was boundless.
At Shrewsbury his army had increased to nearly twenty
thousand. This sudden accession of strength induced
him to turn on London, the head-quarters of hie most
active and powerful enemies, in the hope of crushing
them at a single blow; but he had searccly quitted
his halting-place wkan the Earl of Bssex was desceried
hovering with a considerabie forece on his flank and
rear, ready to cut off stragglers, intercept supplies, and
cnclose him between two fires, should he advance on
the capital. Ile was forced to retreat or to give battle,
and he chose t'o latter in confidence. Six thousand
men were Ieft dead on the ficld of Edgehill: Essex
retired towards Coventry, and the King advanced his
head-quarters t3 Oxford, whence he sent out flying
squadrons of horse under Prince Rupert to spread terror
to the suburbs of London. Fer a few days the city was
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distracted with reports, and the popular Jeaders showed
o desire to treat; but unfortunately for the royal causc,
whilo terms were being discussed under cover of an
armistice, Ruthen, the Royalist General, assaulted
Brentford. The cry of treachery was raised. The
citizens flew to arms. The traincd bands marched out
of London and encamped before the captured town. By
rapid marches Essex brought up his army from the
midland counties ; and instead of s¢171ng Whitehall and
the Tower, as he intended, Charles was compelled to
throw himself beyond the Thames; flymg like a fugitive
across the bridge at Kingston toward JReading and
Oxford, in the laticr of which cities he®resolved to pass
the winter months, afier fortifying with hasty works and
strong garrisons all the morc important placls m the
immediate vieimty.

Meanwhile Blake was on the aleet in Somersetshire.
[aking the King's hasty dissolutionsof the Short Parlia-
ment as a signal for action, Lie began, with the aid of his
young and fiery brothers Samuel and, Beyjamin, to count
lus friends, to prepare arms and horses, to concoct watch-
words, and to keep a heen eye on the movements of the
King’s partisans. 1lis troop was one of the first in the
field, and both the horse and foot playcd a conspicuous
part m the first action of any importfnee in the west of
England, when Sir John [Horner routed the newly raised
forces of the Marquis of Herifgrd at Wells.  From that
date he was in almost every action of importance in the
western counties, fighting his way into military notice.
He distinguished himsclf in the sharp encounter at
Bodmin; and gained the confidenco of hi# chief, Sir
VWilliam Waller, by his conduct on the ﬁcr«,ely disputed
figld of Lmisdown. Detached from ®the army Lo
sfrengthen the garrison at Bristol, he missed the dis-
astrous retreat at Roundway Down. Blake’s attention
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was not, however, confined to the war, His lmow;lcdgc
of business, his aclivity, and his severe integrily pointed
him out for other employments, and he was made one of
the Committee for seizing and sequestrating the Estates
of Delinquents in Somerset :—a thankless office, the
dutics of which he nevertheless discharged for several
years without giving rise to a single aceusation of par-
tiality, or making for himself one peuonal eneny. But
the camp was his field of action ; his aupenorxty to other
men about him lay in the marvellons fertility, energy,
and comprehensiveness of his military genius. Before
the field of action was as yet occupied by large armies,
be scoured tIit" country with his mtrepld dragoons,
rousing the spivit of his [riends, carrying terror to the
]wa1‘ths"~;f his enemies, and lovying contributions of
moncy and horses on such towns and hamlets as were
known to be disaflected to the national cause. In the
royalist camp Prirlee Rupert could alone be compared
with him as a partisan soldicv; And that brilliant cavalry
officer, fated to be foiled so often on Jand and sca by
Blake, first made the acquaintance of his redoubtuble
cnemy at the siege of Bristol, '
Rupert’s youth had passed like that of a hero of
romance. The son of a Bohemian king and an English
princess, he was womnected in blood with half the
reigning familics in Burope, and his long pedigree
stretched back through Gharlemagne to Attila. Yet as
a boy ho hdd known nothing of the grace of boyhood.
Storms raged round his cradle from his birth, Inan
ante-chamber ¢ the Hradschin he was one day snatched
up by his narsé while slecping in the midst of flashing
fires and booming artillery; Austrian and Bavarian
troops wore thindering at the gates of Prgue; and in
the hurry of mortal fear the menial dropt her charge on
the floor, and there he was found by a clmmberlnm of
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the.phlace, and flang into the last carriage that followed
the unhappy court in its flight to Breslau. Army after
army rose to avenge the dethronement of his mother, the
famous Queen of Hearts, but they struggled -in vain
against ihe more prosperous fortunes ef the southern
Germans. Rupert and his brother Maurice wandered
from court to court, but dread of the imperial arms
silenced every sentiment of pity in the royal palaces of
Burope ; and Holland alone, in its pride of liberty and
power, dared to ofter an asylum to the unhappy fugitives.
‘There Rupert passed his youth. A bard student at the
University of Leyden, a hunter and hawker over the flat
ficlds of the Zuyder Zee, ihe hero of many a courtly
tournament, a volunicer af the siege of Rhynberg,—at
the age of fifteen he yas a man of the “owi, and a
soldicr who had won his spurs In actual service. A Drief
visit to England, where Laud proposed to make him a
hishop, the Queen to marry him tqQe rich heiress, and
the King, his uncle, te send him out as viceroy to
Madagasear,—led to an insane cuterprise of his own for
the vecovery of his father’s family dominions on the
Rhine. Defeated and iaken prisoner, he passed three
heavy years in the fortress of Linz, varied only by a love-
affair with the young Countess of Kuffstein, whom he
abandoned for ever the moment he ojtained his freedom,
1Tis temper sourcd and his passions inflamed by adversity,
he turned soldier of fortune, repaired to England, wherc
his uncle's troubles opened a field for his military talents,
and he was immediately mnde master of the royal horsc,
The Oavaliers were companions after bis own heart. No-
sooner did he meet tlhe casy, dnshing, courtepus gentle-
men of England than he beeame their leader. Brave,
active, impetupus, no foe could withstand the vigour of
his onset or escape the eclerily of his pursuit. Three
months after his arrival his namo was already a word of
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terror in the country. But if his daring spirit and
indomitable activity made him a dangerous cnemy,—it is
also certain that his cold heart, his lust of money, his
rutbless cruelty, his contempt of law, made him a still
more fatal friend. In spite of his valour, his vigilanee,
and his success, history must describe the King’s warlike
nephew as the evil genius of his cause.

From his eamp at Oxford, Charles ruled about a third
of the territory of England. 'Wales and the border land
adhered steadfastly to his banner; and his dashing
master of the horse, after taking the important town of
Cirencester by surprise, proposed to consolidate the
royal power Titéhe west by the capture of Bristol and
the line of fortresses along the Severn. 'With his uncle’s
conscniphe tried to win the town by treason, bul the
faithless citizens who would have made themsclves his
instruments and -accomplices were betrayed to the
authorities. Treaehery failing, he advanced at the héad
of fourteen thousand foot and.sir thousand horse, and
summoned Colonel Ficnnes, the commander, Lo yield up
the place to Mis King’s officers. Though torn with
factions, a8 werc most towns at that time, Bristol was
capable of a long, if not a permanent defence. Of regular
troops within its walls, in cavalry and infantry, there
were not less thay two thonsand men; many of the
citizens were armed ; the store of provisions was abun-
dant and of excellent quality ; shot and powder were
plentiful ; and a powerful park of brass ordnance was
distributed among tho forts and works. The lincs, it
is true, were incomplete. In many places the breast-
works had got been earried to the' proper clevation, and
the ditch at some points required greater width aud
depth. But the castle within the town was a hold
of some strength, and the minor forts along the lince—
one of the most important of which, Prior’s Hili, was
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entrusted by Fiennes to Oaptain- Blake—offered centres
of support to the garrison. Had the chief command
been in the hands of an able and resolute soldier, the
city would probably not have fallen, and if so, not
ingloriously.

On Sunday morning, J uly 23, Rupert and Maurice sat
down before the walls, their force supported by a con-
siderable train of artillery, and from their head-quarters
at Clifton—a charming suburb even at that time—they
sumnmoned the garrison to surrender. This summons
leading to no result, they spent a day and night in
reconnoitring the posxtlon, exchanging a fow shots with
the outposts, and driving in foragers. Next day Fiennes
issucd -an order that all ditizens not actually engaged
in the defence, should, keep within doors, lg=*ing the
strects free for the soldiers. At the same time Rupert
drew oul his army in two lines, and marched them in
order of battle within view of the forts, hoping to
intimidate the citizens By his immensc means of offence.
But the display failing of effect, he fixed his positions,
and began to erect battorles In ‘the ‘afternoon Lord"
Gl'nudison and a body of cavalry took possession of a
rising ground, covered by a thick hedge, over-against
Prior’s 1ill, where Blake was stationed with a small
hody of men; and the labourers threw up in baste a
rude breastwork, on which, under cover of the dark-
ness, they planied their field-picces unseen. At mid-
night two cannon-shots from Grandison’s position
lighted the sky and broke the deep silence with their
cchoes. Blake quickly answered from Prior’s Hill with
a discharge of musketry and grape-shot. Og the instant
lichts wero® seen’ moving in the beleaguering lines, and
& nocturnal *cannonade commenced, efead rapidly to
“alljacent parts, and lasted for about an hour. Next day
preparations were made by the Royalists to storm the
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works ; and when all was ready they adianced to the
assault in six lines, the .officers and soldiers wearing
green bonghs for rccognition in the disorder of the
cxpected sack. The men in the first line bore fagots on
their backs; those in the second drove carts laden with
carth to fill the ditch; the third line. was armed with
‘muskets; the fourth boxe long pikes with wild-fire at
the points; the fifth carried hand-grenades; the sixth
was armed like the third with muskets. The chargo was
mado with Rupert’s usual intrepidity. Parts of the
shallow ditch were filled—the works were scaled in
several places at the same moment—and Cavalier and
Roundhead met kand to hand in single encounters ; hut
after a long and fierce strupzle, the assailants were
repulseds gith loss b every point. ‘While the infantry
were storming, a squadron of the royal horse swept
round the outer lines, and made an unexpeeted appear-
ance before Fromee(ate, with orders to cut down the
scntries, and advance at a gallp on the rear of the
earrison then engaged with the main body of the royal
infaniry. 'This' attempt alco failed, The guard ab
Trome Gate was on the alert, and a hot fire from
Lehind their sheltered positions put the horsemen to
rout. The fighting went on simultaneously at the forts.
Two demi-cannon hagl been direeted by Lord Grandison
with some cffect against the old walls at Prior’s IIill;
but Blake’s vigorous fire kept the assailants at bay, and
when night came down, and the cowbatants had time
to count their losses, besides the usnal casunlifies;
(irandison had +#o deplorc the death of his chief
cannonceer; JBlake, the mutilation of one of his three
guns, and serious damage to his works,

The garrison efyPrior’s Hill had little bréathing time.
Defore threc o’clock in the morning, the grey dawn wak *
streaked with bursting lights, and the sleep of the tired

d



RODBERT BLAKE, " 83

sollicrs was broken by tho cracking muskets of the
Cornish  division, Rupert was already awake in his
tent; and on catching the first signal, he drew out his
troops, and dprOSGd #me squadrons of horse nndcr
cover of the rising grounds,—ready to second th®
infantry in case of need, to check -sallies, and enter
the lines as soon as the foot had forced a way. MHis
design was to break the curtain between Prior’s ITill
and the next position, a small redoubt, strengthened by
two fortificd houses; but finding his flank torn by
Blake’s steady fire, he sent Grandison with a body of
picked men to storm the post, while he advanced with
the main body against the intervenig curtain :—the
- aitack on Prior’s Hill thus became the centre of ope-
rations for that day. Dividing his force, 4%randison
sent fifly musquetcers to alarm the line a little to the
vizht of Blake’s position, and fifty others to make a
demonstration on the left. Withipe gunshot of Prior’s
1ill, the highway entered Bristol through the rude
defences, the point of intersection being covered by a
spur with a low breastwork, and barricdded by a gate of
strong timbers. 'While the garrison at the ILill was
distracted with ibe movements of the musquetcers,
Colonel Tmnsford, at the head of three hundred men,
fell on the curtain,—but after a sharp struggle, was
driven back with loss. Major Sandars was then sent
forward with two hundred and fifty men to storm the
spur, and bravely rushing through the fire from the
works up to the gate, came to a pike and pistol contest
with its defenders. Nine hand-grenades were thrown
into the works. Captain Fawcett fastened,a petard to
the timbers of the gate, but the explosion only shattered
a few bars, without opening a practicallebreach. After
-ag hour and a half lost in fighting a serics of siirmishes,

in which he saw Captain Howell and many of his most
»
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gallant commanders fall in vain, Grandison was con-
vinced that so long as Prior’s Hill remained in Blake’s
hands, the curtain could not be forced at that point; and
he drew out his whole strength® against the proved key
& the position. Elated by success, the little garrison
prepared to receive the foe, The Royalists, led by their
impetuous and exasperated chief, pushed into the shallow
ditch surrounding the fort again and again, but always
to retire in confusion and with loss. Finding his
ammunition about to fail, Blake ordered his men to
hurl stones on the assailants below, while the best
marksmen kept up a steady and destructive fire from
the embrasures. * Lunsford at one moment placed a
ladder against the wall, and mounted as high as the
palisades"but was then forced back. Tieutenant Ellis
gained the line, but was instantly shot through the
heart. Again the whole body advanced to an assault;
again the little garriron repulsed them with slaughter,
* As the Royalists retired in confusion, Blake, fecling,
with the untaught instinet of genius, that the decisive
moment had come, lowered the drawbridge, and sallicd
at the head of his little troop. Rage and shame scined
the royalist officers on seeing their troops turn from the
fire of a mere handful of men; and mounting a horse
that stood ncar, Grandison shouted to them to follow
him. At the sound of his voice the fugitives rallied,
and wero led a third time to the assault. At the ditch
they met the Roundheads, Blake in front; the struggle
was renewed, pistol and pike, sword and musket.
Girandison wans sl ot in the leg and disahled. Coloncl
Owen advanced to take his place; he received the
contents, of a musket in his head: Hotly pressed in
front, their lend®m-out of action, without plan or dircet-
_ing mind, the Royalists at last fell back in disorder
their old position. Having completely swept 1ho line,
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and cleared the hill, so far as they came within range of
his fire, Blake retired with his exhausted troops to their
little fort.

At other points the fortunes of the day had been less
favourable to the Roundheads. Between Brandon Hill
and Windmill Fort, where the curtain was incomplete,
and the defence weakest, Colonel Washington broke
over with his regiment of horse; and ihe defenders
falling back rapidly, he advanced at a brisk pace
through ihe suburbs up to Frome Gate: but being
unsupported by the prince, his ardour exposed his men
to the risk of being enclosed and cut off. From tho
windows and roofs of houses a flanking fire galled and
thinned his ranks; and some of his Dravest oflicers
fell at his side. Rupert hesitated to enter 2’ broken
line, and kept his troops waiting in a meadow at the
foot of Brandon Hill, out of range from its guns. Had
Ficnnes made a vigorous movement, at this time, he might
have captured or,cut to pieces the whole of Washing-
ton’s regiment, seriously damaging the reputation of
Rupert’s redoubtable cavalry. Buf the governor’s heart
failed him as soon as the encmy appeared before Frome
Gate. To the astonishment of the Cavaliers he made
signs for a parley ; and before midnight, he had already
agreed to that surrender which bjasted an honourable
‘reputation, and brought his head within an inch of the
block. Rupert undertook that the inhabitants should
not be plundered, and that the garrison should depart
without their arms. . Blake's indignation was loudly and
fiercely expressed. At first he could not believe that a
man, who had evinced no want of courage in the House'
of Commons, could give up the second city in the empire
ofter a few hours of not very seriouasfighting ; and for
- his own part he refuséd to admit the terms of capitu-
lation, and threatened to hold his littlo stronghold to

»2
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the last man. In the confusion of his preparation for
departure on the morrow, Fienncs omitted to acquaint
- the commanders of Prior's Hill and Brandon 1Till forts
with the nature of the important act concluded with the
prince ; and this negligence afterwards became a serious
. charge agninst him, as putting many valuable lives in
peril.  'When, therefore, at sunrise a body of Royalists
appeared before the ditch to take possession of the little
fort which they had vainly assailed the previous day,
Blake replied to their summons with & volley of
musketry.  On hearing that the commander at Prior’s
ITill refused to admit the articles of surrender, Rupert
deelared that he aould hang him on the spot:—how
different might have been his own carecr had he carried
this threag,into execution! Twenty-four hours longer
Blake held his post, and kept the Cavaliers at bay; but
then learning, from persons on whom le could rely, the
exact nature of the saruecment with Fiennes, and that
the Roundhead g'u'rlson was alveady on its march, he
reluctantly quitted the position he had shown himself so
well able to detend’ Ticnnes was brought before o
conrt-martial at St. Alban’s, where he was tried for
cowardice, convicted and sentenced lo death,—but his
life was spared by the lord general Essex. Blake did
not appear as a witness against him on tho trial.

The loss of Bristol was one of a serics of misfortunes.
fen days before the capitulation, Waller had been
worsted at Roundway Down; a fortnight before that
disaster, the Tairfuxes had fought and lost a great battle
on Adderton Mocv, and were then shut up in IIull
Even Cromwgll’s genius had failed to keep down the
Lineolnshire Royalists ; Gainsborough was taken by their
partisans ; Lincolg, itsclf had to be abandoned. Hoption
had encountered and dispersed the Roundheads at
Stratton in Cornwall. With the cxception of Londou,
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the Associated Eastern Countics, and a few isolated
towns, .the wholo country appeared to be reduced to
obediened.  Liberty appeared to be in its last throes,
and ono more decisive victory might have put an end
to constitutions and parliaments in England for many
ycars. With no feir of an enemy by the way, Charles
passed from Oxford to Bristol, where he called a couneil
to deliberate on the next movement. Rupert and the
war-parly advised the King to march on London and
finish the war. But more timorous councils prevailed,
and it was first resolved to reduce Gloucester, the only
city of importance in the west of England still faithful
to the national causc:—a fatal detérmination for ihc
King, as it gave the Roundheads time to recover from
the alarm of so many dlisasters. Rising to te’Leight of
the oceasion, the London train-bands once more marched
with Essex and his levies against the vietorious Cavalicrs.
At their approach, Charles burnt his huts and raised the
siege of Gloucester, and the battle of Newbury, though
undecisive, restored in somo degree the equality of the
two powers.

Meantime Blake reccived new employments from the
Parliament. IIe was named one of the Somerset Com-
wmittee for Ways and Means, and appointed, as a reward
for his exploits at Bristol, LicuteColonel to Popham’s
regiment, one of the finest bodics of militia in the
_country. The corps was fiftcen hundred strong, well
. tquipped, and firmly attached to Roundhead principles.
With a part of this force, in which his brother Samuel
had command of a company, Blake made a dash into
Bridgwater, with the hope of surprising s castlo and
sccuring that town for the good cause. Riding in by the
21d stone Bridge on which ho had ##Bften played as a
“child, he staiioned his men on the Corn-hill avd ‘market-
])]me, and made the Swan Inn.his head-quarters. [lut
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‘Wyndham was alert. The guns of the castle, forty in
number, were plepared for action ; the royahgt garrison
was atb least equpl in strength to hls own regiment ; and
swayed by the Luttrels, Trevelyans, and other county
families, supported by a majority of the clergy, the
townsmen themselves evinced no eagerness to throw off
the Cavalicr yoke. Without ordnance, ficld-stores, or
other necessary supplies, Blake would not venture to sit
down before the castle; so calling in his scouts and
patrols, he gave marching orders for the south coast,
where his regiment had been already destined for
service in defence of Lyme. A melancholy incident
marked the departure from his native town. Samuel,
liis younger brother, a gallant but imprudent officer, had
left his quakters on a flying visit to his wife and children
at Pawlett, four miles down the river. At the Shoulder
of Mutton, a village ale-house still in existence, he heard
that a captain of arrhy and one of his followers werc
crossing the river at Combwich passage to beat up
recruits for the« King's service. This intelligence he
ought to have carried at once to his brother, instead of
which his zeal induced him to mount his horse and ride
after the two officers. Ile came up with them at
Streachill, a quarrel ensucd, and ho was killed in the
fray, leaving behind 21im a widow and two young chil-
dren. Blake was terribly shocked at this family disaster,
but he bore it in the true spirit of a Roundhead. * When
the news came to Bridgwater,” says one who lived jn his
family and often heard the circumstance referred to,
“the officers of the regxment were seen to cabal together
in little compames, five or six at a place, and talk of il
very scriously, gone of them being forward to tcll
Colonel Blake what they wero talking about. At last he
asked one of them very carnestly, and the gentleman
replied with some emotion, Xolir Uyother Sam is killed,
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cxplaining how it came to pass. The colonel, baving
heard him out, said, Sam had no business there. And, as
it he took no further notice of it, turned from the Corn-
hill or market-place into the Swan Inm, of chief note in
that town, and shutting himseclf in a room gave way to
the calls of nature and brotherly love, saying, Died
Abner as a fool dieth!” The same writer adds: “ But
the sorrow of heroic minds, as it is more powerful than
that of the general, so it is sooner spent ; and collecting
his own great soul within itself, and remembering the
duty and resignation to the Divine will, he was in a shorl
time composed both in thought and look, and leaving the
Swan room, conversed with his officens on the Corn-hill -
about their march to the south coast. After this gush of
grief, he was mnever known to bewail hig ebrother’s
untimely death, or let it dwell in his memory.” But to
the end of his career he never ceased to think with kind-
ness and regret of poor Sam,—the only one of his
brothers who resembled liimselfin contempt of obstacles ;
and to the orphan children thus suddenly committed to
his chargo he became a father. The €lder boy, Robert,
cvinced at an carly age a longing for the sea; he
cutered the navy, and served with distinction in the
fleets of his uncle; the younger, Samnuel, showed a more
pacific disposition. It was to the young scaman, Captain
Robert Blake, that the Admiral bequeutbed as the true
heir to his naval glories, the gold chain bestowed on him by
Pnrhument for his eminent services to the Commonwealth.
- After the fall of Bristol, the royal army, increased by
new levies, separated into two grand divisions. Rupert
and tho King turned northward, Maurice gvent into the
west with orders to reduce the few towns on the south-
west coast still holding oyt for Parlament. Lord Car-
*arvon led the ndvanced guard of the western army, a
powerful squadron of horse, and in a few weeks swept the
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country from the Severn to the sea. Dorchester struck:
without a blow. Weymouth, Corfe Castle and Portland
Island fell into Cavalier hands; and these great losses
were followed by the loss of Barnstaple, Dartmouth and
Exeter. The natural strength of Plymouth sct the land-
forees at defiance ; but with the exception of two or three
insignificant places, like Poole and Lyme, it was ihe only
position of influcuce still retained by the Roundheads in
the west of England. Maurice, flushed with the glories
of a triumphant march, tried an assault of Plymouth;
but failing in the attempt, he left a detachment of his
army to blockade the great fortress, and with a force
of nearly twenty thousand men moved along the coast,
intending to punish the petty garrisons of Lyme and
Poole, o his way towards London.

Lyme was a little fishing town’with nine hundred or
a thousand inhabitants. DBuilt in a narrow valley, at
the dip between two hills, it was overlooked on three
sides from the heiglits, and the clifts commanded the
whole inner line of the bay. Three narrow lancs, lead-
ing tuwards Charmouth, Axminster and Sidmout), cub
by a few irregular streets, formed the heart of the tov .
Generally the houses were built of soft stone aud
covered with thatch, the DLe ‘ttor sort Laving curious
wibles and balconies opening out pleasantly to the s
The chureh, dedicatéd to St. Michacel, stood on a rising
ground on the left, but every part of the grave-yard,
roof, and stecple was overlooked from the brow of
Colway Lill. As a port Lyme was *of small importance,
the water being shallow and the shoro dangerous. Only
vessely of the smallest tonnage could run in for shelter
behind its ancient Cobb,~-a low sea-wall built out four
or five lundred yards from the town to break the
tremendous furce of tho Aflantic waves,—yct as ng
other place of refuge offered itsell for seversl agnes
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along that ‘*slormy coast, its roadstead sometimes
swarmed with small vessels, the property of London
merchants, and therefore good prize for Royalists.  The
town-defences consisted of a dry ditch, a few earth-
works hastily thrown up, and three small batteries,—
Davies' fort, standing a little above Church Cliffs on a
high mound looking towards Uplyme, but which has
since fallen into the sca—Gun ClLff, and the fort at
Cobb Gate, the two latter being small batteries on
the sca-shore, covering the bay, but useless against an
enemy making his attack from the hills. Into this
cluster of poor cottages Blake threw himself with part
of DPopham’s regiment to protect, the ships from
marauding Cavaliers. Colonel Ceely, the civil governor
of the town, had won distinetion against the flvjng corps
of Royalists ; his brotfher-in-law, Harvey, a mfn of means,
lent the assistance of his purse; and they were seconded”
by the zcal and devotion of Kerridge the mayor. Nor
way Parliament unmindful of the“town. A commitice
had becn named to watch over its safety in conjunction
with Poole and Plymouth. Money had been voted for
arms, and powder bhad been sent from Plymouth. But
the most sanguine membBer of the London committee
never dreamt that Tyme would repulse ibe great army
under Mawrice, and that Blake’s hold of this obscure
and unfortified town would becomé one of the remark-
able cvents of*tho war,

As the prince came down from the hills of Somersct,
Blake counted his forces, and found the number did not
exceed five hundred men. The town, though its spirit
was good, afforded little aid, for its wholo population
fell short of a thousand souls ; but with the assistanco of
the mayor and Governov Cecly, a bogdy of volunteers,
somce of them from Charmouth and other neighbouring
villages, was drilled for service. Earth-works, hastily
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thrown up, connected the points of tho "defence from
Davics’ fort, on the High Cliff, along the slopes beyond
the town to Holme Bush fields, near that arm of tho
Cobb which conncets the sea-wall with the shore.
Two large houses, standing on opposite sides of thc
valley, about a mile from the line—Colway House, an
ancient residence of the Cobham family, and Haye, a
substantial farm, were occupied as outposts. Foraging
parties were sent out in all directions, with orders to
bring back fodder, cattle and other nccessaries, for
which receipts were duly given. Blake’s comrades were
still working at the rude defences when the glittering
array of the royul srmy suddenly appeared above the
brow of Uplyme IHill. The vast expanse of.sca, the
green slopes of that secluded valley, broken to the view
,by clumps of trees, orchards and corn-ficlds, and the
white houses of the town, as they lay, sorene and pic-
) turesque, in the mérning sun, touched some chords of
sentiment even in tho grim busom of ecivil war, and
the Cavalier host rent the air with shouts of surprise
and admiration. * It was not until ev cning that Maurice
descended into.the valley, drove the outposts from ITaye
and Colway House, and summoned Blake and Ceely to
surrender.

The extreme wealmess of the place was well known
to the Royalists ; so that when the prince found his sum-
mons answered with a haughty defiance, he impetuously
called his trumpeters to sound a general charge: The
infantry hurled a shower of hand-grenados into the town,
and in the disorde= caused by their explosion, a squadrun
of horse rode down on the lines, expecting to carry them
lance in hand at the first onset. But fhe tactics which
had baffled the M, alists at Prior’s Hill prevailed again’
at Lyme; after a fierce struggle between lance anil
musket, the horse, unable to force an entrance, drew off,
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and retired up the valley. The foot then advanced in
deep columns to storm ; again and again they advanced ;
but always to fall back with loss of men and character
before an unwavering and deadly fire. Furious at this
sudden check to his career of arms, Maurice rode to the
scene of confusion, rallied the broken ranks, and gave
the word to charge once more; but the men refused to
obey the word, until ho wheeled round his cavalry and
drove them on by pistol-shots in the rear. It was all in
vain. Volleys of case-shot met them in front from an
cnemy protected by cover from their fire; and as their

ranks thinned, the line staggcred, broLe, and the men
turned and fled beyond hope of rccal that day. The
prince then changed his plan ; convinced by the firm-
ness of the first day’s resistance, that, contenftible as
Lyme would appear to the King and his council, he
must either sit down to the labours of a regular siege,
or march away with his great army, leaving this vigilant
cnemy in his rear and with the stain of discomfiture
on his hitherto victorious banner. | Befween these two
courses there wgs no choice; so he took up his fesi-
dence at Colway House, and threw up works on which
to plant his siege artillery. DMoie than eight weeks
that fine army lay on the slopes over Lymc, baffled by
an enemy with only a handful of yen, and mud-works
for ramparts. At Oxford, the aflair was a marvel and
mystery. Every hour the Court expected to hear that
the “littlo vile fishing-town,” as Clarendon contemp-
tuously calls it, had fallen, and that Maurice had
marched away to enterprises of greater moment; but
every post brought word to the wondering touncil, that
Coloncl Blake still held out, and that his defence was
Towsing and Tallying the dispersed aliirents f Parlia-
ment in thoso parts. 'While the western division of the
Royalists was wasting its ¢ime and strength in an ‘obscure
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corner,—neither port, nor fortress, nor highway,—the
most imporlant towns and eastles lay open to the Round-
heads, and some of them actually fell into their hands.
Lyme itsclf remaincd unshaken. Day after day, week
after week, storm, stratagem, blockade, failed to subdue
the little garrison. Maurice felt the humiliation of his
position ; unable to account to his uncle and his brother
for the delay of its capture, he made & prodigal sacrifico
of life to secure success. How oflen would the thought
occur to him—if Rupert had only hung that Captain
Blake at Bristol! In London the press was filled with
the wonders of this remarkable defence ; and Roundhead
writers uscd it a8 a set-off against their own prolonged
failures at Latham House. Yet the Cavaliers fought
before mhe breastworks at Lyme with the most
resolute gallantry, and some of the best blood in the
west of England flowed into ils trenches. After the
siege was raised, ang the Royalists had time to count up
and compare their losses, they found to their surprise
and horror that more men of gentle blood had died
before Lyme, than liad fallen in all the Other sieges and
skirmishes in the western countics since the opening of
the war.

Within the town, all was activity, confidence, enthu- -
sinsm.. The voluntcers from Uplyme, Charmoutl, and
the villages along thio sen-coast, raised the effective force
of the garrison to necarly a thousand men; mauy of
them rude of speech, unused to arms, unbroken by
discipline, but hardy, fearless, and devoted to the good
cause. After a few days’ servico in that fierce school,
under that ateady command, they stood fire like yvetcrun
soldiers; and they brought into the cawp a spirit of
disinterestedness. juite unusual in men of ihe sword.
Under pressurce of the defence, they served without pa;,
and lived on short commons; many of thear had no
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shirts or other linen, few wore shoes and stockings, and
still fewer could boast of a full suit of clothes. Yet no
murmur was ever heard :—each man felt some portion
of the greatness of the issue, and ordinary sufferings
seemed as nothing when borne in the name of frcedom .
and of God. Nor was this martial ardour confined to
the hardier sex ; women not only tended the sick, and
waited on the wounded, but wrought at the ditch and
barricades, loaded the bandoliers with powder and shot,
and even learned to handle the musket with effect. One
heroine stood in the ranks during a furious attempt to
storm, and fired sixteen rounds of shot at the encmy’s
columns, .

Possessed of a regular siege-train, Maurice ]md a
great superiority in the more distant fighfing. His
batteries, placed on the cliffs and slopes above the line
of defence, gradually silenced the little forts in the town.
Cobb Gate was destroyed by a battewy crected at Holme
Bush, which battery also swept the bay, and prevented
the arrival of vesscls, except under cover of night. A
powerful battery was erected on ColWay Hill to act
agninst Davies’ fort—the key of the defence,—but the
carth-walls on that side being hastily sttengthened six
or cight fect, the cannon-shot spent its force on them in
vain. In the narrow sircets and lanes of the town,
destruction went on slowly buf’ certainly. Hapd-
grenades were picked up in every yard; mauy houses
were soon rendered uninhabitable; those on the hill-
side ncar the road to Sidmouth were utterly destroyed ;
the vessels in ‘the harbour suffered much from the land
batterics; but not an inch of the line wasslost by the
garrison. About ‘seven at night on May Gth a grand
attack was 1nade by surprise. Six dxps the Royalists
Td been quict in their tents, and the town-p=ople had
been employed in securiyg their fishing-boats from the
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rage of a tempest; the soldiers, a little off guard, wero
at supper—and the approach of the storming party—
three separate columns, supported by musqueteers,—
was concealed by a thick fog. Roused, however, by
the enemy’s signals, the Roundheads flew to arms,
and met their assailants with valour and impetuosity
superior to their own. Some companies of Royalists,
fighting as if they had resolved to take the place that
night, forced their way through the rude works, and
pressed on with shouts towards the market square; but
the defenders .closed behind them, and cut off from
their comrades, in the narrow alleys of an unknown
town, the cnemy in front, flank and rear, they perished
almost to a man, The surprise having failed, the fog
and darkness came in aid of thp defence; and in less”
than an hour after the signal to storm the breastwork
had been given, the Cavalicrs were driven ofl from every
part of the cresconf, leaving behind them a heap of
pikes, muskets, hand-grenades, and ladders. A hundred
men lay dead in the trenches, By death, wounds and
desertion, Maurice lost between four and five hundred
men that night. Colonel Blewett, one of the best
soldiers in the®royal camp, fell, pierced with three balls,
while gallantly leading his column across the works.
The day he joined t}}e camp before Lyme, the generals
tolg him it was a mere breakfast matter, and that they
would carry the town before they dined! Captain
Pawlett and many other officers were left dead in the
ficlds. Next morning, Maurice sent to beg the body of -
his friend Blewett, and Blake at once consented to
restore it if his men were not disturbed while searching
for the body, and picking up the spoil. Ho would
not, he said, ir. xich a caso make conditions, but he
would appeal to the prince’s magnanimity to set ht
liberty Ceely’s brother-in-law, Harvey, who had been
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scized when going about his affairs, and was then a
prisoner in the camp, Blewett's corpse-was found,
washed and put into a8 new shroud and coffin; but
Maurice refused to restore Harvey, and told the defenders
they mnight keep the dead body if they pleased. Indignant
at this reply, Blake had the coffin carried to the line
opposite the entry on Holme Bush, where he signalled
the heralds to come for it. * Have you,” said he,
scornfully, as the men approached, * have you any
command to pay for the shroud and coffin ?”* They
answered, “No.” Curling his whiskers with his finger,
he added with disdain :—* Neverthcless, take them:
wo are not so poor but that we can givesthem to you.”
The news of this gallant repulse flew to Plymouth,
Thence it was despatched to London, whete jt -created
the most lively joy. In'the House of Commons it was
vead by Richard Rose, one of the burgesses for Lyme;
and the House at once voted an aid ofe8001., and thanked
the garrison and its chiefs in the warmest terms. Blake
was urgent in his appeals to Parliament for succour.
Provisions and ammunition were both failing ; some of
his most active partisans had fallen at his side in the
daily cncounters, and his little garrison was rapidly
losing its strength by death, wounds and sickness, But
to tho Cavaliers he still presented the same resolute
front. Late one might his scouts ‘brought word that
carly next mgorning the enemy intended a surprisc;
against this plot he resolved to use counter-plot ; there-
fore, when the assailants, moving with great caution,
came 1o the works, they found them more deserted than
they had dared to hope; the few men onaguard fled
betore them into the town, and Cavaliers to the number
of four hundred followed them into the 1%t of -close and
Mricate alleys where Blake had laid his ambuse, Not
a wingle man escaped. Cuyt off from their friends and
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enclosed in a ring of fire, poured on them from the cover
of windows, doors and parapets, as well as from the
soldicrs in the streets, they struggled gallantly to gain
some open space, but after a great part of their body
had fallen in heaps, choking the way.and rendering it
still more difficult to advanee or retreat, the rest laid
down their arms and were made prisoners of war. A
parley took place soon after this signal disaster, when
Blake told one of the Royalist generals that he did not
wish for advaniage of position: the officer, then stand.
ing on the low breastwork, pointed out its weakness,
and spoke with the confidence of an old soldier of its
speedy capture. * “ Here,” said the commander of the
garrison characteristically, *“you see how weak our
works'arec they are not things wherein we trust; there-
fore tell the prince that if he wishes to come into the
town with his army to fight, we will pull down ten or
iwelve yards, so that he may come in with ten men
abreast, and we will fight him.” The Royalists replicd
that they would come into the town when they could do
so to their own ndvanta«e :—which did not happen so
long as Blake commanded

The twenty-third of May found the civil and military
governors anxiously counting up the store of bread and
powder. A erisis wps nigh; in two weeks the last sack
of flour would be consumed, and if no relief eame in by
sea the garrison would be starved out, andgither foreed
to surrender or cut their way through the beléaguering
hosts. But on that very evening they descried a sail
rounding Portland Point; and when morning dawned
the fleet of the Earl of Warwick was seen in the
offing, lying as noar shore as the dangerous form of
the coast wouli cullow. He had broughtt by order of
Parliament a small relief of provisions and some militay
stores. The sailors sent on,land with these supplics
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wero so shocked to see the maked dnd deplorable con-
dition of the little garrison of whose prowess they had
heard so much, that they immediately returned to the
ships .and spread the touching details of the story
among their comrades. These noble fellows at once
* made a collection of all the articles they could spare;
and many a man that day gave up his best shoes, his
warmest shirt, and more than half his ration to the de-
fenders of Lyme. They contributed from their scanty
stores, thirty pair' of boots, a hundred pair of shocs,
a hundred and sixty paif of stockifgs, a heap of
old clothes, a guod round number of shirts, and a
considerable quantity of bread and figh, Nor was this
the largest part of their gemerous sacrifice :—they
proposed to the commpissariat-to give up fopr the same
purposes a fourth of their daily allowance of bread for
the next four months, in all nine thousand pounds
weight. While these arrangement were being made
on board, the garrison was fighting bravely in the
streets, Blake, at the head of a sallying pavty, was
about to issue from the gate, when Captain Southern,
sent by Maurice to make another effort to carry the
town by assault before Warwick could throw reiuforce-
ments on shore, began the attack. The nction was brief
but terrific.  Colonel Weir, Blako's most active and
cflicient officer, was shot in the abdomen; Captain Pyne,
his gallant master of the horso, reccived a mortal wound;
Blake himself was hurt in' the foot, enough to make him
lame for life. Sixty Cavalier corpses strewed the ground ;
among them was the corpse of Captain Southern, who for
a freak had dressed himsclf in Lord Paw®tt’s armour
---n man most hateful to the people of Lyme, and who
was heavily tuleted for his share it® tRese transactions
" tho oxpress benefit of the town. :

Few men had doue so wuch for the defence as Captain
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Pyne; and Blake ordered a solemn funeral to be pee-
formed in his honour. Unfortunalcly, the volleys fired
over hig grave informed the Cavaliers, who from Black
Venne and Colwdy Hill eould look down into the very
churchyard, that some mournful act of the drama was in
progress and the altention of the citizens drawn off
from the defence ; and when the people in their mourning
altire werc turning from the chancel where they had
paid the last duties to their old companion in arms, a
cry of attack was raised 'ﬂong the streets, and a ean-
nonade, louder, fiercer, and “more sustained than usual,
commenced from all the Dattevies. After thundering at
the works until noon, tearing away the ecarth-walls in
several places, bursting through roofs and knocking down
chimneys, the Cavaliers advancal with their ‘sealing-
ladders, hand-grenades, and long pikes, from Charmouth
road, from Uplyme, and from the high grounds above
Holme Bush. Thé Roundheads met the atlacking
parties with the fury of men swlering under a sense
of outrage,—and, that day blood flowed down the stecp
gutters, and the rivulet and the town-water were both
dyedcrimson. The Royalist gentlemen held their ground
stoutly, but their ardour was no longer .seconded by the
common soldiers, and they were three times driven back
with shame and loss {o their entronchments. Yot these
repulses were dearly bought, and in the diary of the
defence this day was marked as that on which the town
suffered most severely in its garrison.

‘When all was still again, Blake went on board the
fleet, and arranged with Warwick ‘the details of an
upcramn fér the ensuing day. In pursuanco of his
schamie three bundred men were secretly landed frum
the ships; the fleet’then weighed anchor and stood away
eastward towards Charmouth, making feints of a dmyz
to throw men on shore at some favourable point.
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Maurice, anxiously waiching this movement from the
'heig,hts, concluded that the Earl had taken part of the
garrison on board with the intention of : 4ttackmg him on
his rear or flank ; and under this impression he sent his
cavalry, attended by a few hundred foot, along the brow
of the cliffi; to wait on this suspicious movement, and if
possible provent-a landing. By firing a few broadsides
towards the eliffs, Warwick drew this force to the cast of
Seatown, seven or eight miles from Lyme, wherc- he
commenced a more steady cannonade, as if he designed
to send a body of men towards Chideock Castle, 'l‘he
Royalists threw up a breastwork. Mecanwhile, as Blake
had forescen, the Prince resolved to make a final attempt
to carry the works, Three thousand men.were chosen
from the Cavalier ranks; they were arrangael in three
solid columns, and ordered to support and suceeed each
other in the attack. On the other side, by the acces-
sion of the three hundred seamor!, Blake could now
wuster within his lines about twelve hundred men; and
as Maurice’s formidable cavalry was away among the
hills beyond Seatown, the two forces approached nearer
equality of rumbers than they had been in any previous
encounter; with the advantages for $he defenders of con-
centration, narrow strects, houses, every one of which
was o little fortress, and the wurkgs in advance, such as
they were. At six in tho cvening, while there were still
three hours of daylight, the first shots wero exchanged,
and until past eight the slopd leading to Uplyme was
like a battle-field, and the ﬁring 80 swift and fierce as to
give the town an appearancé of being wrapt in flames.
Some houses were set on fire and destroyed,’others were
battered down with shot ; but the sight of burning thatch
und folling rdfters only served to inflitnd the eourage of
the people. A full third of the téwn was already in

ruins, and even had he succeeded, Maurice would have
rQ
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gained mothing at Lyme beyond glory and a heap of
stones. The first column fought gallantly for half an
hour; it retired, and the sccond column ocenpied its
post. By half-past seven this was also broken; and the
last column advanced with tremendous shouts on the
now ahmost exhausted garrison. Falling back a little, so
as Lo recover breath under tho cross fire froin the nearest
houscs, the defenders made a vigorous stand, and in half
an hour the result was no longer doubtful. Blake then
gave his final orders, Advancing from all sides, as if
quickéned witle new life, his offifers appeared on both
flanks of the encmy, while he pressed them steadily in
front. A little afler cight o’clock the attacking eolumn
wits cut throngh, and the soldiers fled iu disorder to their
cntrenched, quarters.  Stragglers continued to fire their
picces at intervals until night-fall; but the contest was
already over. That day cost King Charles five hundred
of his bravest follow ers,

Maurice had made his last cfort, and it had failed.
Cannonades were repeated again and again, but the
day of hope for him' was now past.  1ssex was moving
westward with a large army, and the Privee.-felt that his
position before Lyge was no longer tenable, As a
parting salute he fired into the town a quantity of red-
hot balls and bars of twisted lead. Poor Maurice! 1liy
rage, though vain, was not unnatural; for his fortures
and his military reputation were both broken om the
rocky beach at Tiyme. The loss of the Cavaliers in men
amounted to two thousand :—more than had fallen in
the conquest of brth the two western capitals, Exoler
and Bristol.« Their loss in time, material, moral influcnce,
and military character were more considerable and more
irreparable,
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CHAPTER III.
16441649,
TAUNTON,

Tuw long detention of the royal army in the valley
of Lyme, cnabled Essex to march by slow stages from
London to Dorset, without meeting an enenty, and with
the advantpge of bcmg able to rceruit lus forces and
strengthen the interests of his party by the way.
Without great “military talents, bowren in conception as
he was slow in cxecution, Essex had yet the good fortune
to be everywhere popular. 1lis name was a pledge of
order. A regiment of raw levies is seldom kept under
the curb of discipline, but the legions of Esscx com-
trasted most favourably with Goring’s. crew and
Maurice’s marauders. Many of those who had hitherto
been ncutral in the quarrcl, and comparatively in-
different to the issuc, so that it Should come speedily
and relieve their houses from pillage and their women
from insult, reccived Essex with open arms. Hundreds
flocked to his camp, anxious to serve under so chivalrous
aleader. Thus, while the Royalists were wasting their
strength to no purpose in an obscure cornsr of Dorset-
shire, their enemies, recently broken, dispersed and i
spirited almost beyond hope, were gnining in moral and
faterial power. Alarmed for his own safety, Manfee
had anxiously watched the movements of this new army ;
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and as soon as he heard of the dexterous turn which
restored Weymouth to the Roundheads without the loss
of a single man, he drew to his tents a great part of the
Tauntou garrison, and abandoning to the enemy all the
trophies of his formoer march, fled away, with his reducod
but still magnificent army, towards Exeter.

Essex, moving in the wake of Maurice, took the road
towards Cornwall, in the hope of cutting off the western
division of the grand army,—but leaving nearly all the
important towns of Somerset and Devon in the King's
hands, and separating his troops from their natural base
of operations. His crror was fatal. Every step west-
ward led him deeper into an unknown country, with in-
habitants either neutral or unfriendly, and 'in which all
the strong places were possessed by Royalists. With
the exception of Plymouth, still held in a state of
blockade, all the great fortresses owned the King:
Poole, Lyme, and Weymouth had been’ maintained or
recovered by the national party, but between the sea-
coast and the head waters of the Severn, they had not'a
single town or cdstle‘of real military importance. The
Cavaliers possessed Bath, Bristol, Excter, Bridgwatcs,
Langport, and 1lchester,—and they had powerful garri-
sons in such strongholds as Ninnoy Castle, Chideock
ITouse, Dunster Castle, Corfe Castle, Portland Txlamd,
Farley Castle, and tie Scilly Islands. Esscx, on his
part, possessed no more of tho country than his patrols
covered with theire muskets. Still he pressed on.
Naturally brave, he could not see hi’ ememy in full
retreat without the wish to hang ou his rear and compel
him to hazard daily skirmishes. At Oxford his im-
prudence was soon understood, and Charles proposed to
march into the wesf with all the forces at his disposal,
pie tho Roundhead Earl between two fires, and compe!
him to fight a battle at a great disadvantage,
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Aflairs were in this position, when Blake, now master
of his own movements, executed one of those bold and
huppy strokes which equal in importance the gain of a
great battle. His idea was to break tho formidable line
of royal fortresses in the midst,—to cut ofl’ the supplics
and interrupt the most dircct communication between
the Royalist camps,—to cover, at least for somo daysy,
the rear of Essex, now entangled in the Cornish hills,
unable o force a battle or to rctreat,—and, finally, 1o
sccure for himself and for the good cause a new and com-
manding centre of operations. These gbjccts were all
to be achieved by the capture of Taunton, A glance at
any old map will show how that town was placed. It was
- surrounded by castles and garrisons. It stood on and
controlled the great western highway. All letters, levies,
storcs and ammunition’ sent from Charles to%laurice, or
from tho generals and officers in the west to-the King
and to each other, had to pass thyough it. With the
cxception of cross-country roads, out of the way and
almost impraclicable for cavalry and artillery, no other
route existed Dbetween Oxford, Bristvl, and Exeter.
But, besides its central position, Taunton was of sin-
gular importance to the Roundheads. The inhabitants—
rich, brave, devoted, nwmerous—ere for the most part
well affected to their cause. The farmers, artisans and
peasants of the neighbouring hamlets were mostly
Puritans in religion. A large pile of arms scized in
Roundhead houses by Sir William Portman, the borough
member, was laid up in the old castle, together with ten
thousand pounds in ready money, extorted from rich and
poor of the some party. The Cavalier gguerals nover
imagined Taunfon to be in danger. It was unwalled
and surrounded at no great distance by, strong fortresses
snd garrisons, Bridgwater and Langport, either of them
within an.hour's hard riding, Dunster and Ilchester
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also within easy reach, and no enemy ncarer than the
exhausted little troop at Lyme. But Blake, who had
friends in the place, was well informed of the state of
public feeling, of the exact strength of the garrison, of
the irresolute character of the military governor; and
notawvithstanding the hazards of such an attempt with the
small force at his command, the prize being of supreme
importance in that stage of the war, he resolved to try
the effcct of a sudden attack. His men were inured to
danger, and had never known defeat. Tlis Taunton
{riends assured him that he had nothing to fear from the
inhabitants, and that Colonel Reeves’s garrison was
unequal to the defence of so large a town. Blake fore-
saw that his great difliculty would lie, not in seizing the
position, but in holding it afterwards against so many
cnemies. 'Waunton was not like Lyme. No aid could
come to # by sea; on every side it was shut in by hills;
every road from it lod to a royal stronghold. Yet once
master of the town, he did not despair of being able to
maintain himself long cnough to give Essex time to
creale a diversion in‘the west; and at the moment this
scemed sufficient. Joining his flying corps with the
regiment of .Sir Robert Pye—afterwards governor of
Leicester, when Rupert stormed that unhappy town,—
he suddenly appcared before the gates of Taunton, sum-
moned the garrison’ to surrender, and offered them
honourable terms. Startled at this unexpected appa-
rition, unaware of the exact strength of his assailants,
and not willing to throw himself on. popular support,
Colonel Reeves asked for a parley, in which he agreed to
give vy his pest on condition of being. allowed to march
away with his men to Bndgwatcr As soon as the
Royalists had marched out in silence at theseast gate of
the town, Blake and Pye entered with their respective
corps, amidst the peal of St. Mary’s bells and the up-
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roarious joy of the Puritan people. A demi-culverin,
ten small pieces of ordnance, two tons of match, cight
harrels of gunpowder, a considerable store of pikes,
pistols, swords, and other arms, with a magazine of pro-
visions, were found in the castle. A great quantity of
household furniture—carricd by force from the dwellings
of siispected persons—was also found among the .spoils
of this bloodless victory, amd was no doubt restored
to its former owners. No accident occurred to dash
tbe glory of his capturo:—and when the news of it
arrived in London, patriotic citizens ljghted fires in
honour of Colonel Blake, and Parliament hastened to
appoint him governor of the town ywhich he had so
gallantly assailed and so unexpectedly won.

Blake took possession of Taunton on the eighth of
July 1644; on tho second of the same montf Cromwell
liad defeated Rupert at Marston Moor. Intelligence of
these events reached the court abowyt the same time at
Bath, whither Charles had moved to be nearer the scenc
of opecrations between Maurice and Essex. Two such
disasters convinced the Royalist® gcherals that to
act with greater vigour or to see the west of England
torn from their hands was their only choice. Exeter
still held out for the Queen, a guest within its walls;
all the active inland towns and garrisons, Taunton
exceptéd, werc with the Kingy and the Round-
head army under Essex had failed to establish for
itself a decided . superiority in the field. Under
these circumstances it appeared to the royal gemcrals
that, there was time—and only just time—io strike
a blow such as would recover for thems the wholo
west of England, A few rapid marches, undertaken
with a clear purpose, had already drought the army
"fPom  Oxford, across the Cotswold Hills, vo Ciien-
cester and Bath. TLord, Hopton had been previously
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required to concenirate at Bristol a large body of
troops, blindly devoted to the ICing, from the Welsh
borders; and as ihis ever-increasing army continued its
westward march, Blake, who had long seen that ihe
object of the movement was to overwhelm the Earl of
Essex, prepared to dispute its passage along the greak

highway, aware that the interruption of his line of
march would compel the King either to throw himself
on Taunton .with his whole power or march through
the hills over almost impassable roads. In either casc
a certain number of days must be lost to the Royalists,
and during these precious days a man of military genius
would have been able to reduce Exeter, or force Prince
Maurice tq fight a battle. Unhappily the Earl of Essex
was pot a Cromwell. Much discussion and some
differences™occurred in the royal camp as to the course
to be pursued. The Cavalier gentry of Somerset and
Devon burned with rage at the idea of one of the
fairest towns in the two count'es being held by rebels;

the more ardent gencrals expressed indignation at
what they called thé insult offered to the royal army by
Blake in throwing himself with a few adventurcrs
into a position that every soldier knew to be untenable.
They urged the King to advance from Bristol by. the
great highway and punish the rebel who had so shauve-
fully foiled them at iiyme. But the very name of that
obscure little town suggested the strongest reason for
avoiding Taunton. Charles’s object was an immediate
concemtration of his two armies on the borders or
Cogaiwall, so tha* by a decisive victory over Essex he
might be able to reliesve Excter and reduce Plymouth
to obedience. If he attempted to forco his way through
Taunton, it was-impossible for any one to ¢ell how lowr
he might be detained there, whilst the number of dayvs
to be lost in going over the Quantock 1Lills ‘and round
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by north De.von to Txeter could be reckoned with the
greatest certainty. The Royalists, therefore, leaving
Blake for a time in undisputed possession of his prize,
took the cross-country roads, and in due time arrived
at Exeter. The King’s plan succeeded. Joining
Maurice at Liskeard, he found they had no neced
to risk % battle in order to conquer. Led by false
statements into a country of which he knew nothing,
Essex saw his army waste away by sickness, desertion
and the enemy’s fire, with no hope of action or of
cscape. Shut up in a narrow gorge by. the sea-shore,
land-locked on all sides, with a hostile population around
hin, provisions failing and a mutinous.spirit spreading
in the ranks, he at last determined to quit the command
he could no longer hold, leaving his followels, many
of whom had taken up arms explessly for Wis sake, to
the clemency of an incensed sovercign. Ie embarked
with a single aftendant, secretly, a,.nd in ihe night:—
next day the troops were without a leader, and nothing
remained but to surrender at discrction. The army of
the West was annihilated withont a’shof. This terrible
calamity spread dismay throughout England: but
nowhere was it so terrible as to the poor burgesses of
Taunton. Of that great Roundhéad army, not a single
battalion kept the field. to divide with them the nltentlon
of the vietorious Royalists. ' .
One man alone appeared undaunted by an event
which lnid the westetn counties at the Xing's feet.
Blake not only prepared to defend his post against the
foes -who would soon be disengaged from other tasks
and swarming round it in the 'hope of sbooty; he
continued to carry firc and sword, levies and requisitions,
info the enemy’s quarters. Hanging, avith .a handful
bieintrepid men, on the left flank of the royal amiy, ho
had harassed their wespward mgrch, cut’ off their
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stragglers, intercepted their supplies; and by sudden
and frequent visits to the weaker Royalist towns, had
kept the district in such a state of alarm as, even after
the flight of Essex, prevented Charles from scttling the
country in his own interest. His unfailing good fortune
had raised the spirits of his followers to the height at
which danger becomes a mere excitement; undaunted
by the presence of two armies, unchecked by castles and
fortified houses, their bold excursions were extended to
the very gates of Exeter ; and in the midst of rcjoicings
for the victory.in Cornwall, ladies were suddenly alarmed
by the appearance of a squadron of Roundhead horse
under the walls. of that city. From thesc sallics Blake
and his officers seldom returned without bringing back
arms, ammunition and prisoners. Nor was Taunton
itself negleeted. Though determined to keep as wide a
space of country open round the town as vigour could
clear and vigilance keep watch over, he did not overlook
the fact that, isolated as he -vas from his Roundhead
friends, it would be impossible to hold the open ficld
much longer against the Cavalier forcos occupying the
western towns ; such parts, therefore, of tlie ancient forti-
fications as admitted of hasty repair, were strengthened
and restored.

. Little time was allowed the garrison for preparation.
I'lushed with their fuccesses in Cornwall, the returning
Cavaliers swept the country from the gates of Plymouth
to the suburbs of Taunton, without encountering a singlo
hostile band. Charles himself, too elated to think of a
single town in Somerset, was bent on a rapid and vie-’
torious manch on London, whither he summoned all his
subjects by common proclamation to attend him and
compel-the twouFlouses to make peace. But although
the teyra was undisturbed by the grand army, parties ‘of
horse.and foot from Exeter, Bridgwater, and Dunster
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. Castle,—Irish rebels, wild men from the Cornish mines,
and yet more detested foreign mercenaries,—prowled
about the beautiful hamlets near Taunton ; not daring to
approach too near the rude lines, or engage in an open
assault, but committing acts of rapine and cruelty on

.unarined persons met on the highways. Sir Francis
Doddinglon, a brave but brutal soldier, at the head of a
marauding party from Bridgwater Castle, made ‘himself
conspicuous by these outrages. One. day he met a
clergyman on the road a shott distance from Taunton, to
whom he shouted—* Who art thou for, priest ?”’ The
clergyman answered calmly—“For God and His Gospel.”
Doddington drew a pistol and shot him through the
heart. 'While the Royalisis were yet at Excter, a council
had been held to consider the loss of Taunton, and the
interruption of the great highway, Many local magnates,
indignant that the finest town between Bristol and
Excter should be held by rebelsy urged the King
to march in that direction; but the royal generals,
anxious to gain time, resolved to proceed through
1loniton and Uhard towards London, leaving the task of
reducing Taunton to Colonel Wyndham, governor of
Bridgwdter, and Blake’s old rival in his native town,
Wyndham was proud of his employment, hoping to
triumph over a local as well as a public enemy. Suddenly
appearing before the town with a snlall force drawn from
Bridgwater, he wrote a letter to tho burgesses in very
menacing terms, thréatening the town with fire and
sword, if it were not immediately surrendered. Ilake’s
answer was brief and emphatic :—* These are to let you
know,” he wrote, that as we neither fear ysur menaces
uor acoept your proffers, we wish you for time to come
{o desist from all overtures of the like mature unto us,

“Who ate resolved to the last drop of our blooa to main-
tain the quarrel we have,undertaken; and I doubt not
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but the same God who hath hitherto protected us will
bless us with an issue answerable to the justness of our
cause ; however, to Him alone shall we stand or fall.”—
As his threats produced mo effect, Wyndham sent a
second- trumpeter to his old neighbour and townsman,
almost entreating him to accept terms of surrender; for,
a8 he urged, the town was unwalled—tho placo incon-
siderable—and an attempt to defend it ngainst the royal
forces, now masters of the West, could only lead to an
unnecessary wasto of Christian blood. Blake referred
to his former answer as expressing all that he had to say
in return :—and from that moment the siege may be
considered as begun.

In somo respects Taunton was a morc defensible place
than Lyme. It lacked the vast advantage of a sea com.
munication, but then it was not surrounded by heights
commanding its strects and public buildings. The nearcst
hills were far beyon&.the range of cannon. The only rising
ground for a mile or more was that on which the castle
stood, near the centre of the town: consequently the
enemy’s powerful 'u'tﬂlcry inspired but little terror in the
citizens. The character of the country also favoured de-
fensive operations, for the fields were small, the hedges
thick and high, the roads narrow and circuitous. In the
opinion of one of the most eminent commanders of that
age, every field was' as good as a fortification,—cvery
lane as defensible as a pass, Only three entrances led
into the town—the north road from Minehead and
Dunster, crossing the river Tone under the castle-guny
by means of an ol > wooden bridge—and the great high- -
way, enterifig from Bridgwater and Bristol at East
Reach, and passing out at tho West Gate for Exeter and
Plymouth. The cstle and the river covercd the first;
a sort of stonc blockhouse, honoured with the narte of
the New Custlc, flanked West &ate. East Gate had no
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other defence than a narrow passage closed up with a
solid oak door. 'Walls there were none. On every side
the town was open, except so far as garden walls, hedges,
and outhouses might afford covering from an enemy.
The town itsclf consisted then, as it does now, of thrce
principal streets, corresponding with the three roads into
and through it, East Street, North Street, and High
Street, meeting in a triangular space near the castle
gates, This open space was used as & market and & bull-
ring. Part of it was covered with sheds and shambles;
in the centre stood an ancient stone cross; and facing it
were the low picluresque fronts of the Town-hall, and
{he famous Inn, then and long afterwards known as the
White Hart. In the angle formed by the junction of
Bast Street and Noxth Strect rose the high and graceful
tower of 8t. Mary Mugdalcn ‘With one exceptxou, all
the streets werc strait and winding. The houses were
built of brick or stone, with peaked gebles, tile roofs, and
bow. windows. The castle, a structure of the Saxon
time, and a hold of 1mporta,nco during the wars of the
Roscs, was partly in rifins; but its POSIthll was good :
the walls, gates, and old dmwbrldues remained, and a
double moat, fed by a brook from tho hamlet of Chedford,
strengthened its outworks.

Blake completed his preparations. Strong barricades
were thrown across the roads. Bredstworks were raised
at the gates; and at East Gate, where he believed that
the principal fighting would take place, he planted some
of his artillery, supplied by order of the House of
Commons, and garrisoned the alms-houses on one side
and the dwellings on the other with his best musqueteers.
Still, when overything had been done that could be done,
the situation® struck the mind' as hopeless. In the
¢adlier periods of the war Taunton had changed hahds as
Royaulists or Roundheads hsppened to bg in greater foreo -
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in the neighbourhood’ Hopton had placed there a
Royalist garrison. The men had fled at the approach
of Waller, who left a body of troops to securc the place
for Parlisment. Hertford drove these Roundhcads
away, and left the government to his friends. Reeves
in his turn had surrendered without a blow, Blake was
the first man who had ever thought of ‘holding the town
against a superior force., The Cavaliers believed him
mad. As they knew very well, he had no base of opeva-
tions in his daripg attempt, no flanks on which to lean
for support, ne source of supplics but the chances of an
occasional forage, and no hope of relief until a new army
could be created, drilled, disciplined, and led to victory.
How terrible the prosent cvil—how vague and distant
the hope of aid from London!

On receiv mg Blake’s brief answer, \V) ndham made a
demonstration in the meadows on the east of the town,
hoping to intimidate the inhabitants and afford the
Royalist citizens an opportunity of rising against the
garrison. But a party.issuing from East Gate, and
falling unexpectedly on his life, obliged him to faco
about and defend himself, which he did at first with’
some firmness, though in the end he ‘was forced to
retive with loss from his awkward position. Unwilling,
after this encounter, to risk an assault, his trocps tore
up the roads and burricaded them with fruit-trees, cul
off communications with the distant Roundheads, and
stgpped the market-carts on their way into the town with
produce. For several ‘months this blockade continued ;
8 8 it wi 3 strict, at other times it was loose and
wly altogether it produced no material chango.

he position of the two forces. “Wyndham indeed
Had much to gain byndelay. The entire distriet—Lyme,
Poole, Weymouth, and Plymouth excepted—-was oeca-
ied by bisfriends, TIchad Rridgwater and Ychester to
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fall back on in case of need, cither to rest his men or to
recruit his strength. The Roundhead towns were closely
invested : though, being open to the sea, they wero not
in immediate peril. Yel they were too well guarded to
send relief or create any diversion in favour of Taunton.
Day by day Blake saw the stock of provisions dwindle.
No effort was spared to bring in new supplics ; every
week or two a vigorous sally was made by part of the
ygarrison, which for a moment broke the cordon, and
cnabled farmers and gardeners to carry in frésh garden
"stuff, corn and cattlo; but hemmed round as he was
by so many strongholds, it was impossible to enlarge
the circle much or prescrve it open long; and in spite
of every effort to increase the store, with a most careful
Inusbandry of means, the want of food soon became a
scrious question for the besieged. Hope of siccour from
without was for & time at least denied. Lord Goring,
with a large army of Royalists, layeat Salisbury, ready
to oppose the mareh of relief from Kent or Middlesex,
and the parliameatary chiefs began to fear that Blake
would ultimately be starved out *of ffis commanding
position, and forced to give up without a blow one of the
linest towns in the west of England. But help came to
him in the hour of need. A German officer, named
Vandruske, passing with a bedy of horse on the flank of
Goring's dissolute army, rode rapidly down the vales of
Wiltshire, Dorsctshire nnd Somerset, and falling un-
expectedly on 'Wyndbam’s line, cut through it and rode
triumphantly into the town. In the panic thus created
among the Royallsts, Blake sallied out, attacked the be-
lenguering regiments, routed them at the firab, onset, and
chased them in their flight'to the gates of Bridgwater,
in the cnstle oof which town they fousd &he first. shelter:
‘fwom Vandruske's dragoons. The great rowds. being
opened up by this action, Blake, attended by Vaudruske’s
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horsemen, made a circuit of the country, rousing his
friende from the torpor of despair, and striking his
exulting foes with a sense of the sudden vicissitudes of
war. For a few days the action of the Royalists in
those parts seemed paralysed.” The garrisons retired be-
hind their ramparts, leaving the open country at the
encrgetic Roundheads’ mercy ; every town in Somerset
and Devon was disturbed more or less by theso éxcur-
sions ; and Goring’s force was suddenly ordered down to,
‘Weymouth, lest the siege of that place should be inter-
rupted by themw.

The spirits of the Roundheads rapidly revived. The
‘Weymouth garrison, driven by surprise from the upper
town and the forts, still held out in the lower town,
and shortly after Goring’s arrival with his full strength
of horse, foot, dragoons and artillery, the place, to use
the words of the Royalist writer, “was retaken by
that contemptible snumber of rcbels, who had been
beaten into the lower town, and who were looked
upon as prisoners at mercy.” Baffled at Weymouth,
Goring retired with ten thousand men and a large park
of ordnance into Somerset, raising wonder and horror
along his line of march. War had made the country
familiar with the ordinary licence of the eamp. Ix-
actions of money—Ilevies of corn, horses and men—
arbitrary arrests — drum-head trials — and summary
punishments, were every-day events. But Goring’s
army—known by the opprobrious name of Goring’s crew
—pillaged Wwithout legal forms, insulted women, and .
burat, the property they could not carry offi Houses
andsillages were descrted at their approach. Drunken-
ness and debauchery marked their course; shamo,

" misery and desolagion followed in their track. The less
warlike of the population, women, children, old men and
ministers of religion, fled bofgre them as beforo a con-
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suming fire ; and with such effccts as they could snatch
up in the hurry of departure from their homesteads,
‘threw themselves into Taunton, Of the clergy who thus
flew to Blake for protection against Goring’s crew, was
one who proved singularly useful during the long and
trying defence :—Thomas Welman, vicar of Luppit near
Honiton, Educated at Oxford, where he distingnished
himself by his learning, piety and gentle manners, he
. married a Honiton lady, and settled in-a quiet country
hamlet to the work of his Christian ministry, among a
people who soon became attached to him by ties of
gratitude and love. The rapine, cruelty and profligacy
of the Cavaliers roused his mild nature; he fled from
the pleasant place in which his lot had been cast; and
during the hottest period of the siege of Tn,unton, his
pictures of the shame and ruin he had sefn that be-
lenguering host commit in the valleys of Devonshire,
served to inflame and sanctity the patriot ardour of the
garrison and people.

As time wore on, every hour developed still more the
importance of the blow struck by Blake'at Taunton, Tt
had provented the concentration of the royal armies. It
had thrown a new subject of discord into the King's
council. It had created a thousand local jealousies,
discontents, and suspicions. Lord Goring, gcneral of
the horse, quarrelled with Lord Bopton, master of the
ordnance, about the command. Sir Richard Grenville,
Sir John Berkeley, and other West-of-England men,
loudly. expressed their discontent at what they called the
meanness which permitted such an enemy to remain
master of Taunton ; and in & critical moment, Grenville
refused to obey the orders of his superior officers, He
had sworn to capture Taunton, and be wefased to maove
‘umtil his oath had been redcemed. Meanwhile the

New Model was perfected ; and under the Self-denying
F2
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ordinance, the command in chief of the Roundhead army
was transferred from Essex to Fairfax, with Cromwell
for his general of the horse. Cromwell joined Sir
‘William Waller; and the combined forces of the two
generals making a feint as if they would fall on Groring,
the outwitted Royalist drew off to Exeter, leaving the
road open for Vandruske and his dragoons to regain the
main body of Roundhead cavalry. These indications of a
change of fortune called the Prince of Wales into the
west, where he summoned the Commissioners for
Somerset to Bristol, to advise with him in person on the
state of that county. They complained bitterly of the
riot and insolence of Goring’s soldiers, and mourned in
spirit over the obetinate defence and troublesome sallies
of the Taunton garrison; which, they said, kept the
country for thirty miles round i in a state of alarm, and
rendered it difficult to raise cither men or money for the
royal cause in Somevset. On all sides, it was urged that
the most important operation for the western armies
would be the reduction of that town. DMessages were
therefore sent to Goring, and at his request two of the
prince’s council, Lord Capel and Lord Colepepper, went
to Wells to consult with him on the aspect of affairs;
when after long consultations, Goring drew up in
writing a plan of action. Leaving the greater part of
his horse and two hundred foot on the borders of Wilt-
shire and Dorset to observe the motions of the enemy,—
but so convemently placed as to'be able to retire towards -
his main body, should Cromwell or Waller advasice in
strength,—he pronosed to move with his infantry and
artlllery, a f2w select squadrons of horsc, and a8 many of
the flying corps as could.be drawn together on a sudden,
into the vale of Taunton,and cither capture-the heroic
town or burn it to ashes. Princc Charles adopted. this
plan. Orders were thereupon sent to Sir Ricbard.
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Grenville to appear in the trenches before Taunton with
his regiments, consisting of eight hundred horse, two
thousand two hundred foot, and a large body of pioneers,
—orders which he obeyed with the utmost zeal. The
Commissioners of Somerset were instructed to repair to
the camp, and encourage by their presence the labours
of the besiegers, as well as use their local influence with
the citizens. Magazines of stores and ammunition were
prepared; and in a few days Grenville had already
occupied all the roads leading out of Taunton,—put an
end to the free intercourse between towa and country,—
and drawn his line within a few hundred yards of the
suburbs. . .

Since tho defeat of Wyndham, that officer had been
quict at Bridgwater or Bristol; no enmemy had been
descried from the ca,stle-turrets, no warlke clangour
had been heard from the bells of St. Mary’s church.
But the fiery Grenville soon mado his presence known
to the inhabitants; with dogged valour he was fighting
his way to the gate gt East Reach, when a sudden move- °
ment by Waller forced Goring to turn his force east-
ward. In expectation of a pitched battle, the Cavalicr
commander . ordered Grenville to quit his trenches,
and repair with his whole force towards Shaftesbury.
Grenvillo refused to obey these orders. The Prince of
Wales inferfered; but the obstitate knight answered
that his men would not stir a yard, and that ho himself
had solemnly promised the Commissioners of Cornwall
and Devon not-to advance beyond Taunton until he
could advance through it. At the same time, he de-
clared his conviction that in a few days the place must
fall under his asssults ; and then he would Joyfully push
forward to %the rendezvous of the noyal army. Two or
%hr8e skirmishes occurred between Goring aad Waller,
‘but without result, Goring again complained to the
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Prince that without important reinforcements he darcd
not risk a battle; Grenville answered, that with six
hundred more men he would undertake to decliver
Taunton into the Prince’s hands in six days. Perplexed
by theso quarrels, without the character and authority
necessary to overrule both officers for the common good,
‘the Prince of Wales called a council to determine the
best course to pursue. Rupert was present and took a
share in the debate. Taunton still held out :—Grenville
would not quit the trenches even at the positive com-
mand of tho Kmg’s son, his own future sovereign, until
it fell :—Goring could not fight a decisive battle without
the four thousand men then occupied in the siege.
These were the fixed facts of the case. Rupert urged
that a combined attempt should be made to expcl Blake;
arguing that the possession of Taunton by the Round.
heads was the chief obstacle to the raising of men and
money in a rich aud populous county; that the siege
cmployed one of the best of the royal armies; that in
the event of its reduction, not only would Grenville's
forces be released for other service, but volunteers would
come in, and new levies could be made at pleasure. In
this way it was possiblo to pacify the four western
counties, raise an army for Goring to lead into Kent and ,
Sussex, and another for the Prince of Wales to carry
to his father’s camp. The six days mentioned by
Grenville was considered enough to effect the eapture;
and the least sanguino officer in the royal army professed
to believe that the town could not hold out more than
ten days or o forti.ight against the combined armies of
Goring and ‘Greuville. The council, therefore, resolved
to compel the rebel town to make immediate submission
at any cost of merr and material that might be found
necessary for the purpose, L
An immediate conccntration of troops took place.
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Wyundham repaired to the camp with his regiment. Sir
Johu Berkeley made his appearance there. Sir Joseph
Wagstaffe brought down from Wells the main body of
Goring’s foot, and the whole of his great park of artillery.
The forces thus gathered before Taunton were of
superior appointment and overwhelming number. The
very day of their arrival, Grenville advanced his lines
within musket-shot of the town, occupying the .entire
circuit of the suburbs; and then set out to inspect
“Wellington 1louse, an outpost five miles distant, into
which Blake had thrown a small garrison. From a
window of this house he was marked by a musqueteer,
and shot in the thigh ; the wound was considered mortal,
and he was immediately carried away by his servants to
Exeter. Sir John Berkeley, who had served in the
leaguer before Lyme, and was therefore shpposed to
know something of Blake's tactics, succeeded to the
command. The six days passed, and the town was
unconquered.  Weck followed ueek but no one could
tell with certainty how many days-longer it would defy
storm and stratagem. Some progress the besiegers
undoubtedly made. The little garrison at Wellington
House was overpowercd after an heroic resistance, by
superior numbers, and in their rage the Cavaliers set
fire to the house and destroyed it u.ttcrly The invosting
lines were gradually drawn closer tound the town; the
suburbs, especially tho suburb of East Reach, wero pil-
laged and burnt. Many Louses in the outer circuit of
streets andManes were battered down with the incessant
play of cannons and now and then for a few hours the
Royalists occupied advanced positions within the shelter
of ruined cottages and gardens. But the heart of the
town remaitted inviolate. The caséle,s churchyard and
" farket-place never once saw the enemy. Berkeley hoped
to gee & profound moral effect produced on the garrison
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and inhabitants by the storm and conflagration of
‘Wellmgton House :—Blahe better understood the moral
eftect of such wanton barbarty, and as soon as he heard
of it, he ordered the joy-bells of St. Mary’s to ring out
amerry peal! In the outer streets—especially in East
Street and just outside East Gate—there were daily
battles. Blake planied a few pieces of cannon al East
@ate, in front of which the street widens considerably
and the road falls about twenty fect : the houses, almost
rcaching to cach other across the narrow gateway,
served his men for ramparts; the doors, balconies, and
chimneys for embrasures. Every day the Cavalicrs
stormed up the cuter strect. "'When cannon and musket
could be used no longer with effect, the pike and pistol
had to deerde. Without regular walls, and with insuffi-
cient artillery, Blake had few advantages of position to
set off against tho tremendous disparity of men; and
gallant and unmyiclding as the little garrison proved
itself, he saw 1ts ranks grow tlinner daily, as his brave
companions fell under the enemy’s fire, whilo the pros-
pect of relicf still appeared distant and uncertain. Bui
what distressed both people and garrison heyond dhe
loss of their houses and gardens, the fatigue of mghtly
watches, and the destruction of daily conflicts, was the
terrible scarcity of yprovisions. Bread was sold for
fourteen penee a pound, beer at eighteenpence a quart
—more than twenly times their market value! Other
articles of food were equally dcar. The rations of the
soldiers were reduced to the lowesi limit; Wnd in spite
of public care and private charily, it is probable that
many of the poorer inhabilants died of starvation.
Berkeley was well aware that famine fought his batiles
in the towr; far, g8 in every other placo*where there
were men, there were adherents of both parties withla
its gates; gnd in his despair of being able to win his



ROBERT BLAKE. 78

way pike in hand, he sent to invite the garrison to
surrender to the King rather than die the lingering
death of hunger. Blake replied to this request, that he
had not yet ealen his boots, and that he should not
dream of giving up the contest while he had so excellent
a dinner 1o fall back on! Tradition says, that at this
time ouly one animal, a hog, was left alive in tho town
—and thal one more than half starved: in the after-
noon, Blake, feeling that in their tragic state of mind
a laugh would do the decfenders as much good as a
dinner, amused them by having this hqg carried to all
tho posts and whipped, so ihat ils scrcams, heard in
many places, might make the enemy guppose that fresh
supplies had been obtained. But while assuming this
defy ing attitude towards the Cavaliers, he wrote frequent
and most urgent lefters to London for *relief. Ile
assured the llouses that if succour did not speedily
arrive, they must bo put to the last,straits for bread and
powder. e said he had hitherto 'met with scorn every
offer of a parley : he had still a barrel or two of powder ;
and as for food, ibe garrison had yesclved to cat their
horses. Buj he begged the Ilouses o consider their
distress ; and, in conclusion, he said ho committed himn-
self and his cause Lo God, in tho confident hope that o
would relieve them in Ilis own good time. Parliament
answored this appeal by an assuwance that aid should
soon be seut. Fairfax and Skippen received pressing
orders to fly to the rclief of the noble garrison. Mean-
while, house by house and street by strcet, the town was
being burned, *razed, and destroyed by cannon-shots.
lland-grenades, and fire-arrows, were ihyown into it
from every post. Not a day passed without a fire; some-
times eight» or ten houses were Rurying at the same
toment ; and in the midst of all the feaw, Lorror, and
confusion incident to sugh disasters, Blake and his little
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garrison had to nicet iho storming parties of an enemy,
brave, exasperated, and ten times their own strength.
But every inch of ground was gallantly dofended. A
broad belt of ruined cottages and gardens was gradually
formed between the besiegers and the besicged, and on
tho heaps of broken walls and burnt rafters the obstinate
contest was renewed from day to day.

The rage of the Royalists at this prolonged resistance
knew no bounds :—and in the pages of Clarendon their
loud wail and gnashing of teeth are still almost audiblo.
Blake could not be conquered, and the royal army could
not march away, leaving an enemy so redoubtable, so
popular, so full of resources in its rear. The Prince of
Wales left Bristol for Bridgwater to be nearer the scene
of action, and to encourage lis oflicers and men by
hopes of rbyal favour. At the  castle of that town,
Commissioners for the western counties waited on him;
and after Jong consultations it was resolved to raise and
arm an addltxonal cxg‘ht thousand men in thove parts,
and to bring the whole weight of Royulist power in the
west to bear on ‘Taunton, which, it was now considered
certain, must, from want of bread aud g powder, fall
within a month. These things wae all arranged, says
Clarendon, “so that in order to the taking that place
and to the raising an army specdily, all things stood so
fair that more could ot be wished.” Yot Taunton did
not fall! And all this time that famous Model Army,
fated to break and humble the proud cluvalry of England
in almost every encounter, was being slowly created and
organised by the geuius of Cromwell. ‘At length this
force, reformed and re-officered under clanses of the
Self-deuying ordinance, was fit to take the ficld. But
opinivons were diridad as to the course to He followed.
Cromwell wished to face towards Oxford, where the Kinf
lay entrenched, aud fight a great battle there whilo the
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Royalists of the west were occupied in Somerset ; urging
in defence of this plan, that as the King himself, the
chief army of the Cavaliers, and the best part of their
artillery lay there, one defcat would put an end to the
war, and the reduction of a few towns and fortresses
would then become a mere question of time and detail.
On the other side it was urged that the issue of battle
was uncertain, even should it be found possible to force
the King to engage in open field ; that Taunton was the
key of the four western counties; that its fall after so
glorious a defence would produce a great moral effect in
the country; and that, moreover, its heroic garrison had
a right to expect the first relief that cowld be despatched
into those parts. The humane considerations overruled
the military : and the,word for Taunton being given,
the soldiers started with a burst of enthusiasm which
shortened the journey several days. For an entire week,
says Sprigge, the army refused to taj® an hour’s repose ;
and they were already among the Cavalier tents in
Dorsetshire before the Cavalier generals had heard of
thew departure from tho ncighbourhood ‘of London.

But at Blandford, two cxpresses, riding post-hasto
from Westmuster, overtook the army on its march,
bringing an unexpected and unwelcome order to turn
round towards Oxford, sending on a mere relief-party to
Taunton. The reason for this suddch change of purpose,
was the receipt of intelligence that Charles had faken
tho field, al the pressing solicitation of Prince Rupert,
and was then on his way to the north, leaving Ovford
with only a small garriron, which the Roundhcads in that
city promised to attack and overpower if thd new army
would advanco ngainst it. Fairfax at once obeyed ; first
detaching four regiments under the comtnand of Colonel
"Weldon, with instructions to recruit his strengih on the
way—cnlisting all voluntcers and carrying down all the
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flying corps willing to_join in the relief—and to send
word by irusty messengers to apprise Blake of his
approuch, and concert with him the signals to be used in
announcing his arrival. Al Dorchester six: companies
of foot joined his party; cvery town through which he
passed afforded volunteors; and the whole garrison of
Lyme, now freed from the enemy, turned out to the
assistanco of their old commander. By forced marches,
Welden crossed the Chard Ilills into Somerset at the
head of two thousand horse and three thousand foot, 1o
encounter ancarmy more ithan thrice his strength.
Berkeley had notice of the approach of this party, and
tried by a stratagem to induce Blake to make a premature
sally, during which he had hopes of being able to cut him
off and enter the town by surprise. From the watch-
tower on 8t. Mary's steeple Blake received intelligenco
that a large body of cavalry was approaching the Cavalicr
lines from the Charq road, as if to attack them; personal
observation, howevcer, soon convinced him that these were
Royalist soldiers, and surmising the real fact—that it
was o feint to tempt bim out of his impregnablo posntlon,
he stood still, waiting the development of this curious
manacuvre. As the clouds of dust cleared ofl; he could
see masses of foot and cavalry moving forward, and as
they drew ncar Berkeley’s tent ihe Royalists faced round
to cngage them. kor more than an hour the battle
seemed to rage, when the attacking party wavered and
fled. But the ruse had failed. Convinced at last that
Blako would not accept the bait, Sir John recalled his
quadrons, firmed them in deop columns for
ni rushed towards the ruins which separated
combatants, Vast quantities of hand-grenades
thrown invo <he houses, and two lony streets were
t day consumed to ashes. Never had the Cavaliers
ought mére gallantly. Pikesin hand, they clearced the
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out-works, passed the gate, and stormed the timber
barricades in East Street. But tho besieged fell back
only to concentrate their strength and recruit their stock
of powder. Resisting with passive courage until the
enemy began to shew signs of weakness, Blake then gave
the word for his rescrves in the bull-ring to advance at a
pike chargo, while the musquetcers stationed in and
behind the houses in East Street, opened up a sharper
fire. After a tremendous struggle the streets were again
cleared, and the Cavalicrs driven back to their entrench-
ments, leaving behind them hundreds of°their comrades,
Lilled, wounded, and prisoners.

‘While the Cavalicrs werc suffering ffom the effects of
this severe repulse, the boom of artillery was heard
among the Blagdon Hills, in the direction ¢f the road
from Chard, by which Welden’s party was known to be
advancing. Blake counted the cchoes carcfully, and
when the firing ceased, finding thats hltogether ten guns
had been discharged, ho knew by the signals previously
arranged with the scouts, that the apmy,of relicf had left
Ohard and was como \ulhm ten miles of Taunton.
Intelligence of succour being at hand spread in the town,
reviving hope in the brave aund rousing despair from its
apathy. Blake made his dispositions to co-operate with
the relief in an atiack on the still superlor forces of the
enemy,—and his companions in toil and danger retired
to rest that night with a conviction that the morrow's
sun would go down on an altered aspect of things.
High a3 their hearts beat for the contest, proud and
calm ag their leader looked, they could not forget that
Berkeloy s army was large enough to spafe a division
superior to that commanded by Welden to watch and
cheek his movements, and yet maifitath the siege. T1f
‘a)ey knew no fear, they had little cause to exuls.

At length the morning dawned, Sunday morning
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May 11th; tho troops were mustering in the bull-ring
and in the court of the castle, when news was brought
that the Cavaliers were already in full retreat on the
roads towards Ilchester and Bridgwater, baving struck
their tents in the night and abandoned their entrench-
ments before sunrise. Trusty scouts were sent off to
watch Berkeley’s movements; from the church-tower
the long lines of the Cavulicrs could be seen in full
retreat ; the patrols sent word to their commander that
the camp was almost deserted ; and that in their haste
to get away, arins, ammunition and camp-furniture to a
great value had been left bohind. Assured by his various
intelligence that®the retrcat was not a mere feint to
draw him into a snare, Blake sounded lus trumpet for a
sortie, and passing through East Gate he fell on the
stragglers and rear-guard, pul them to rout, seized a
pile of arms, cleared the orchards and mendows lying
between the Chard and Bridgwater highways, and would
have pursued the fugitives farther, had they not taken
the precaution to make the roads in their rear impassable
for cavalry by cuttmg down the trecs and throwing them
across.

Their retirement from the works after so long and
fierce a siege produced a powerful reaction on the
inhabitants, and tho pious people flew to St. Mary’s to
return thanks for 8o unexpected a mercy. Welmun
took for his text the words of Malachi—“I am the
Lord: I change not: therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” And the fervid preacher exhorted them to
continue their trusy in the Lord of 1Hosts. He assurcd
them that tneir cause was the cause of heaven, and that
all the powers of earth could not prevail againstit. The
miraeulous retroats of the royal army,—hince, in the
opinion of its own commanders, it was equal to twice thc
number of Roundheads then -arrayed against it,—gave
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. point and meaning lo the preacher’s words; and just as
the eongregation had risen to the height of enthusiasm,
several persons ran into the church gasping out—
Deliverance! Deliverance! A squadron of Welden's
horse had galloped unopposed to the very works at East
Gate and exchanged greotings with the defenders. The
people ros¢ to their feet at these magic words; some
embraced their friends und children; others ran about
wildly in the cxtravagance of their joy ; many rushed for
the doors, anxious to get ocular demonstralion of this
good news. Bui Welman called to them.in a loud voico
to pause, and having recovered silence in the sgcred
edifice, he motioned them with a solemn.gesture to kneel
down and join with him in giving thanks where thanks
were most duc for so great a mercy. The main body of
Welden's corps arrived ‘ab four o’clock in the’ afternoon,
when the aspect of Taunton and its heroic defenders
filled the rough soldiers, inured as they were to sieges
and battles, with wonder and pity. More than a third
part: of tho houses had been burnt or battered down
with artillery,—and both garrison aid ihhabitants werc
dying of hunger in the streets. Harassed as they were
by the march over hilly and broken rords, the relief
party refused to iouch a morsel of the shil remaining
provision; and after efiecting the first object of iheir
visit, reburned that very night towartls Chard.
Parliament heard in due time of the rehief of Taunton.
Bonflres werc wmade in London in celebration of the
happy event. A day of general thanksgiving was
appointed. Letiers of thanks were sent to Fairfax for
having "despatched the rclief corps: Welden and his
officers received their share of the mation's gratitude
for their sutcessful oxpedition; andethe governor,
fratrison and peoplo were all lauded in high terms for
their zeal, courage, and sncrifices in maintaining a town
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without walls or other military defences, and alrcady
cxhausted by a long siege and blockade, for fifty days
against such overwhelming numbers. Two ihousand
pounds were voted to the soldiers, and five hundred
pounds were sent to Blake, as a testimonial to his
genius and devotion to the national cause. Orders for
special collections of money were also voted: London
taking the lead in this noble effort. To the inhabitants
of the town and ncighbourhood the 11th of May was evcr
afterwards a day sacred to happy memories, colebrated
in anniversary sermons and in popular ballads. To tho
Rougdhead party throughout the country, Taunton,
even in the depths of its material desolation, was a
watchword and an omen of eventual triumph.

But its sufferings were not yet ended. At the first
movement of the new Model Army, the court called
Goring's forces from the west; but finding Fairfax
march towards Ideyon and Somerset instead of on
Oxford, as they had evpeeted, a new and bolder policy
was adopted. Charles despatched Goring to the scenc
of his former licence, to cover the leaguer before
Taunton and crush the new Model, whilst he himsoir,
considering Oxford strong cnough to resist assault,
resolved to make a rapid march northward—join his
forces with those of Rupert and Maurice, raise the sieac
of Chester, sorcly pressed by the Roundheads, and if
possible regain some of his lost ground in ihe grént
county of York. Bul this division of the central and
western armies proved fatal to the King. Covetous of
the glory of reduc.ng Taunton, and burning to flush his
libertine sdal with the spoil of a city famous for the
wealth of its citizens and the beauty of its women,
Goring led back his division into Somerset! after making
a terrible oath that he would reduce that haughty totm
or Iay his bones in its trenches. Fairfax turned his
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flank in obedience io fresh orders from London, and, to
the consternation of King and court, suddenly appeared
under the walls of Oxford. This movemecnt recalled the
royal capedition from the north, and the two grand
armies were once more and for the last timoe in presence.

Goring’s crew overran Somerset, Rape, robbery
and murder again became daily and nightly incidents.
Falling on Colonel Welden with superior forces, he
drove him into narrow passes in the hills, from which a
more skilful general would have made it difficult, if not
impossible, for him to retreat without sevious loss. Bat
Goring’s orders wero so0 given, that Colonel Thornlll
and Sir William Courlney, whom &e had sent by
different routes to cut off’ the Roundheads at Petherton
Bridge, not aware of tho double nature of the expedmon ,
fell on cach other, and with such .ardour} that both
oficers were hurl, one of them was made a prisoner,
and many persons were killed on both sides before the
blunder was discovered! While' they were fighting
with each other, Welden escaped into Taunton. Goring
followed in his rear, and once moré the unhappy town
was invested on all sides. In London {le alarm and
rago were great. A deputation from the Ilouse of
Commons went 1o the Committeo of Militia to ask for
five hundred mounted musqueteers. But zeal outran
the request, IIants and other cowtties volunteered men
for tho service. Tho Royalists acted on the defensive ;
patrolling the country, checking sorties, and trusting to
tho cfloet of famine., Goring boussted in his letters to
the Princo of Wales that he could take the place in less
time now that Welden’s party had added to the wants
of tho garrison. All depended on the strictness of his
blockade. Dlake knew this, and his ogly chance of an
uddefinite prplongatlon of the defence lay imvbeng able,
by frequent’ sallies, to hreak the lines and opem up
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temporary communications with the couniry. Nearly
cvery day foraging parties went out in search of corn
and fodder; somctimes these adventurers were cut ol
more frequently they escaped the vigilance of the
Cavalier patrols; but such as returned almost invariably
brought in prisoners or provisions. The spirit of the
garrison rose with every encounter. They had learncd
Lo regard that mixed host of Irish, Clornish, and German
mercenaries, so brave in the ale-house and the farmyard,
with a contempt equal to their hate. The governor's
sarcastic humotr fed this feeling.  One day, by way of
insult, Goring sent a poor fellow into the town, dressed
in rags, with a tattered drum, to demand an exchange of
prisoners. « Blake cxpressed a superb confempt for the
insult--nof by hanging the poor érummer, or by harsher
treatment of his prisoners, as the Cavalier general would
have done under like circumstances, but by dressing the
man in a new suit’ of clothes, giving him a new drum,
and setting tho prisoners frec.

In the valleys, Welden's horse did excellent serviee :
—but the courage of the colonel sometimes led him into
unnecessary dangers. Omno day, making a sortie with
his “cavalry, he was received so firmly by Goring that
his charge was broken, and his whole troop put in peril.
Blake, from his watch-lower, saw the danger; sounded
his trumpets for n sortie, formed two squadrons of hiy
veteran horsc in the market-place, rode at their head
through East Reach, fell on the flank of the Cavaliers,
and threw the whole body into momentary confusion.
Welden scized the moment to disengage his men, aud
draw them off towards the town, Blake brought up
the rear, disputing every inch of ground, apd retiring in
perfect order, fnd“with his faco towards tho enemy.
The example of these brilliant episodes incited pmons
at a distance to acts of roinantic daring. A party
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from tho garrison at Lyme undertook to force their
way through the Cavalier camps, and carry a small
supply of powder to their former chief,—a feat which
they performed with the utmost gallantry and success.
As a reward, Blake invited them to witness a grand
sortie, which proved to be the most murderous confliet
that had ever taken place before Taunton, four hundred
Cavalier corpses being picked up in the trenches after
the battle. This victory was of immense and immediate
imporiance to the besieged, as Goring drew off his men
1o a greater distance, enlarging the Roundhead quarters
five or six miles; and the Londoners, once more roused
to activity by the glorious news from*Somerset, forined
an association for the especial purpose of sending relief
to Taunton. Members of the Common Coypeil, private
merchants, traders and gentry commenced a subscription,
and in a fow days four thousand pounds were already
raised. Parliament also promised,8peedy and effectual
aid, and Colonel Massey distributed handbills in the
taverns and workshops, calling on volunteers to join him
in the expedition. Buch was the alacrity of the patriotic
citizens, that beforo Massey was prepared to march with
the government aid, they had already equipped at their
own expense a thousand horsemen.

‘While Goring was employed in the vale of Taunton,
the Cavalier cause was decided on ‘the field of Naseby.
With that battle the war was almost at an end. Fairfax
turned westward to raise the siege of Taunton, crush
Goring’s crew, and recover the great strongholds of
Somerset and Devon for Parliament. On the second of
July he met Massey at the head of three thousand new
levies, specially designed for that service, at Blandford,
Goring gave Way to panic, Heodles8 of the oath which
"bOund yim never to quit the leaguer before Pavaton, he
burnt his tents and drew off to IMgport. thther
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Fairfax followed him, and routed his iroops in two or

" threc brief but destructive cncounters. The march of
the Roundhends through the West was brilliant and
victorious. Bristol was carried by storm. Bridgwater,
Langport and Ilchester, keys of the western counties,
were also carried by storm. Finally, Taunton was freed
from its enemies; and all the ncighbouring towns,

" castles and strongholds, ~ Dunster Castle alone excepted,
—were soon in friendly hands. The last act of the
siege had lasted five weeks—the foimer mniore than
seven; but rechoning from the date when Blake seized
the town to the day of Goring’s retreat, there was exactly
a year as the durution of his marvellous and succcssful
defence.  Ono of the King's best armics had been occu-
picd and destroyed by it. Somc of the bravest of his
captains had lost their rcputation or their lives in it
trenches.  Gremville, Dighy, Berkeley, 1lopton, Wynd-
ham, Goring, and many others had retired from it foiled
and dishonoured. Major-general Digby, brother of the
famons Sir Kenelm, received there a mortal wound, and
the last attempt’ to ‘blockade the town cost the lives of
fourteen hundred Cavaliers.

The town itsclf presented o most deplorable aspect.
For many miles round, the couniry, once a rich and
cultivated garden, interspersed with- orchards, nursery-
grounds, and waler ineadows, was a dreary desert. The
corn had been eut down green—fruit-trees destroyed in
mere wantonness—barns and mills emptied of their con-
tents—farm-houscs ransacked and burnt—the peasants
and farmers driven with insult and violence from their
homesteads. The relieving army noticed with horror
that between St. Nicholas and Taunton they marched
for half a day witheut seeing a sipgle human creature or
one human habjtation standing, in the most p.opulaus»
and wealthy distriet of provincial England! “In the
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immediate suburbs of the devoted town the work of
destruction had been done completely :—there all was
black, grim, ugly ruin. The streets of the town proper
had all suffered, more or less, up to the walls of the
church on one side, and to those of the castle on another.
A third of the entire number of houses in the town had
cither been burnt by means of wild-fire and red-hot
balls, or battered down by the artillery. Blake had the
proud satisfaction to feel that he had kept his ground;
but towards the end of his year of hard fighting, he was
master of hitle more than a heap of rubbish.

After the retirvement of Gtoring, Lis first care was to
dimmish the number of mouths 1o be fed daily, by
sending Welden's corps to the lord general’s camp ;
his next care was to provide for a regular supply of fresh
provisions from a distance,until the ravages of the fierce
soldiery could be restored, and the lands so terribly
wasted could be again brought inte culture. Nor were
the heroic sufferings of the people forgotten at head-
quarters. The two Ilouses issued warrants for a general
collection in behalf of the ruined citizens, and the money
raiscd under their warrants was chiefly employed in
rebuilding the burnt and battered houses. For several
months Blake's genius and energy were devoted to the
relief of the inevitable distress, in aiding cach man to
recover his former position, and in forwarding  tho
iutorests of his party in Somerset.

Onc of Blake’s negoliations during the autumn was
with the cclebrated club-men or peuce-makers. These
men, instigated by the royalist gentry, had risen in arms
under pretence of solf-protection from tho narauders of
both parties, though in reality théy desired and intended
to serve thé King; Goring, howewsr,swhose disorderly
followers were supposed to be glanced st i their
declaration, issued a sovere order agsinst them from
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Exeter, which greatly incensed many of those who had
expressed themselves to the intriguers favourable to the
royal cause. Blake saw as clearly as Goring the incon-
venience of having a third party in the field, of uncertain
good faith, without leaders and without flag, and he
therefore tried to win them over to his own cause, and
induce them to combine with the parliamentary forces.
To this end he proposed a form of submission for them
to sign and send to Fairfax, in which they were to
thank God for having freed those parts of “the plun.
dering and dissolute army, which consisted of many
papists, Irish rebels, and outlandish commanders, officers
ond soldiers, whose common praclice was to rob and
destroy the inhabitants,”’—to assert their fixed reso.
lution to protect themselves from violence and rapacity,
—to express their readiness b join with Fairfax for the
purpose of putting a speedy end to the war,—and to
offer to submit themselves to the laws, orders and
commands of Parliament. But the club-men refused to
subscribe such terms. “ Our intentions,” they replicd,
“are to go in a middle way ; to preserve our persons
and estates from violence and plunder; to join with
neither; and not to oppose either side, until, by the
answer to our petition, we see who are tho enemies
of that happy peace which wo really desire.” On his
part, Fairfax refused fo treat with this anomalous body ;
and his lieutenant-general soon afterwards gave them o
terrible chastistment near Hambledon Hill.

Early in the following spring, Dunster Castle still
holding out against the victorious Roundheads, Blake,
no longer fehring for the safety of Taunton, took the
field with his recruited®eorps, joined by volunteer partics
from neighbouring yarrisons, in the hope of carryin
that fortress by storm. Built on the crest of a hill, oi
very diffioult ascent for troops,-and defended by a body
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of men resolute in their altachment to the royal cause,
it had hitherto resisted every atlack, and was generally
thought impregnable 1o the military science of that age.
It was indeed a virgin fortress, and is often spoken of in
the old writers as the strongest castle in the west of
Eungland. Blake appeared under its walls about the
middle of April; and the demand to surrender being
answered by a stern defiance, he gave instant orders to
his trumpeters to sound a charge. The battle was
continued for some days; but as the progress towards
victory was too slow for his Roundhend zeal, Bloke
secrotly prepared a mine, which he sprung at a favourable
moment, throwing huge masses of the salid masonry into
mid air, and making wide rents in the walls, through
which the assailants stormed with an 1mpetuosxty that
nothing could resist. Sun-down saw the rdd cross of

ingland floating from the higheslt iower of Dunster
Castle. )

Though elected by the burgesses to represent them in
Parliament, instead of Sir William Portman, expelled
for disloyalty to the House, Blake continued to reside at
Taunton, and to busy himself with the pacific duties of
his government. Unliko so many officcrs who had
hitherto been his rivals in glory and public service, when
the King’s cause was lost, and the King himself was
beecome a prisoner, he made no attethpt to throw himself
Zinto the centre of intrigues or to usc his great influence
in the West for personal advancement. With a true
Roundhead contempt for wealth, and for the dazzling
prizes laid open to the ambition of genius in troubled
times, he remained at his post, doing his duty, humbly
and faithfully, ot & distance from Westminster ; while
olher men with less than half his elaims, were asking
wfll obtaining the highest honours and rewards from o
grateful and lavish country. A sincere Ihpubllcun, it
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was his wish to see the nation settled on the golid bacis
of a religious commonwealth ; but though his principles
wero stern, his practical politics were moderate. That,
at any period after the sword was drawn and blood had
actually been shed in the quarrcl, he would willingly
have ircated with the King, as King, is doubiful; but
after Charles’s refusal of the terms offered for his
acceptance while he was still with the Scottish army, it
is certain that Blake no longer entertuined a thought of
maintaining the monarchy in his person. The {own of
which he was representative and governor, he at its head,
prayed the house never to make peace or receive proposals
from the perjured sovereign, but to continue the war
to an end, so as to obtain a firm and lasting settle-
ment of religion and public quict—pledging themsclves
to support ‘P liament in this course of action to the last
drop of their blood. Yet his patriotic zcal did not blind
him to the suggestions of justice and truc policy. The
proceedings of the army-chicfs af.er Charles fell into
their hands gave }um great annoyance. Like A]gernon
Sydney, the younger Vane, and other of the wiser or
more moderate men, he wished to see the King deposc
and banished. Ile deprecated cven the appenrance of
illegality and violence; and when he found the party of
which Cromwell was the inspiring geniug bent on the
King'’s trial and exeéution, he expressed his discontent’
with their proceedings, and under the influence of his
humane convictions, declared openly that he would as
freely venture his life to save the King as ever he had
done to serve the Pa.liament.

The inflfence, moderation, and military genius of
Blake rendered him an object of jealousy and suspicion
to the friends ofsCremwell. Before they dared to brxng
the King to trigl, they took the precaution to lessen His’
power, by disbanding the prineipal part of those forces
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which had performed so many” prodigies of valour at
Tyme and Taunton. Care was taken to conceal from
public notice the real motives for this measure ; and the
order was accempanied by an expression of gratitude and
thanks from the House for his eminent services, and by
another donation of five hundred pounds. 8till, it was
Lknown to somc and suspected by wmany, that theso
flatteries masked suspicion. Blake obeyed the orders withy
oul a word of remonstrance. Others felt and resented the
iutrigue and tho slight, though lie did not :—and it was
not long afterwards referred to by one of the most dis-
tinguished naval commanders of that age, as affording a
sort of exense and justifieation of his ewn treachery to
the national cause. But the governor of Taunton had
no share in such feelings. Ile never attempted to con-
ceal his thoughts from friend or foe—for he had no fear
and no ambition. 1Ie considered Cromwell violent and
unwise in his desire to put the Kipg to death. Bat ho
never professed to think the question of what should be
done with the faithless King other than one of detail.
In the idea of founding in Englaud a’ great religious
commonwealth, he fully concurred. 'What else was left ?
1lc had secen monarchy produce few fruits save falsc-
hood, tyranny, and spiritual pride. 1o wished to try the
cxperiment of & democracy founded on religious princi.
ples. Yet, overriding his private «theorics and desires,
reigned in his heart the strong senso of patriotic devotion.
Covetous of glory, but free from the vices which too
often grow in the neighbourhood of that noble passion,
his thought by day, his dream by night, was how he could
be useful to his counfry, and to those great Protestant
and liberal principles for which she had sacrificed her
domestic peace, and poured out her best plood in torrents,
* £n opening for & glorious career- soany offerea rtuglf at
<es;—and the appointment of Blake to the chief naval
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command—vwhether it aroso from Cromwell’s desire to
remove a powerful and incorruptible officer from the
scene of his own intrigues, or from the general belief of
the parliamentary chiefs that his executive genius,
dauntless valour, and unvarying good fortune would be
conspicuously displayed in his naval exploits,—was a
most important event, opening a new and brilliant era
in the histery of the British navy.
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CHAPTER IV,

16491650,
NAVAL COMMAND.

Ix the earlier period of the Revolation the navy
occupicd a neutral attitude. The Earl of Warwick
acted as lord admiral upder the commission issued by
Parliament in its own and the King’s name joir’ltly; but,
with the exception of a loosc blockade of Ireland, varied
by skirmishes of no political or naval jjAporiance, the fleet
had done little in those eventful times exccpt ride in the
English Channel, watch the movements in foreign ports,
and guard our shores agninst the arrival of arms, levies,
and munitions of war from France and Holland. Public
opinion in the coast towns had placed neatly all those
important stations in the hands of Parliament from tho
outset. In the famous sieges, storms, and blockades
which make the historical romance of*the civil war, thero
is scarcely one in which the fleet took a prominent part.
On the whole this was a happy circumstance. Standing
apart from the scene of strifo, tho seamen were less
swayed by violent and bitter panssions than then' loss
fortunate brethren in camp and city. Not 'that they
wore indifferent to the quarrel High church and divine
right were 2s ‘unpopular in the navy av in the army.
Huf, mixing less frequently and fiercely in the actual

. conflict, naval men were less blinded by passion, and
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took a clearcr and more moderate view of the course of
events than generals and soldiers; As time wore on,
and the nicer shades of opinion came out in sironger
relief, some difterences in religion assisted in dividing

., still more clearly the two great arms of the public force.
The army became Independent—the navy remained
Presbyterian ; and these words involve two entire
systems of ideas and of policy.

‘When Warwick surrendered his command under a
clause of the Self-denying,ordinance, the affairs of the
Adumiralty were put in commission, and he was rewarded
for his services by a seat at the new Navy Board, a post
which he retain~d four years, notwithstanding the many
changes which occurred in the other members. Admiral
Batten succceded to the command vacated by the Earl;
and so long as the King Lept the field, this able officer
discharged the dutics of his station to the perfect
satisfaction of Parliament. On occasion of the Queen
running into Bridlington, & small port on the east coast
of Yorkshire, with arms, money and stores from Holland,
to support the failing canse of her husband, he followed
the Dutch ship into port, and, to the horror of the
Royalists, compelled her majesty to fly from her lodgings
in the night and take shelter in a place protected
from the fury of his guns. He made foreigners, as well
ns Cavaliers, respect the red cross of England—dis-
tinguished himself in the blockade of Ircland, and
captured a Swedish fleet that refused to lower its
topsails in token of his supremacy in the narrow seas.
For his good ser\'cos he received the nation’s thanks
on more than one occasion. -

But Batten was no republican at heart. He served
his country bgeavse his country paid his wages. He
was equally willing to serve the King. Like Penn $nd
other seamen he was on meither side. But the time *
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was at hand when neutrality was impossible. Every
brauch of #e public force was compellod to choosc a
part: and as the army grew more and more outragcous
in 1ts prelensions, murmurs began to arise in the flcet
in regard to tho conduct of those on shore. Flushed
with its recent victory, the nation secmed as if about to
divide against itself. The sudden rise and successful
carcer of the Independents was a cause of fierco and
deeply-scated jealousies in the navy; and the scries of
cevents, which led to the purchase of the captive King
fiom the Scolch army, iy unceremonious arrest by the
soldicrs al ILoldenby, and his subscquent imprisonment
at Carisbrook Castle, gavo rise to dangerous explosions
of discontent in the Downs. Charles was surprised and
seized on the 4th of Juue; and, eight days after this
event, the Earl of Warwick found it necessaty to write
to Batlen, urging him to slecpless watchfulness, lest the
men should be seduced from their daty, and the vessels
under his command bo surprised into some act of
tisobedience. Mo took care to remind the Admiral that
Parliament had raised tho seamen’s wages above the
rates paid in former times; and he expressed a hope
that his old comrades would remain faithful to the
Nation. As the uhtinous spirit increcased rather than
abated, Batten himself fell under suspicion of fomenting
an cvil spirit in his men. lle wa3 therefore called to
London. Colonel Rainsborough, an Independent, and
onc of the army faction, was put down as vicc-admiral.
But this new commander was unequal to the work, the
mutinous spirit of the navy was fomented by the royalist
intriguers of KeAt, and Raiusborough no sodner arrived
at his post than he was seized and displaced by the
officers under his command. The mujineers declared
Yo King, Parliament and Oovenant, and sent a message
lo the Barl of Warwick,soffering.to obey his orders 1f



94 ROBERT BLAKE.

he would come on board, and suhscribe to the terms
of their declaration. Unprovided with me#hs 1o punish
this act of usurpation, the Houses reluctantly concurred
in the nomination of Warwick; and the Lord Mayor
and Aldermen of London, whose commerce and supplics
‘wero threatened by the revolters, earnestly begged for
the sake of peace that Batten might be restored to his
command. Even these concessions were unavailing.
The rebellious ships hoisted the royal colours, stood over
for Calais in hopes of finding the Prince of Wales in
that town, and failing that, made for Ilolland.

This important defection rtaised onee more the
drooping hopesrof the Cavaliers. Prince Charles re-
ceived Batten with open arms, though he had fired on
his royal mother a few years before at Bridlington,—
and confcyred on him the honours of kmighthood.
Under tho erroncous impression that the whole {flect
would follow Sir William Batten’s example, the Prince
of Wales and his brother James, Duke of York, went on
board the revolted ships and sailed towards the Downs,
where Warnick was then lying, having alrendy joined
his forces in the river with the fleet from Portsmouth,
making altogether nineteen ships and three ketches, n
forec about equal in men and guns £8hat under the two
princes. On heaving in sight of the Roundhead
squadron, Charles dent a messenger commanding the
Farl to lower his standard and repair to the royal
presence ; orders which ho of course firmly but respeet-
fully declined to obey. The temper of his men was
good, gnd Parlianment being assured that they would
fight with filacrity against the revolted ships, & formal
resolution was passed authormng and reqmrmg him to.
attack and captyresthem in spite of their having roynl
commanders on board. The two divisions of the ficel’
watched ench other for sevéral months without coming

&
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Yo an engagement. Both sides wanted cnergy, prompti-
tudo and well-defined purpose ; and among the Cavaliers
were loud and fierce dissensions. The common sailors
again mutinied against their officers: Batten, Gordon,
and Lord Willoughby quitted the scrvice in disgust;
and the better sort of seamen, descrting from th&
Prince’s ships, daily returned to their former stations.
Some of the repentant crews contrived to carry back
their vessels ; and it was soon apparent that under weak
and purposeless leadcrs the debauched, quarrelsome and
insubordinate seamen at Helvoetsluys wgre not strong
cnough 1o cause real alarm to their country, Nor in all
probability would they havo ever aggin required the
attention of a great fleel, had not a new commander
appeared, whosc iron will and contempt of law gave him
vast advaniages over daptams who conlenced in tho
names of liberly and eivilisation.

Long before the battle of Nascby put an end to the
war on a grand scale, Prince Rupett, distrustful of the
issuc, had tried to securc some part of the spoil which
passcd through his hands for his own future use; but
one or two vessels which he freighted with plunder fell
into the hands of Parliament., After the fall of Bristol
and his disgrace with his uncle, the adveniurer and his
brother Maurice were ordered to quit the country. At
first Rupert retired to Holland, Frow that state he went
to France, where the romantic Queen Regent received
him a8 a knight of chivalry might have been received in
olden times by the Queen of Beunty. She offered him
any post in her service which he would himself select.
He asked for a troop of horse and a regiment of foot. He
was made a Field-marshal, and placed-at tho head of all
the English then serving in the Frengh army :—not an
inconsiderablo body, an the Cavaliers who fled to the
Continent nearly all turned soldiers of fortune. Under
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Gassion and Rauzau he served in the Low Countries nof
without distinction. The defection of Batten and the
arrival of the revolted fleet in Ilolland threw a fresh
lure in the way of his ambition, and called him once
more to ihe side of his royal relatives.

~ The affairs of the Stuarts were at the lowest chb.
The exiles starving in their retrcat—-the Marquis of
Ormonde unable to stand against the Roundheads and
clamouring loudly for succour in Ireland—ships without
stores and ammunition —oflicers without a plan—men
mutinous, disorganired and without pay :—such was the
state of affairs when Rupert returned to his cousins and
proposed to take the supreme command at sea. On
being allowed his own terms, he pledged himself to
restore discipline, Lo supply the more pressing wants of
the royal court, to carry assistance to the lord-lientcnant
of Ircland, and to harass the trade of London and the
naval power of Parliameni: In return he asked to be
invested with the same powers at sca which he had
formerly enjoyed on land ; that is, to be frec from cvery
sort of control. The Prince of Wales, poor, wasleful
and ineaperienced, consented. IFrom that moment
Rupert became a corsair in the very worst sense of ihe
word. One of his largest ships he sold to the Dutch, and
with the money obtained for it he bought stores, powder
and shot. Once out at sen, ho threw off' every restraint.
‘With him cvery ship that he could take was an enemy—
every argosy a prize. No flag afforded protection against
his predatory warfare. Not only were the merchants of
England spoiled f their goods; Fremch,; Spanish,
Swediah slips were alike attacked, captured and sold by
this pirate. On these robberies the court of the exiles
depended for daily bread. If Charles found a merchant
willing to risk the discount of a bill, he drew on Rup:rs

" for the amount, and sent a ffigate out to inferin Lum of
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the date and sum of the transactioni When Rupert’s
sailors murmured at tho long arrear of their pay, the
freebooter bade them go out and catch a ship for them-
selves, the first that should heave in sight. In this
manner, states with which England was at peace, powers
which the young princes were trying to emlist in their
father's cause, were insulted and robbed without regard
Lo consequences near.or remotc. No country suffered
more from ihe marauder than that very Holland from
which ho sailed, and which still afforded protection 1o his
own parents and to the sons of his sovercign |
Against such a commander and such a system the,
Couuncil of State saw how vain it was to pppose the Earl of
Warwick and the naval officers of his sghool. 'While the
Earl lay in tho narrow seas with a powerful fleet, the
Prince sallied from Helvoetsluys with two skipsand cap-
tured as many prizes as cnabled him to fit out the remain-
der of his vesscls, When all wns ready, he passed down the
Channel to his destination on the Mynster coast. His men
shewed o disposition to go over to their countrymen;
but he excited a change in his own favour by audaciously
bearing down on the hostile fleet and opening through
its line of guard a passage to tho south. To such
boldness, energy and rapidity of action, it became
necessary for Parlinment to oppose qualities similar in .
kind. But with the exceplion of Blake, ghere was perhaps
no man in England, having any knowledge, however
eslight, of sen aflairs, equal to the Prince in personal
courage, fertility of resource and brilliancy of executien,
Blake was therefore called from his pacific government
at Taunton to assume the chief command at sea, in
conjunction with Colonel Deane and Colonel Popham--—
the latter a brother of his old friend and fellow-soldier
.of the samo name—under the title, favented for the

oceasion, of Grenerals and Admirals at Sea, or sa they
B
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came aficrwards to be usually styled—-Generals of the
Flect.

The tasks which the three Gtenérals took upon them-
selves were at once varied and onerous. When they
went on board, the navy was in a condition like that
in which Cromwell had found the old army. Abuscs
existed everywhere. The Admiralty offices, the dock-
yards, the ports and naval stations, the ships, were alike
corrupt ; and many of the corruptions were of long
standing and flagrant character. To provide the Generals
with full powers {o examine and correct abuses they were
nlso appointed Commissioners of the Navy, with seats at
the Admiralty Beard. The mandales under which they
acted required shem to employ all available means to
achieve theso three ends :—1. To, completely re-organise
the naval power, 20 as to rid that great arm of the public
service of all doubtful and disloyal elements; 2. To dis-
perse, capture or dostroy the revolted ships, and drive
the Princes, Rupert and Maurice, from the high seas;
8. To co-operate with the Land Forces in a new and more
efficient attempt, thén in course of preparation by Crom-
well, to put down the Irish rebels.

The new system began with a change of flag. From
the accession of the Stuarts tho Union Jack had
streamed from the topmasts of every vessel cngaged in
the service of the stute; but the King’s removal having
dissolved the necessary legal connection of the two
countries, all ships at sea in actual service wero hence-"
forth ordered to carry only the red cross on a white
ground. When the new Commissioners came to examine
the details of the actual state of the navy, they found
the disorder greater than had been feared.~ Few of the
vessels were sga-worthy. The dock-yards were ill-
managed. Stores and arms were systematically stolén.’
The wages of tho sailors were not regularly paid; and
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when vessels came into port the poor men had usually
to wait some weeks before they could obtain their
movey. No proper care was taken of the ratioms,
Often the biscuit was mouldy, the beer sour, the meat
rank, The system of forced impréssment was bitterlv
complained of ; while in the neglect to provide hospitals
for the wounded and asylums for the infirm, the dictates
of sound policy and the calls of humanity had been oqually
spurned. In all these matters Blake became a reformer
the day he became an adwmiral, His letters, still preserved
in the Admiralty papers, show how minute and constant
was his care for the comfort and welfare of his men : is-
these documents s kindness of heast seems even moro
canspicuous than his naval genius. Fearless himself, he
was remarkably tender, of the lives, the health, and even
the comforts of others. He would at any %imo weaken
the force under his command in order to send a frigate
home with a few wounded men, if he found they could
not be treated with sufficient care on bvard in the midst
of dauly-renewed battles. Tho minutesi details engaged
his attention when the comfort of his men was concerned,
even in the crisis of a great campaign. No wonder that
he was ndored! An instance of lus popularity occurred
soon after his nomination to the command at sea.
The watermen of the Thames had by ancient usage a
right to priority of impressment for the service ; but the
usage, like many other usages, had been waived Wlﬂ‘l the
Mull consent of all parties; tho dangers and disorders of
the service baving few atiractions for men possessing
other means. ¢But no soonmer was the new system
understood than the overscers of the watérmen peti-
tioned Blake to restore their old privilege ; first, because
the watermeh on the river were weljaffected ‘to the
‘C8mmonwealth, secondly, because they were the proper
raw material out of which to make expert seamdn, and
u3
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thirdly, because the priority was an ancient right of
their order.
The first measures adopted by the new commanders in
filting, out the flect gavo cvidence of the energy and
haracter about to become the distinguishing marks of
the service. They went down and purged each ship of
the idle, the vicious and the disaffected; good and true
men were alone relained, and it was {o fill the places of
the discharged sailors that the watermen of the Thames
put in their claim, Tho ablest captamns of the serviee
were sought out and employed, without regard o age,
_interest or personal consideration.  No  incompetent
noble or honourable person was allowed to occupy the
place of a hetter scaman.  Meril alone found fawour.
Penn, Jordan, Ascue, Stayner and lawson, the most
famous capiainy of the Commonn calth, were appointed
to imporinnt connnands.  Although Blake was but one
of three Commissiociers, there is reason to believe that
he took the lead in their deliberations; and that ihe
general features of the campaign, which had to be
.adapted to the particular character of the enemy to he
encountered, and the other eaigences of the serviee,
were the work of his brain. The naval forees were thus
disposed :—Deane wag stationed with a squadron in the
Downs, having instructions to cruise between Portsmouth
and Dover and keep the trade of the narrow seas freo
from iuterruption; Popham, with a sccond squadron,
was to lic off Plymouth sound, check the depredationsl
of the Scilly pirates, and guard the southern entrance
to the Channel; Sir George Ascug with a third
squadron, wus to cruise in and near thé bay of Dublin,
prevent the Irish rebels from cémmunicating with their
English partisans, qud keep St. George’s Ghannel open.
Blake reserved fo himsell the task of chasing, fighting
and destroying the pirate flegb under Prince Rupert.
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Before going on board the flag-ship, he took care to
supply himself with jacks, standards and studding sails
for giving chace.

On the eightcenth of April (1649) at the age of fifty,
Blake set his foot on deck for the first time as a com.
mander, and from that moment to the hour of his déath
no man in England contested with him for the first place
as a sailor. Envy, jealousy and hatred dogged the
steps of every other officer in the service, but while
the common sailors regarded him with an enthusiasm
bordering on idolatry, the vetcran admirals of Spain,
Portugal and the United IP’rovinces, against whom Le
fought in so many brlliant and destructive batiles,
considered him the perfect model of a foe. The country
gentlemen of England, though they abhorred his politieal
principles and aftected to contemn his relighus opinions,
allowed that his course of action was frank and noble;
and even the coarse and malignant writers of the Restora-
tion spared his memory tho mountains of abuse which
they heaped on men like Vane, Hampden and Sydney.

After cruising for some time in the darrow scas, doing
much damage to commerce, Rupert attacked and cap-
tured the Robert frigate; amd the blockade of Kinsale
having been rawsed by orders from London, he and his
brother made for that harbour with the intention of
co-operating with the Marquis of Grmonde, and establish-
ing for themselves a couvenient siation whence they
might sally out on their marauding expeditions and
shelter their prizes from the pursuit of Blake. Tho
{own and eastle of Kinsale being in the hands of Irish
rebels who still inade some show of loyalty*to the King,
Rupert had no dificftty in disposing of his stores and
merchandis, the fruits of his formidable industry., ILis
Pest ships were kept at sea in search of unarmed traders,
and the harbour of Kinsale was soon filled with prizes
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of all nations. Lately without a shilling in his coffers,
the royal buccaneer was now rich. The most daring
spirits in the south of Ireland flew to the standard of a
man who had set up this profituble system ; and ncither
men, money nor stores were wanting to equip the
“Capured vessels for the pirate service. The secoded
fect became for the second time a formidable power, and
the daring outlaws began to plough the deep with all
the confidence of prowess and success. Thus affairs in
Ireland took what appeared to the court so happy a turn
that even the cautious Marquis of Ormonde sent over to
dlolland and invited the exiles to that part of their
dominions. He assured them thal with the assistance
of the squadron at Kinsale, the greater part of Ircland
would soon be brought into obedience,— when large
armies could be raised,—the Scots cajoled or coerced
into a league,—and a vast material power could be sud-
denly hurled from those shores against England. The
ceailed eourt leaped with joy at any prospeet of renewing
the war. But Charles was poor and his credit low. 1le
wanted money for an oulfit—Rupert coolly and charac-
teristically sent out a frigaic, caught a Duteh trader, sold
her for ten thousand pounds, and despatched the money
to his cousin at the Hague.

As soon as the arrangements for his new model were
got into a stale of progress, Blake, his pennons flying
from tho masts of the Triumph, passed down the Channcl
with the fourth division to check the growing disorders
at Kinsale. Nor was it long before the Oavaliers had
reason to know that a new system had begun with
the new gentral. Their flect, returning from a cruise,
encountered a storm, and the frifatc Charles, separated
from the other vessels, got involved in a densé fog, which
prevented a good look-out being kept. Before the cap-
tain was aware of the enemy’s presence ho was assailed
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by the Constant Warwick and the Leopard, part of
Blake’s squadron, and after a sharp action was compelled
to surrender. Pushing forward this success, Blake
followed the returning fleet to their pirate hold and shut
then up safely within it,—as Ascue in an earlicr part of
the summer had endeavoured to do without success.
The arrival of this new force at Kinsale disconcerted
tho vast plans of the Cavaliers. Charles did not dare
to sail for the Irish coast; Rupert could no longer send
out his ships; and the sources of supply being cut off by
tho blockade, his funds rapidly grew less. Though he
had more than half the island at his back, his prospecty
were gloomny. His fleet was locked up. He could only
escape from his perilous position by cutting through the
guard-ships ; and even if he got away from Kinsale and
from the cnemy, he knew Lof no harbour T which he
could seck rofuge from pursuit or carry on the sale of
his prizes. This posture of affairs was the more vexa.
tious, as the fine weather being 'como, and his fleet
carcencd and ready for a smnmer voyage, he had raised
an cxtraordinary levy of men. Instcad’of sweeping the
consts and rivers of their mercantilo marine, as he had
hoped, he was foreed to act on the defensive, and erect
batteries on the shore to prevent the cuemy’s fire-ships
coming into harbour and burning his ficet. Worst of all,
his men began to murmm and desert. Blake offered them
lower pay and nono of that license which they enjoyed at
Kinsale ; yet his influence was already such in the navy,
that they went over to him at every convenient oppor-
tunity, Rupert, mad with rago, one day seized ten of
his men, on the plea that ho suspecied theni of a desire
to escape, and strung them up at the yard-asrm. Harassed
by these causes of discontent and amyatient of a pro-
“longed inactivity, ho would have risked an e.gagement
with his wary adversarp; but in a case of so much
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moment, he listened to the counsel of Li wmore experi-
enced naval oflicers, who told him it would be rushing
on destruction to attack Blake in his present position,
until they had prepared some fire-ships, and crowded
their decks with an overpowering body of soldiers and
marines.  The town of Kinsale being open lo the
country, Rupert went overland to the various pori-towns
on the coast still possessed by the royalists, Lo engage as
many men as could be prevailed on to accept high pay
and hard service ; but when he returned to Kinsale with
these reeruits, the courage of his captains had been so
much cowed they still voled in the counecil of war that
it was unwise to hazard a trial of strength with such an
enemy; and that consequently the only course was to
secure their ships in the harbour until foul weather,
(which had‘already, even in_the early summer, more than
onee driven the hostile fleet to Milford Haven,) should
compel Blake to qmit his station and either return to
Bristol Chaunel or ‘the Downs. Infinitely chagrined
at this turn of opinion, Rupert, compelled by the failure
of his funds, disbanded his new levies, dismantled the
uscless barques, heeping only the flag-ships and feur
frigates to wait on them, ready for active service.
One of Blake’s letters to the Iouse of Commons will
suggesl the perils of the scrvice even in the best month
of smnmer:

“Mz. SpEARER, ~The high valuo which the honour-
able house hath Leen pleased to put upon our honest
endeavours, signified unto us by yours of the 5th instant,
we receive “with all humble acknowledgment, desiring
from oursclves that the fruit of all may bo to render us
more able and prosperous in their service, by making us
more lowly in tHe sight of God. And as we have learn. d

, from our Great Master, when yo have done all wo can,
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1o conless ourselyes unprofitable scrvants unto God: so,
for all the good he hath, or shall be plcased to do by us,
his unworthiest instruments, it shall be sulficient unto
us to be accounted but faithful scrvants unto men for
the Lord’s sake. Of this honour we shall ever be
ambitious, but shall desire, next wnto God, to owe it
rather unto the prayers than thanks of men: as having
more need of one than any right to the other. Being
thus resolved, however, it hath or shall please God to
evercise us with varicties of providence we shall not
doubt 1hrough his blessing of good success and a happy
conclusion in the end. -

We have now been thirteen days absent from Kinsale,
from whenee we were foreed by eatremity of weather, and
driven hither where we now are with eight ships—viz.
Triumph, Charles, Leopard, Lion, Garland] Hercules,
John, and Elizabeth. We shall, God willing, with the
first opportunity, endeavour to get sKinsale Bay again
and pursue our former resolution, it we shall find them
there, or otherwise to follow them whlthcrsocvcr they
shall go. '

In the meantimoe we have despatched away directions
to Viee-Admiral Moulton and others, advising them to
put themselves into the strongest posture they may to
defend themselves and oppose the enemy in case he
should be gono out and nearer the*Channel. 'We shall-
negleet no opportunity of doing our duty and discharg-
ing that great trust which the Parliament hath been
pleased to repose in us, which may mnko it appear how
much we are

“ Your most faithful and humble Servants,
“ Ronerr BLM\E,
“eRtg. Deawe.”

g From aboard the Triumph, in Milfurd Iaven,
¢ June 13, 1649.%

.
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Meanwhile the approach of the victorious Roundheads
by land, storming their way from Dublin southward,
under the command of Cromwell, warned Rupert that,
in spite of his batteries and castles, his hold was growing
insccure. As dangers (lnckened around him, his mind
Dbecame a prey to jealousy and distrust. He accusod the
governor of Cork of a desire to betray him to the enemy.
o shol an ensign and all his company on suspecling
them of an intention to afford a passago to Blake through
the line of guard-ships. In his nervous agitation he
conceived doubss of the fidelity of the Cavalier governor
of Kinsale castle, and actually took that fortress by
surpriso as a precaution against an imaginary act of
bad faith. As tho winter nearcd and tho sirong winds
of the north-east set in, Blake was forced to ride out
at a greattr distance from the mouth of the harbour;
it being an extremely dangerous lce-shore, and without
safe anchorage at any point. As the weather broke up
Rupert prepared for the long-cxpected day of escape.
But at the last moment he was unable to man the
greater part of his ships, and he rcluctantly lefu soveral
of these behind a prey to the cnemy, The castle he
gave up io the Marquis of Ormonde, then retreating
towards Cork before the parlinmentary army. When
Tie came to reckon up his eftective force, he found that
his whole fleet consisted of only seven sail of all rates.
With this force, aidod by the clements, he had the good
fortune to cscape from Kinsale. Continual storms had
rendered it impossiblo for Blake to keep his floet toge.
ther off that terrible coast : many of his ships had been
driven to the nearest ports for shelter; and towards the
end of October, a violent gale having still fuather
weakened the blodiading squadron, and scattered the
few remaining vessels widely about the offing, Rupert
and Maurice seized an opporiunity to steal away un-
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. observed, and when once out at ses, they spread their
sails direct for Portugal.

ITis paval duties at Kinsale ended by the flight of tho
two princes, Blake repaired to Ross. Cromwell was
negotiating the surrender of that important town under
tho threat of such an assauli as had nlready overs
whelmed Tredah and Wexford with sudden ruin. TFate
had not yet fixed the destinies of Blake. At the request
of Cromwell, he became a Commissioner for the arrange-
ment of Irish Affairs. His colleagucs were, Deane, who
had joined him at an early period on the Irish coast, Sir
William Fenton and Lord Berghill. Cromwell wished .
him to take a command on shore, and wrote to the
Tlouse of Commons on the subject. Men of his cha-
racter were needed in Treland and the House of Con
mons offered him the rank of Major-General and pro-
posed to raise a regiment for him. But it left him his
choice and he chose to remain at ses. IIe was called
awny from his dutics as a Commissioner {0 go in chase
of his old and formidable adversarics., With their
characteristic impartiality, the Corsair prmccs, when
they escaped from the Trish Seas, levied hlack mail onall
nations. In standing across for the Continent, Maurico
cncountered a Malaga trader, which struck at his first
swnmons, and was of course seized ; shortly afterwards
Rupert met with two English merchant-men, bound from
London to San Lucar in Spain, and afler a desperato
siruggle mastered and manned them for further service.
‘While scudding along the shore towards the Tagus, in
which river tho King of Portugal, in his horror of
Puritans and patriots, had given him a promise of pro-
tection against his pursuers, a vessel from Brauil,
freighted for Lisbon with the property of Portnguesc
{raders, stood across his line of sail, when he instantly
cave chase, overtook, cabtired and condemned her as a
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prize, on ihe absurd plea that she had not struch her
colours to him at the first summons, Though other
nations suftered from these outrageous piracies, the
chief losses, of course, fell on the mercantile men of
England ; and as the Council of State received from the
London and Dristol traders most urgent complaints of
the insecurity of the narrow scas, they took on the #th
of Dceember the unusnal resolution to fit out a winter
fleet, and they invited Blake to assume the command
and go in pursuit of the pestilent maranders.

By the middle of January, 1650, a smali foree, consist-
ing of five ships, the Tiger, John, Tenth Whelp, Signet,
and Constant Warwick, carrying altogether one hundred
and fouricen guns, was ready for sca; and as soon as he
conld obtain his instructions, Blake went on board the
Tiger. "these instructions directed him “to pursue,
seize, surprise, scatier, fight with and destroy * the ships
of the revolied flect, and to suppress pirates and protect
lawful traders in the cvercise of their calling. If any
foreign prince or power joined with or assisted the corsair
princes, he was réquired not to spare the revolters ou
that account ; and in case the foreign power assisted the
revolters by force of arms, he was to fight with them,
and by God’s help destroy them. e was to prevent
any injury to the foreizn prisoncrs who might fall into
his hands; and tv send them at his convenience to
England, there 10 await the decision of Parliament. Tf
any vessel or vessels belonging to the revolted fleet
should be sold by their commander to a foreign power,
or the subjcet of a foreign power, he was directed to
demand, attack, capture or destroy them wherever found,
as a part of the English navy which the revolters had no
right to sell. Tleso were the details. As to genernl
principles, ho was instructed that time out of mind the
lordship of the seas had balomged to Englond. This
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ancient right he was directed to maintain; to cause tho
ships of all nations to strike their flags in his presence;
and in case of refusal to seize and send them in'as
prisouers, unless they should offer such obedience and
reparation as he might judge sufficient. It was sub-
mitted to his prudence, however, not to procecd so,fir
in these demands as to force hostilities with any superior
fleet, until the particular object of his voyage had been
accomplished.  But he was to keep for fature uge a
strict account of any flag that refused to achnowledge
his dominion of the seca. Towards forcign powers at
peace with Bngland he was dirceted to avoid every cause
ol offence aud to reuew ancient leasyes of trade and
fricudship with them, unless such States should join
with and protect the rfevollers; in which case he way
instructed to assail tht said powers, to deetroy their
fleets, and to capture their merchant-vessels, and send
them as prizes into the most convenjent English ports.
Lastly, as events could not be foreseen, and the means
of communication with London would be slow and un-
certain, he was invested with a wide discretionary power
in the disposal of lis fleel. The Lnal clause coutained
the essential spirit of his instructions —* You are to
order and dispose of the said fleet and the ships under
your command us may be most advantuyeous for the public,
and for obtaining the cuds for which the fleet is set
forth ; making it your special eare in discharge of that
great trust committed to you, that the ConMoNWEALTI
receive no detriment.”

To the five alups first oqmppod for this service eight
otliers wero added in tho spring, four men-of-war—Reso-
lution, St. Androw, Phanix, and Satisfaction—and four
merchant-men—Hercules, Ameriea,, Great Lewis, and
Merchani—under the command of Admifal Popham, who
also carried out additiona] instructions to his collcague.
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In the meantime Rupert had sailed into the Tagus and
received a cordial and flattering welcome from John of
Braganza, King of Portugal, who assured him that he
would protect him iu that river against all lus enemies
A friendly salute from the forts welcomed the fuzitivey
with royal honours. The first mght the prine s anchord
in Weyrs Bay, near the rinver mouth; nevt aay they
stood higher up the stream, fiving their station at San
Katherina, until Rupert should find lasime £y nes 1)
humself at court in due form. s reception v oy Lon b
1o turn a steadier bram than his; Kiuer v dim o scant om
of his proundest mobles to attend the fu ¢ M
from Bellensle te the palace, where he «onlirnc 1 per-
son and m the warmest manner the peon s of §rot

tion whieh he had previously made thooual hus curo

The fleet ‘than anchored under the om0 Batlosk

and the officers sold the goods fahen m thew | {H
the Portugucse merchants; whuh done, they <wicd 1)
Lisbon, where they employed the scamen doung the
winter months in earcening, victuadling, and fitting ot
their prizes as mcn-of-war. Al 1l approach of  prm,
Rupert, tired of court festivities, went on howd wn
dropped down the river to Billee, with the intention
of renewing, under more fayourable anspice o profit-
able piracies of the former ycar  but hefor he ¢ uld
clear of the Tagus, Blake was at s m th vith hy e
fleet of five slups; and not daring to attempt a passage
by force agaiust such a commuuder, Rupcrt anchorcd
under the guns of the fort. Blake now sent an officer
to ask the Kiug’s permission 1o attack the revoited shape
at their anchorage. John haughtily refused.  Blake
affected not to comprehend the King's answer, and
ordered his boats wo cross the bar. A few shots from
Beln Castle stopped them. At the first discharge
Blake sent a boat to inquire the reason for *his show of
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hostility against adriendly power, there being no war at
" that time between Portugal and England ?  The officer
replied that he bad reccived no orders to allow any other
ships 1o pass. With great moderation, Blake sent his
complaad to Lishon: and some prominent members of
the * sun 1l, alarmed at the false position in which thelr
Ko ' resh promise to the revolters had placed ihe
orntrrpcd him to make coneessions to the powerful
40w we lthoven at the last moment, rather than incur
v nz IS of anaval war John's own fears inelined
W v asteo o these eouncils, so thaly instead of a
o'y tosent one of his courtiirs to compli-,
RO Wt aad o beg thay, for the sake of
v he ol as attempt {o enier the viver unless
tweather shonte foeee i 1o seek a <helter for his
aps T the o aniities he added a supply of pro-
Vs 1o b Bhike dedared that he was anvious
"o violate v boplly rivee. Bufy he reminded the
King tha howas the o« a- the minister and representa-
tive of & owerfis n tion- that the fugitive princes
possess d no eountry, nee cven a single port of their own
o whic' they conld ~end their eaptures for legal con-
denmmatio y,and were therdfore meapable of heing treated
isapectu 0 ower, That 1he ships then in the e pussession
wer apor fthe Dnghist p oy, which had been armed,
v, ped and furnished b Parliament in their own
ports, and maurad by their own servants; that, more-
ner, the fwo prinees had acted as pirates and sea-robbers,
wd by addmg the captuved <hips o their fleet, were
growi e into a power likely to prove dangerous to the
Linful commeree of all nations; finally, that having
no plare in the world which they could pretend to call
fheir own, thdy were unable to appeal to the law of
iatfous, or ask the protection of any ‘princo wm their
ravolt i piracy, without thereby creating a cause
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of war between that prince and tho, Comumonwealth of
England. '
To this clear statement of the question the King could
only oppose his personal feelings and his rash promise.
The royal Council was divided in opinion: the Coude de
3liro, an cvpert and sagacious minister. spoke the scuti-
ments of the more prudent, and his views were shared
by all the traders and merchants interested in the com-
meree and colonies of the country. But the Queen,
ardent, prodigal, and fuscinated, warmly espoused the
cause of her Dbrilliant guest; and two violent factious
aroso in the courl and cit_y, of which the rallying cric,
" were “peace 'md “war” with England,  The weather
arowing foul, Blake entered the river with his flect and
anchored in Weyrs Bay, whence he unceasingly presscd
the Kingand Council for leave %o fall ou the revolters;
but wecks passed on and he could obtain no satisfactory
reply to his requests.  Duplicity and delay charactorised
all the proceedings-of the court.  The Brazil flect, then
fitting out for the summer vozage, was almost ready
to sail; and st became apparent fo DBlake that the
Portuguese were irying by their civilities and couneils
1o gain time until this fleel was despatched and out of
danger.  Rupert himself was mystified.  1le complained
that his cnemy was allowed to come up the river to Sun
Katherina, only iwo miles from his own station. His
sailors deserted to Blake in spite of every severity ; and
one of his Jargest ships, the Swallow, of thirty-six guns,
was in tho very act of escaping when the plot was dis-
covered and defeated. Alarmed at these symptoms of
revolt in fiis crews, and doubiful whether the Queen
would be able to prevail against the Miro party in the
Council, he secretly prepared to defend himself; aud if
his worst feart should be realised, to force a pastage
through the English squadron or perich in fle w10 it
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Tis preparations did not escape the vigilance of the
court, and they created a suspicion in high quarters
that, urged by hatred and despair, he was about to com-
mit some act of wanton hostility against his protectors,
['ear in some, contempt in others, were thus raised.
But the more factious and alarmed the city grew, fhe
safer Rupert felt himsel,  As a ready means of sowing
dissensions in Lisbon, he courted the priests and the
populace. Though a Protestant, he did his best o rouse
the passions of the Portugucse Catholics against his
adopted country. TIe urged the priests to preach a
crusade against England, not only as a point of cong
acicnce, but also as a mecans of inergasmg their own
worldly influence. These men willingly gave their aid
and countenance: they harangued against patriots and
protested against the shame of a Christian ntion treat-
ing with rebels, until the Lisbon people were so incensed
that the King could hardly pass gowa the streets of his
capital without hearing the «velamations of their rage
and fanaticism. To gain over the mob to his interest,
Rupert went among them, gave thtm oney “and soft
speeches, and made a pretence of placing himself and his
cause under their protection. These artifices suceeeded
so {ar as to compel the Miro party to he «tremely wary,
and to postpone a final arrangement of the question.
Not content with the su cess of thie appeal to the basest
passions, the fugitive armed an assussin against the life
of his formidablo enemy. The only plea ever put forth
by his partisans in excuse for this attempt at private
murder was a false report to the eftect that some persons
from tho English fleet. went on shore at Belleisle to
attack a hunting-party, including Rupert, Maurice, and
soveral other *Cavaliers, in which, hoy ever, they pretend
thal the Roundheads got the worst of if), and were glad
to retreat; the real truth being that the men were scat
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on shore in the ordinary way to obtain fresh-water, and
while getting it were assailed by Rupert’s party, who
killed one of their numher, dangerously wounded three
others, and made five prisoners. Towards cvening of
the day on which this incident had occurred, a bombshell,
placed in a double-headed harrel, with a lock in the
middle so contrived that on being opened it would give
fire to a quick-mateh and cause the whole to explode,
was sent by Rupert to Blake’s flag-ship, in a Portuguese
hoat, manmed by a trusty sawlor and two negroey, the
former dressedr as a Portuguese tradesman.  The men
gent on this murderous crrand were insirueted to say
they were oil merchants come with a present for the
seamen. But when the boat arrived at the ship’s sterf,
they found the ports there dlosed, and while they were
rowing totnd to the iransom-port, some of the crew
oh<emved and reeogniscd the Enelishman as one of
Rupert’s men whone they had froquently met on shore
at Belleisle; and belore any misehuel could be done he
was arrested and the deviee of which he was to have
been the executionet discovercd.

Tlaving missed his aim, and doubiful of the Kine',
resolution, with fmling provisions and warering men on
board, Rupert (ngnged the governor of the .astle 1o
connive at his passage, and prepared to fall down the
stream with the firs favourable wind.  But Blake had
friends on hoard the Prinee’s ships, and being informe
of this devign, he towed his vessels in a dead ealm to
the mouth of the river, which movement compelled
Rupert to fall hack to his old position. Months were
spas®in fhese blockades and negotiations without
rﬂlt. Blake, now strengthencd by the arrival of

opham’s squadron, represented fo the Ring that his
port had been divhonoured, that innocent blaod had hien
shed; and he demanded in more urgent terms permis-
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sion to right himself. Tnstead of eomplying with this
request, tho monarch at last threw off the mask, put
some of the English merchants under arrcst, and pro-
nounced for the cause of tho iwo princes. This change,
while it simplificd the state of aftairs and left Blake to
act ag he thought proper, added the whole weight of the
Portugucse navy to the force of the revolters. Blake’s
answer, however, was swift and sure. The Brasil
flect of nine sail coming out of the Tagus, he seized
them without ceremony, removed the officers and crew,
put trusty men in their places, and thus at a stroke raised
his owneficetive strength fromthirteen to twenty-tw o sail,
At the samoe time he threatened to seize the American
fleets on their return, if the revolters were not immedi-
ately compelled to quit the Tagus. The Enqlish Admi-
ral had been so modest®in his demeanour, »@ moderate
in his demands, the King was astounded ai what he
called the temerity of these arts of sglt-defence ; and in
the first outburst of s rage he gate orders to arm the
coasts and fit out his fleets for service. Miro was dis-
graced, The friends of peace were discontenanced. A
squgdron of thiricen men-of-war was equipped; and,
under the command of Vara John, was ordered to join
the force under Rupert.  Even then, they did not con-
sider it prudent to attack the English, who continued to
cruse at the river mouth, interruptaug all commerce by
sea, and threatening to intercept the richly-freighted
1vessels known to be coming home from the Brazils.
Autumn was decply advanced. The fleet had been
in those unfriendly waters seven months, and although
provisions and stores had been supplied by Popham’s
squadron and by other means, the ships wero sea-worn,
the stores well nigh evhausted, the gnen suflering from
+h effeets of long confinoment and scvére dities. Ru-
pert trusted.to the stormg of winter, and the court of
12
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Portngal believed it would be impossible for the English
to siay on that bleak and hostile coast. But Vaue, one
of the greatest naval adminisirators ever born, was inde-
fatigable at home in preparing the materials of war. In
spite of the clements Blake remained in the Portuguese
wagers to encounter one of the Brazil fleets, consisting
of twenty-three sail, just as they were about to enter the
Tagus, when a brief but fierce engagement ended in the
loss of the Portuguese flag-ship, which went down during
the cannonade,and three other ships,w hichwere set on fire
and consumed: and the capture of the vice-admiral and
cleven large ships, all laden with the most precious car-
goes, Only seven of the smallesl barques escaped ;
they gol away, and slipped into the river while the con-
test was at its height. "When the king heard of his great
disaster, he went on board Rupert s flag-ship, and ordered
him to atiack the Fnglish with the combined fleels and
recover his lost trcasures.  Rubert was willing, but the
winds kept no term$ with ihe royal thirst for revenge,
and the Portuguese pennons floated idly in the river,
while the vietorions English repaircd their losses and
counted their magnificent gains by the late engagergent.
At last, however, a fair wind sprang up, and with
provisions already on board for fourteen davs--ample
time as the courticrs thought to capture or destroy the
blockading squadron. Rupert dropped down the river, at
the same time hoisting signals for Vara John to follew
and join him below Belim with all his disposable foree.
But the Portguese commander either could not or would
not raise his anchor for several hours, and the revollers
vere already up with the English squadron before their
Portuguese allies had got under sail.  'Want of concert
prevailed throughopt. The ships were getttered over a
wide expanse ofsca, and neither party was able to afidrd
arsistance to the other. While moving about th har-
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bour in a thick fog, the Prince suddenly discovered the
admiral, with Blake's pennons floating at the main-top,
riding within pistol-shot of his stern; and with that
fearlessness which conccaled so many faults, he gave
orders to tack round quickly and run alongside the flag-
ship, without firing a single shot or raising the leasl
shout till they were necar cnough to spring on board.
The men of the admiral caught a glimpse of the sus- -
picious craft through the thick atmosphere, and as sho
passed in silence under their lee, pourcd into her a
broadside that shattcred her fore-topmast. Blake con-
tinued his course, the fog slipped in, and the two ships
were instantly out of sight. Rupert’a fleet was too far
to leeward to give chase or render assistance. Their
outfit being cxhausted, the alles returncd to their for-
mer station ab BLH(JS]E, mutually accusing cach other of
incapacity. Vara John was deposed from his command,
and judged unworthy ever to bg eagain cmployed in
his country’s service. Blake and Pophaw, after des-
patching all their prizes to England, returned to block
up still more closely the mouth of the T.w'us

A second descent of the combined fleets was equally
unsuccessful. Without risking a general cnfagement,
which he had no desire to risk, Blake remained master ab
sca. Rupert had scen mo more service on this new
clement than himself ; Dut it is curlous that the veteran
admirals of Portugal should have been foiled in all their
attempts to force Blake either to quit his position or
fight a battle. At length the loss of so many vessels,
and the continual outeries of his subjects, induced Kin,
John to sue for peace on reasonable terms. As ncces-
sary preliminaries to a peace, Miro was restored to
fayour; and it was intimated to the ugitive princes with
‘many feigned regrets that the crown of Portugal conld
no longer protect them engainst tho might of England.
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Rupert received a hint that as Blake was at sea in scarchi
of the dispersed fleets of Brazil, somoe of which had
stopped short at the Azores, while others had run for
safety into Spanish ports, he might get clear away with
hig ships. If the princes did not depart, they were given
to understand that on Blake’s return he would be allowed
to attack them at their moorings. Rupert thercfore
again unfurled his corsair banner, slipped his cables, and
under a friendly salute, the last he cver heard in Por-
tugal, he dropped down the river in search of new ad-
ventures. )
« As soon as the princes had quitted Belleisle, Don Joln
despatched an emwvoy to London to sue for peace and
friendship with the English Commonwealth., Ilis for-
micr pride was rcm(-mb(rod againgt his present humility,
and the Council of State made hard conditions. But
the cuvoy granted all the preliminaries demanded. lle
agreed that the En%lish merchants who had been under
arrest should be sct at liberty; that they should have
all their losses, made good to them; that the King of
Portugal should dch.ly a considerable part of the war
expenses already incurred. "When the envoy presumed
to dispute some dates and details, the haughty Council
commanded him to quit the country. However galling
to lis pride, Don John was obliged to submit.  1le sent
a nobleman of high mnk the Coude de Camera, as c\-
traordinary ambassador, to depreeate the anger of Par-
liament. The Conde assented to every proposal mode
to him by the Council :—but dclays again arose through
tho change,from ths Parliamentary to the Protectoral
form of government, and it was not until January, 1653
that the treaty of peace, trade, and friendship was finally
ratified between, the two powers. So long as he lived,
Don John gave England little trouble.

At the closc of the dispute With the court of Lisbon,
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the owners of the nine ships scized-and detained by
Blake al the mouth of the Tagus were allowed to pre-
sent a statement of their grievance to the judges of the
Court of Admiralty. Blake's conduct in the matter was
minutely investigated ; Admiral Popham was called on
to give evidence as to tho facts : and after a full ingliry
the judges decided that the Greneral-at-Sea had acted in
the spirit of his insiructions. But they acknowledged
ihe private losses which the owners might have sutfered
by the forcible detention of their ships, and decided that
the same compensation should be awanded to them for
the serviee, as in cases where ships had been bired by
the State.
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CIIAPTER V.
1650—1651,
CAVALIER-CORSAIRS.

" Rurerr had ngt invented the corsair system. That
honour belonged to George Carteret, governor of Guern-
sey. While the King was still at Oxford, and when
Blake was* vigorously defending’ Lywme, Carlerct des-
pairing of the royal causc oun land, ordercd a modcl
galley to bo built for him by the expert artizans of
St. Maloes. She was fitted with t-velve pair of oars and
with large sails, so as to go against wind and tide. She
carrigd one brass' cannon and two swivels, and was manned
by thirty-six desperato ruflians. She cruised in the
narrow seas, and her captures were armed and converted
into war-ships. Carterct became master of a flect. e
soon made himself terrible to the London merchaunts.
‘Warwick, scut to reduce the islands to obedience, ro-
turned without crushing the freebooters, and their enter-
prises took a wider sweep. Ior a whilo Cartoret was
master of the narrow scas. Charles then gave him the
commission of a Viea-Admiral in the Channel, and the
royalist rovér filled his coffers and strengthened himself
i his hold, Mont Orgueil Castle, against the Roundhead
forces. A carcer liks that of Sir George Carteret, com-
bining danger, cfiterprise and success, had an irresistible
charm for Rupert ; and it is dgmonstrable that from the
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period of his first offer to go on board the revolted flect,
be proposed to live by plunder. His intention was to
establish one or more strongholds, from which he flattered
himself that he should be able to interrupt at his will
the rich commerce of the narrow scas. His first idca
was to make his lairs, as many of the old northern jarly
and vikings had donc before him, in the Channel Islands,
and particularly in the formidable groups of rocks lying
off the Land’s-end, the Isles of Scilly. Nature herself
might have formed thescislands for a pirate hold. Dan-
gerous sunken rocks, an extremecly intricate chammnel,
and a sea unvivalled for swell and violence, prevented the
approach of frigates or other armed \gsscls towards the
centre of the group ; and, as the ruins still visible show,
art had come cllicicutly in aid of nature. At every point
where it seemed pos.ﬂble to eflect a landing, Stood block-
houses and batteries connected with each other by lines
and breast-works of the most formidable character.
On 8t. Mary’s Island, even at that.time the wealthiest
and most populous of the group, these field-works were
bound together by castles of greaf strength aud com-
wmanding position: Old Town Castle, a strong pile in the
days of Leland ; Star Castle, with its diteh and ramparfs,
built by Sir John Godolphin in Elizabeth’s reign; and
the Giant’s Castle, standing on the crest of a bold and
rugged cliff. Some of {he islets werce extremely fertile ;
corn grow in abundance on many of them, and they were
" all well stocked with rabbits, eranes, swans, herons, and
sea-fowl. Into this convenient hold Rupert poured men,
money and warlike stores. To eusurc his force against
tho risk of capture by sudden assault,—for the Dutch
were anxious to possess so couvenicnt 4 port, and their
fajpous Admiral, Tromp, had beeu scen hovering about
“under suspicious circumstances,—he gave the command,
civil and military, to the gullant Sir John Gremille, .
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nephew of Sir Richard Grenville, Blake’s old antagonist
at Taunton. The islanders, children of the sun aud sca,
willingly joined iun the attempt to convert their home
into an important magazine and naval station. Aund to
render the extraordinary combination of matural aund
artificial defences perfect, two thousand picked men were
landed as a garrison, aided by a multitude of Cavalier
gentry, whose private fortunes had been wasted in the
war.

‘When cruising in the South Channel, before the
approach of Blake’s squadron had driven him to Kiusale,
Pupert had carried the fruits of his terrible industry
into this pirato Lold. The store-houses on’these rocks
were filled with the captured merchandise ot all natious;
but the chicf articles stored up were silks, corn, wine,
oil, timber,"and the prcuous metals, While in Ireland,
nppaleutly engaged in tho work of co-operating with the
Mavquis of Ormonde in the royal cause, he had been
occupied with tho task of streng.hening this position.
On the 3rd of March he sent to Sir John Grenville from
that country as miich corn, salt, iron and steel a8 the
ships could stow. Iis project of starting as a corseir
on a large scale was not disguised. In April he wroto to
Grenville ou the subject nearest his heart :—* You will
receive,” he says, “if these ships come safe, such pro-
visions as we can sphire herc, and also some men, which
I was feign to send out of my dwn regiment. They arc
all armed, and havo somo [arms] to spare. The officers
have formerly served his Mujesty. You may trust them.
I doubt not erc long to see Scilly a second Venico. 1t
will be for our security and benefit; for if the worst
come to the worst, it is but going to Scilly with this flees,
where, after a littloswhile, we may get the King a gqod
subsistence ; amr, 1 believe, we shall mako a shift to live
in spite of all factions.”
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The exiled family and their chief adherents secm to
have entertained no scruples about this system of free-
booting. On hearing of a new capture, Charles writes
from the Ilague to his cousin: “ Having alu.ady dis-
bursed tor the flect a considerable part of those moneys
which wo intended for own support and maintenance,
and being now totally destitute of means to pay the
debts of our dear brother, the Duke of York, and our
own, and to provido for the subsistence of ourselves
and famnily, we are no ways able to discharge the debts
contracted at Ielvoetsluys for the flect ; and we intend,
therefore, to provide for the satisfaction thercof out of
the proceeds of the goods in the ship lately tuken, if it
prove good prize.”— Charles drew on the corsair prince
ag on a bank; and when Ruperb could no louger meet
tho demand made on him by his royal cousins’out of the
stolen property at hand, he had recourse to the goods
and chattels laid up for future usc i his stronghold at
Seilly. Prog, a merchant, who had .discounted a bill of
50002 drawn by Charles on Rupert, arrived at Kinsale
to ask for his money; but being dissaisfied with tho
pu/es offered to him in liquidation of his claim, the
prinee gave him 533/, in gold and silver, and an order on
Sir John Grenville, at Secilly, for 10,004 bs. weight of
Ardasse silk, as an cquivalent for the remaining 44677,
In this way the business of the exiled court was donc.
Men who had formerly Deen coloncls of regiments be-
came captains of frigates ; those who could find no vesscl
to command, repaired to Scilly, Jorsey, or Guernsey, to
share in the defence or join predatory partigs as volun-
tcors; so that when St. Mary’s Island fell at last into
Blake's hands, he found as many colonels and captains
in phe forts and castles as would havv syfficed to officer
a large army.  The court busied itself daily with thesc
piracies, Instead of concerning itself with the afluirs of
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nations, with the inirigues at Madrid, London and
Versailles, the royal Council beeame engrossed with price-
lists, trade speculations, and rates of exchange. Gossip
from Amsterdam was received with more cagerness than
gossip from Paris.  The gravity with which the old states-
men of the Stuarts discussed the market value of hides,
sugar, silk, and timber, was excessively ludicrous. Claren-
don, Cottington, and the most reputable members of the
party sanctioned this course of life,—accepting from neces-
sity that which the Bohemian Princes had adopted from
love of adventure and lawlessness of spirit. Nor was
(harles averse to share the disgrace as well ag the profil.
Carteret, his deputy-governor of Jerscy and Guernsey,
fitted oul a fleet of ten light and fast-sailing frigates,
cach carrying eight or ten guns, for the purposcs of
piracy, with his consent, if not by his orders,—and this
gallant freebooter hrought in and sold numerous prizes
in the ports of Jer=cy, while Charles himself was present
on the island. )

In one of his letiers to Charles, Prince Rupert gives
some account of' hi$ lawless adventures during his flight
from Kinsale:—“ Some forty lecagues [rom shore,” he
says, “it happened that in the night, by a mistake of a
light, all our flect [five vessels] except Sir Johu Menues's
[ship] lost me. Two days after we made early in the
morning seven ships to windward. 'We gave chasc to
them, and they to us, which proved to be our flect:
Marshall being come in with a prize, and my brother
having taken another, made up the scven. At night,
being moonlight, .ve mado two great ships and a small
vessel, which we immediately chased. In the morning
the Black Lady, tho Black Knight, tho Scott, and the
Mary overtook thom. The small ketch bore up right
before the wind) and the Black Knight gave chasc, bul
in vain. The other two being proved English, did not
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alter their course.  Our small ships fell to work, which
Jasted from seven in the morning until ten, about which
time their admiral’s main-top-sail-yard and main-sail were
shot by the board, which stopped her way until my ship
came up, to which she struck without a shot of ours:
after which the other yiclded also. These prizes béing
considerable, and being fearful of some disaster, having
near threc hundred prize-men aboard us, it was gene-
rally thought fit to secure and sell them with the first
convenience to do, which no place was thought more
convenient nor safe than Lisbon.” - The goods captured
in these vessels Le sold to the Portugucse merchants for
30,000.; the vessels themselves he fitted out as men-of-
war. Blake’s vigilance and activity never allowed him
to return to the Channel Islands ; but it cost the country
much blood and much treasurc before they were reduced
10 obedience. )

‘When the news arrived in England that Rupert had
quitted Belleisle on a mnew piratical oxpedition, the
Council of State hastened the preparation of another
fleet to go in pursuit of him. The Ifairfax, then on the
stocks at Deptford, was rapidly finished. Penun was
called in haste fromn St. George’s Chanucl, the war being
almost at an end in Ireland, and was appointed Viee-
admiral of the Straits. . The new fleel for tho south
consisted of cight of the best and fleetest sailers in the
navy, commanded by some of the most cminent captains
of the age. The flag-ship, Fairfax, Viec-admiral Penn,
carried 52 guus and 250 men; the Centurion, Captain,
afterwards tho famous Admiral Sir John Lawson; the
Adventure, Captain Andrew Ball; the Yoresight, Cap-
tain, afterwards Admiral Howett; the Pelican, Captain,
afterwards Admiral Sir Joseph Jordan; the Assurance,
¢aftain Benjamin Blake, younger brother of ihe, Admni-
ral; and the Nonsueh, Captain Mildinay, were all frigates
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of 36 guns and 150 men each. The other vesscl, the
Star, Captain Sandars, carried 22 guns and 80 men. On
. the heels of this squadron, a fourth flect, consisting of
the Triumph, Tiger, Angel, Bonadventure, Trades-increase,
Lion, and Hopeful Luke,—carrying in the whole 1226
mewu and 270 guns—was sent out under the command of
Vice-admiral Iall, for the special purpose of acting as
convoy for the protection of English merchants in the
waters of Southern Nurope. By these squadrons new
and enlarged powers were carried out to Blake. Hitherio
he had been reguired fo forward all his prizes to England
for condemnation and sale; he was now desired 1o deal
with his prizes as he thought best for the service, send-
ing them homne or sclling them in foreign ports, and
using the money so obtained to revictual and refit his
ships as occasion might scem to him to requive. 1lis
commission was rencwed for an indefinite term 3 and all
the naval power of England in those scas, with the single
exceplion of 1iall’s convoy squad.on, was placed at his
absolute disposal. This mighty and irresponsiblo power
was wielded by Blake with a wisdom, energy, and success
which received unqualified admiration in England, sud
extorted applause from the most rancorous of our
enemics abroad. Ile had no instructions to coutrol his
movements. Translated out of the mere forms of office,
the language of ihie Council of State to their great Com-
mander was briefly this:—TUphold the interests and the
honour of England; pursue, caplure, or destroy its re-
volted fleet ; protect its trade and its citizens abroad ;
overawe its rivals a1d false friends; harass and humble
its avowed ‘encmics! In the execution of his task he
was bound by no forms of law, The Commonwealth
knew that the rulers of the continent ‘were not its
friends; for altnough war had not been declared i
words, the courts of France, Spain, Holland, Tuscany,
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and Portugal, had all favoured the royal fugitives, or
pronounced their hatred and disdain of the English
people and their Parlinment by acts of hostility. The
cld ties of amity, the old treaties®of commerce which
bound England to the nations of Europe, were all broken
and abrogated by recent ¢vents; and not knowing wifen
or from what quarter a blow might be struck at its peaco
and honour, it behoved the-man who went abroad as the
representative of his country, to treat with the suspected
powers boldly, proudly, energetically, with words of peace
on his lips, but with his hand always on.the hilt of his
sword. .

After their expulsion from the Tagus, the crews of the
revolted fleet were beginming a new life.  As adversity
gathered round him, Rupert grew reckless. Even a
semblance of legality nd longer seemed to b needful.
“ Misfortune being now mno novelty to us,” says the
manuseript memoir found among his gapers, “we plough
the sea for a subsistence ; and being'destitute of a port,
we 1ake the confines of the Mediterranean Sea for our
harbour: poverty and despair being edmpanions, and
rovenge our guide.” In this spirit the Royalists sailed
from Lisbon. Coasting the shores of Andalusia, they
fell in with the Malaga fleet during o dark night, and
any sail being now regarded as good prize, they fired into
them, and captured two ships. Under cover of night the
others escaped, followed by the Second Charles which
vessel, missing tho signal for retreat, parted company,
and was for scveral days given up as Jost. Rupert stood
in for Malaga, intending to enter that roadstend by night
and surprise the ships lying out of port. “With this de--
sign the frigate Ilenry was sent forward with instructions
to jake up, as if by accident, a posilion between the
vesscls and the molo, so that when th8 Prirew fell on
them in the night it might provent them from retreating
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into the harbour. But some of the Henry’s men deserted
when the frigate anchored off ihe mole; and as these
deserters informed the Spaniards of the intended night
attack, a signal from*the batterics warned the ships of
their danger, and they stood safely in while it was yet
brdad day. Yinding his plan defeated, Rupert adopted-
a {riendly tone towards the citizens. Not able to drive
him away by foree, they in their turn tried to soothe his
disappointment by the empty honours of a royal salute.
As nothing conld be got by staying there, the flect sailed
for Veles-Malaga, highcr up the coast, where they had
heard that some English merchant-ships were lying in
sccurity under the protcetion of a friendly power. On
hearing of the appearance of the Bohemian corsair on
the coasts of Andalusia, the governor of Veles-Malaga
despatched-a courier to Madrid for instructions how to
act should the Prince make any hostile demonstiration in
his district; but on the plea that this messenger had not
returned when Rupert arrvived, he refused to interfere,
and six Efglish ships were fired and burnt by him under
the guns of the Spanish batteries!

Blake was out at sca, waiting the arrival of a sup ply
of stores sent by the Council ot State, when intelligenee
of this atrocity, commitied in a friendly port, reached
him, Having already serious causes of complaint agamst
the Spanish court, he wasted no time in communieating
with the English Admiralty. Leaving orders for Admi-
ral Perm to cruise about the mouth of the Guadalquiver,
and watch the line of coast between Cadiz and Gibraltar
he at once turned his bows towards the rocky enirance
of the Mediterrancan, and passed the Straits with all his
{lcet;, bcmg the first English Admiral who had ventured
into those remotoe avd celcbmtcd watérs sinde the time of
the Crusades. Tue chase again became close and exeiting:-
Rupert had sailed from Malaga, no onc knew whither.
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At Motril and at Capo de Gata, Blake could pick up
only vague and contradictory rumours. At Capo Palos,
near Carthagena, the revolted ships had last been scen in
the midst of a tremendous squall; when, fortunately for
their personal safety, the two princes separated fyom
their companions and ran out to sca. As the storm
abated, they descried a Leghorn tirader, and the corsair
instinet being strong within them, gave chase, following
her to the Barbary shore, where she was at last overtaken
and captured. The remainder of the revolted ships ran
into Carthagena for shelter; and as sdon as the foul
weather cleared a little, the Tnglish flect was seen ridiifg
hefore the harbour, cutting oft' every hope of eseape.
Blake sent a messenger to inform the governor of the
town that enemies to the Comnronwealth of Eugland had
taken refuge in that port; that he, as Adm:m], carried
instructions from Parliament to pursue and destroy them ;
and that, the two nations being thei? at peace, he hoped
to be allowed to exceute his orders without ingerference.
The answer to these demands was not safisfactory. The
governor pretended he could see no difference bebween
onc Englishman and another; he said he had nothing to
do with their private quarrels; and he concluded by
stating his determination to protect every one flying to
his harbour who was not a declared enemy of his royal
master.  Spain had not yet leathed to comprehend
the genius of the young Republie.  While professing
herself ready to acknowledge the new order of things,
she maintained a haughty and suspicious reserve of her
real sentiments. Willing enough to sce England on
doubtful terms with her own enemies, the Dutch and
Purluguese—not much offended, in consequence of the
lute King's behaviour towards the Tnf'mta, at the dis«
nsters of the royal house, the court of ‘\Iadnd neverthe-

Jess, nssumed a right to suspend judgment on the course
K
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of cventa—to hold out a hand to e¢ither party as it might
suit its pleasnre or policy—and when oceasion served to
treat both Roundheads and Royalists with indifferenco
and disdain. Nor was this proud caprice the only thing
which Blake found written in his book of wrongs. Farly
in “the year Anthony Ascham had been sent by tho
Council of Stale as their ambassador to Madrid. A
snitable residence mot being ready for him when he
arrived, he repaired to an hotel with his servants and
Baptista Riva.his interpreter. Clarendon and Cottington
were then in Madrid prosceuting a hopeless suit in favour
of their master; and on hearing that Ascham was on the
road from Cadiz, where he had received hospitality from
the people, the two lords protested in bitter and indig-
nant terms to Don Louis de 1laro against his reception
at court ; hnd even hinted that, in their opinion, it would
not be safe for him to appear in Madrid, Whether the
Royalist lords were guilty of more than a wicked sugges.
tion to thur scrvants is a point involved in mystery;
what is qmto certain is the fact Lhat Henry Progress,
one of their persodal attendants, and five other ucedy
Cavaliers, went to Ascham’s hotel the day after- his
arrival, and finding him alono with Riva at dinucr, rushed
in upon the two men, crying—Welcome, gallants! wel-
come! In a moment they both fell on the floor picreed
with many wounds. < This atrocious deed, done in broad
dny, on the sacred person of an ambassador, in the centre
of a great city, and under the eye of the court, raised a
storm of indignation not only in Spain and England but
all over Europe. Clarendon and Cottington were sus-
pected of f)emg privy to the murder; and Don Lonis
gave them to understand that if the enmged populaco of
London should retuliste on his ambassador there, the
King would hold them responsible for the shedding of
mnqcent blood. A special agent was sent to depreeate
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the wrath of Parliament, and a great parade was made
of prosecuting the assassins, But Progress, the man
whoso confession was of greatest consequence, was kept
secreted in the Venectian embassy ; the other scoundrels,
though murderers could not lawfully plead privilege of
sanctuary, were allowed to remain in a church to which
they ran recking with blood; and after somo time the
pricsts organised a scheme for their escape, which they
all effected except Sparks, who was taken in the act and
executed. These events made it absolutely necessary for
Blake to show a strong hand at Carthagewa. Disdaining
to notice the governor’s pretended ignorance of the state
of things in England, he bore down ,on the revolters,
mastered 1he Rocbuck, set fire to another ship, and drove
the remainder oir shore utterly disabled. The guns,
tackle, furniture, stored and ammunition weie saved by
tho crews, and after some negotiation these were de-
livered up by the Spaniards to the Admiral’s agent.

With the cvatlon of the Reformation and the b\vallow

the two vessels in which the prinees sailed, and the Mar-

maduke, their recent prize, the wholesof the revolted flect

was now caplured and destroyed; and that corsair
power, only a few days ago an object of terror to the
pacific traders of all nations, was reduce! {0 so mere a
wreck that it sccmed impossible for it cver again to
Decome an clement in the European waters.

Not to leave a remnant behind him, Blake endea-
voured to gain some intelligenco of Rupert ; aund, put on
a {ulse scent, either by dosm'n or otherwise, he steered
for Majorca, expecting to fmd him lurking about the
ports of that island. But the two brothers, ’ﬁ,elmg that
the game was nearly up,—for three vessels would be
ungble to attack werchant convoys yith certain success,
-and from the position of royal corsairs faking war on a
grand scale against all flags and flects, they had now
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become petty plunderers of unarmed vessels,—stood
across for Toulon, where they had reason to expect a
friendly reception from the omnipotent Cardinal Riche-
lieu, that statesman being for the moment on bad terms
with the Commonwealth. A sudden storm, however,
scparated the Reformation from its two fellows ; Maurice
rode, with his prize, into the great road of Toulon, where
he was quietly allowed to sell her cargo; Rupert was
driven by bad weather to the cast, as far as Sicily, in
which island he was-compelled to remain part of the
winter, entirely uncertain as to his brother’s fate. At
length, however, he reached Toulon, whither he was
quickly followed, by the English squadron. Blake
instantly sent into the town to protest against the
honours and succours granted in-a friendly port to
fugitives from justice and encmies to the English Par-
liament. This remonsirance producing no eftect, the
Admiral deelared {hat he should consider the permitted
sale in that port of a eargo of Tinglish goods, piratically
scized, as an hostile act; and that unless Chevalier
Paul, the French Admiral then commanding in the road,
undertook to drive the corsairs from his harhour and
restore their plunder to its lawful owners, he should
hold himsclf free to make reprisals on the comnmerce of
France. The Chevalicr tried 1o avoid the necessity for
such destructive measures, by hastening the departure
of his dangerous guests, 'With his assistance they
refitted and preparcd for sea, when seizing a favourable
opportunity, they escaped from the roadstead, and passed
through the Baler~ic Islands.

Penn was left to destroy the pirates; ho chased them
from port to port, without falling in with them. Brokon in
spirits and in fortune, they made their way to the West
Indies, where they lived by plundering the commeree of*
Spain and England ; and were now and then heard of in
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Europe for soveral years after through the tale of some
hapless merchant returning from the New World beg-
gared by their depredations. At length the two brothers
parted company in a tropical storm. Maurice was never
heard of again: but Rupert lived to invent pinchbeek,
and to enjoy the amenitics of the Restoration.

Nothing is more curious in the history of those times
than the way in which Blake cxercised the tremendous
pawers entrusted to him by the Council of State. Men
of office and ancient routine were startled by his bold
and open poliey, so far removed from tho old turns and
tricks of diplomacy. 1Ilis logic was brief and simple: jn
face of any event he asked himself but, one question—Ls
this for the honour and interest of Fngland ?  "Whatever
the answer, that scttled the question. If it appeared to
him clear that the thing ought o be done, & was done.
There was no looking right or left, backward or forward,
to antccedents or consequences. Rortugal and Spain
had refused either to do justice or, to give him formal
permission Lo exccute justice for himself; caring little
for their offended majesty and pride, hé had taken the
matter into his own hands, and had taught them that the
younk Commonwealth of England would not be cheated,
like an old and decrepit monarchy, with lying laws aud
treachcrous formalities. I'rance had now roused his ire,
and powerful as that country was wder the great Cardi-
nal’s sway, it soon felt the inconvenience of the reprisaly
which he never threatened in vain.  DMonths before the
affair of the Marmaduke at Toulon, there had been some
slight bickering between the two navies.  James, Duke
of York, had issued from the llague a number of blank
commissions to be filled up by his agents with the names
ofy persons able aud willing to fitsout privateers and

*larass the consts and commerce of Effglan i, all goods
taken by them being declured beforghand ‘luwful prey. -
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Under the sanction of thesc commissions, men who cared
nothing for Roundheads or Cavalicrs, Republies or
Monarchies, chartercd-fleet sailers, and manning them
powerfully, roved about the narrow scas in search of
plunder. Somo of their prizes had been carried into
Brost and avre; and speedy justice not being obtained
for this wrong from the Court of Versailles, Parlinment
in its turn had issued letters of marque against French
vessels. Xacept in a single case, where he found.n
French man-of-war lying in wait.for English merchants,
Blako had hitherto scrupulously avoided every appear-
awce of an intention to carry out his free instructions;
but after the authoritics at Toulon had openly reecived
the revolters, he felt himsclf bound to rctaliate on
every occasion that should offer itsclf. On his voyage
homeward,‘ he captured four I'rench prizes,-—one of
them a fine frigate of forty guns, the combat with which
reads like an episodc in an ancient romance. Mecting
the Frenchman in the Straits, Blake signalled for the
captain to come_on board his ﬂarr-slnp, rmd he, consi-
dering the visit oné of friendship and ceremony, there
being no declared war hetween the two nations, readily
nnswered the invitation. The Admiral, when he entered
his cabin, told him he was a prisoner; and asked him
if ie would give up his sword. Astounded ab such a
demand, the Frenchfhan boldly answered—No! Blake
felt that an unfair advantage had been gained as the
captain probably knew nothing of the Toulon affair or of
the English threat of reprizals; and scorning to make a
brave officcy the vietim of a mistake, he told him he
might go back to his ship, if he wished, and fight it out
as long as he was able. The captain thanked him for
his handsome offer 4nd retired. After two hours’ hard
fighting he struck his flag, and being brought once
more ot board the dlag-ship, like a true Freneh knight
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he made a low bow, kissed his sword affectionately and
delivered it to his conqueror.,

After an absence of twenty months, during which he
had completely dispersed and destroyed thie revolters,
rebuked the pride of Portugal, read a significant lesson
Lo Spuin and France, freed the southern and great mid-
land seas from privateers, and left a salutary dread of
tho young Commonwealth on the shores of Barbary and
among the naval powers of ltaly, Blake returned to
England.  For the first time during centurics the flcets
of Vegicc and Genoa had found themselves in the
immediate neighbonrhood of an English power; and
though the name of Blgke had not yet grown into the
word of {error it became in those distant parts a fow
years later, the rights and the honour of Englishmen
began to be respecteld from the date of las first me-
morable cruise in the Mediterrancan.  Applause and
more substantial rewards awaited him at home. The
Council of State made him a Warden of the Cinque
Ports.  TParliament recorded its si)ccial thanks in his
favour and voted him a donation of+a thousand pounds.
The whole country rang with the renown of a man
who had revived the traditional glories of the English
navy and exereised so perilous a power with unequalled
wisdom, resolution and success.

Blake had little time allowed hiw for repose.  Though
the strength of the corsair Prince had been broken,

.the hold which he had built for himself at Scilly, not
only held out against the power of Parliament, but the
desperate men whom ho hiad thrown into it continued to
harass peaceful traders. The reduction of this group of
rocks, together with the islands of Gruernsey and Jersey,
figmly held by the brave and cntenprising Carterct, was

“the naval work laid out by the CounciPfor the year 1651.
Fears were entertained of Dutch interference; Van
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Tromp, the oldest scaman of the naval Republic, was at
gea with o mighty fleet and suspicious instructions. Par-
liament suspected him of a design against the islands, for
which the depredations of tho corsairs would have sup-
plicd some sort of excuse, and they sent ambassadors to
the States General to demand eaplanations. At the same
time they prepared to reduce ihe islands and seatter the
pirates, and to remove all pretext for the intervention of
/an Tromp. The former colleagues were again named
Generals of the Ilect ; and in April Blake and Ascuc
{hreatened 6. Mary’s, the largest of the Scilly group
and the residence of the governor. On receiving the
ustal summons to surrender, Sir John Grenville replied
in the tone of a wan prepared¥o impose rather than
submit to conditions. 1Ie said he was willing to euter
into a treaty ; but he spoke of having a large foree al his
disposal, not ouly suflicient to maintain the islands, but
to restore the exile to the throne of his fathers.
Despising this bontbast, Blake scleeted cight hundred
men, under the command of Captain Morris, to land at
the back of Tregeo, an island lying against St. Mary’s,
and of all the Scilly group the next fo it in size and
military importance. A garrison of ncarly a thousand
men, posted behind a Jine of breastworks, opposed thix
attewpt ; but the Roundheads threw themselves into the
water, waded to shore, and as soon as the first com-
pany could form, advanced pike in hand to assault the
entrenched positions.” The cavaliers fought gallantly,
disputing the ground with pike aud pistol after their
ficld-artillery had failed. But having obtained a lodg-
ment*in theoutset, Morris held Lis conquest stoutly,
and when night put an end to the contest the garrison
withdrew to their boats and passed over to 8t. Mary’s,
leaving Blake in .pos'session of their works, arms, anll .
some prisoncrs. At daybreak the Roundheads pushed
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. forward, passed the ridges of high ground, and came
" down the south elopes of the island, when one of the
most picturesque and striking scenes in Europe burst on
their sight. 1In front, girt with rugged rocks and
green islets, rose the wealthy and populous island of
St. Mary’s, crowned with ramparts and castles. #ec-
low lay the narrow roadstead, shut in by iunume-
rable rocks and points of land like a beautiful alpine
lake, in which the pirate pinnaces and caravals were
moored.  As the light of morning fell on green meadow
and rugged peak, on busy town and ghining water,
the beauty of the scene appcaled to the sternest
heart.  Little time, however, had the Roundheads to
spend in admiring wonder. Their clilef soon fixed on
a jutting point of ground, somewhat in advance of the
regular lines for a batttry, which, when finislsed, would,
sweep St. Mary’s harbour and roadstead, aud prevent the
arrival of reliet from Jerscy or the harhours of Normandy.
Lirected almost as soon as it was yflanned, this battery
heeame a source of deep annoyance to the garrison. Gren-
villo’s position was indeed growing critical.  Besides the
population, itself lavger than the natural means of supply,
more than siateen hundred mén were crowded together
on the little islet 3 and as all chanee of free communiea-
tion with their friends on the Continent was for the
moment cut off, the Cavaliers sawe themselves reduced
cither to submit to a Dblockade, cerlain to end in their
destruction, or by a bold and combined etfort to dislodge
the enemy from Tresco, and again open the passage of
the madin roadstcad. The latter, however, seemed a.
desperato adventure. Blake had landed a donsiderable
force at Tresco and encamped them, as the remains of
lings and mud-huts still show, on g low unecek of land
diiemg the harbour ; and nothing less titn a battle and
decisive victory could have cnabled the Cavaliers to
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regain the position they had so hastily abandoned.
Meanwhile, sceing that his batteries produced little or
no cftect on the castles at that distance, Blake adopted a
hold and unexpected resolution. IIe brought his frigates
through the intvicate and dangerous channels, planted
thém in the roadstend under the ecastle guns, and pre-
pared to fight a regular battle of artillery between land and
‘sea. This feat has been achicved so often in later times,
that it is not casy now to cstimate the daring which it
then implied.  Up to that day it had been considered a
fundamental maxim in marine warfare that a ship conld
not attack a castle or other strong fortification with any
hope of success. Dlake was the first to perceive and
demonstrate the fallacy of this maxim; and the experi-
ment, afterwards repeated by him in the more brilliant
_attacks or* Porto Ferino and Santa Cruz, was first tried
at the siege of St. Mary’s.  With great labour he got
somic of his lighten frigates through the rocks and shoals
of that intricate chinnel, and n.oored them in the road,
—when a furious cannonade began from the eastle, still
more fiercely dAnswered by broadsides, and raged until
dark. Daybreak saw this contest of cannon recommenced :
but the battle was decided in favour of the frigates. A
practicable breach being made in the castle wall, the
command for an assault was given by Blake, when Gren-
ville, very mmch changed in his opinion as o the impreg-
nable strength of the pirate hold, sent to beg a padley,
which ended in an engagement on his part to surrender
the islands, garrisons, stores, arms, ammunition, standards,
-nd all other im lements and materials of war, on eon-
dition that the ]wes of the officers, roldiers, and volun-
teers should be spared ; the common soldicrs and sailors
being allowed to enter the nation’s service, and éhe

ntlélgen seut fo London to await tho final decision of
gtrlnmcnt in {their favour. Thesc terms were thought
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fallen party began to look up to Blake as the most
friendly or the most lenient of their conquerors. To
prevent the garrison from giving cause of alarm, he scut
part of the men into Ireland and the rest to Scotland, to
be there incorporated with the armies of the Common-
wealth.  Sir John Grenville and the corsair gentlemen
taken with him, arms in hand, were put on board Sir
George Ascue's squadron and carried into Plymouth
sound. Acting in the spirvit of Blake’s articles, Parlia-
ment treated Sir Johu Grenville with extreme leniency.
lle was even permitted to enjoy his forfeited famity
estates  wjthout molestation.  For ,some years his
turbulent soul, rebnked by a eause equally strong
and magnanimous, remgined quiet; but afier the death
of Cromwell he again appeared on the ‘stage and”
played a eonspicuous part in the drama of the Resto-
ration. .°

The Scilly Islands clearcd of their. lawless occupants,
Blake turned his attention to Jerscy and Guernsey,
the only remaining strongholds ofthe corsair power.
Carterct commanded as deputy for Lord Jermyn.
Carterct, a gallant officer, who had served in the royal
navy while the navy was yet called royal, and had
received and refused the appointment of Viee-Admi-
ral nmder the Earl of Warwick, was one of the ablest
generals and stanchest Cavaliers whom Blake had to
cncounter by land or sca; and his prolonged defence
of these islands, especially that of Jersey, which he con-
ducted in person, though in the end it was unsuccessful,
covered his name with glory—and after the restoration
of tho Stuarts, when he became co-proprietor of an
Amcrican province, Charles insisted oy calling it New
“Jersey, in honour of his famous exploit. Tue sphere of
duty which devolved on Ifim at Jersey was exactly suited
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to his capacitics. Daring as Rupert himself, but cautious
as he was Drave, his piratical adventures were conducted
with forcthought, gallantry and success. For more than
two years his name had been a terror to the London
merchants, and the council-board at Westmiunster was
kept in a flutler of fear and rage by the letters which
arrived almost weekly with accounts of the discomfiture
aud loss sufiered by vessels carrying the national flag ab
the hands of this terrible freebooter. Whitelocke's
journal throws jets of light on the scene of these disasters,
while Blake wa. chasing Rupert in the south of Europe.
For instance :—QOn Feb. 21, 1650, “Ictters that several
merchantmen have been taken oun the western coast by
Jersey pirates; ” Feb. 26, ¢ letters that two Dutchmen
laded with salt came to anchor within half a league of
Dartmoutlt Castle, and that presently two Jersey pirates
came up with them, cut their cables and carried them
away.” The gunners in the castle fired on the bold
marauders, but without effect. Success made them still
more daring, and the complaints laid before the Council
became more frequint and more vchement. March 1,

“letters of Jerscy pirates very bold on the western
coast ;" March 6, “ letters of scveral ships taken by the
Jersey pirates; ” Mar. 15, “of the want of frigates on
the western scas to keep in the Jersey pivates;”
March 17, “ of the Jersey pirates taking several merchant-
ships, and none of the Parliament frigates to help them ;
Maréh 19, “letters of the piracics committed by those
of Jersey.”” A few of the more respectable inhabitants
of Jerscy had sirmly resented the loss of character
brouglit upon their island by these piracies. La Cloche,
an (,loquonl, divine, denounced the thief from the pulpit ;

declared that Jersoy had become a mest of pivates, a
sccond Dunkirk, aud proposed an appeal to the king
against the acts of his disreputable friends. Carteret
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threw the pre"chcr into gnol and would have hung him
liad he found a decent pretext..

Even after the appearance of Blake and Ascuc off the
Scilly Islands, Carteret, etill confident in his own re-
sources and sccure in o fortress which since the days of
Rollo had never beon assailed with suceess, continued
his destructive warfaro on commerce. IIo had, indeed,
no choice. Upwards of four thousand men, the remains
of veleran armies and sea-roving adventurers, thronged

- the two litéle islands. 1Je was bound to feed them, and
it was desirable to keep the more daring spirits employed
at sca. Of Jersey itself he had no fears. Its position
was strong by nature, and had been renered yet stronger
by art. Storms rarely ceasc in that part of the English
Channel. Sunken rocks, lying necar the surface, not
only render the navigation exiremely dan%erous fore
large vesscls, even with good pilots, but cause violent
currents, cross currents, and eataracts at every ebb and
flow of tide. Nature itself seemed, to have fashioned
the coast of Jersev, rocky, steep, and broken, as the
ramparts of a vast and impregnable fortress. Skilful en-
gineers had added Elizabeth Castle, Mount Orgucil and
Cornet Castle to the natural defences. Elizabeth Castle,
built ou a bold and isolated reck in Si. Aubin’s Bay,
facing St. Heliers, the chief town in Jersey, and about
a mile from the mainland, was at that time consideréd
one of the sirongest military positions in the world.
This fortress, the key of his defensive operations, Sir
George Carteret commanded in person. Mount Orgueil
he entrusted to Sir Philip Carteret : and Cognet Castle,
in Guernsey, to_Colonel Burgess. While the sea was
yet open to the nmmudcrs, they sent prossing entreaties
1o Jord Jermyn and to the royal miles for immediate
sticcour :—and in this position the Cavaliers awaited the
Rouudhead squadron.
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‘While the expedition against these islands was fitting
out at Plymouth under his personal dircctions, Blake
cmployed a few stolen moments in visiting the naval
stations on the coast, in strongthening weak points, in re-
distributing the naval force, in stimulating the energy of
his‘colleagues and in rectifying legions of abuses. His
flag-ship, the Victory, flew about the Chamnel. One day
its bright pennon was streaming in the Downs, the next
day it was found at Spithcad or in Plymouth Sound.
Where work was to be done, apathy aroused, encrgy
increased, there was tho Vietory and its indomitablo
Admiral. The tardy routine of the Navy Commission was
the high rock agajnst which his resistless will rolled with
the least effcct.  Weck after week he urged this body to
proceed with greater rapidily and resolution. The Seilly
Tsles reductd, these officials saw no reason for maintaining
a foree at the Land’s End; but Blake told them it was
necessary to keep several powerful vessels ab that point ;
to send a frigate to watch the Islg of Man and check the
Irish marauders who continned to infest St. Georgo's
Channel ; and to stdtion a regular garrison on St. Mary’s
Island. When he quitted the Scilly lslands for Ply-
mouth, he left a favourite officer, Colonel Beunett, in
command of the Commonwealth forees there; aud whilo
tho Scotch army remained in England ho kept up a re-
gular correspondencs with him, considering that station
ns one of very great importance. Much of this corre-
spondence is now lost; but the following brief noto,
relating to land as well as to sea events, has escaped the
commen donm,

¢ Plymouth, August 26th, 1651,

“Yesterday I wrotc unto the Com® of the Militin,
which T believe you have partaken of,—1low that nc-
cording to the intelligence I have received the enemy
was possessed of Worcester. By the pacquet this morn-
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ing, I am informed that the encmy bended his eourso
towards that place, but to prevent him coming there
was a considerable force put into it. He is at a stand,
knowing not where to go, and his forces mutinous in
respect of their tedious murches. It hath pleased God
to take out of this life my partner, Col. Popham, who
dicd of a fever in the Downs, by reason whercof I be-
lieve my stay will not be long here. I have no more at
present but to renew my desire that an eye may be had
upon the disaffected.”

In the depdts and dockyards the abuses against which
he had to strugele were of the most formidable kind,
l\lauy of the ships were not sca-worfly. The stoves,
provisions and warlike materials wereyery deficient ; and
the scamen’s wages were often in arrear.  Blake com-
pelled the authorities in’ London to listen 1o cumpl.untr'
and from the extracts of letlers written by various cap-
tains of vessels which he submiticd to their conside-

ration, it is still possiple to gathew somo idea of the
extreme poverty of means with which he had to per-
form his wondrous exploits. An ex ample or two will
suflice for this purpose: Captain Pearce, ho says, wril-
ing from Londonderry on the 27th of August of this
year, “ complains that the fleets on that coast generally
stand in great need of victualy, desires speedy supplies
thereof, otherwise must greatly suflct; goes to half allow-
ance, drinks water; hath but seven days’ provisions,
most of it stinks; bulter and cheese not edible.” Cap-
tain Vessey, of the Truelove, writing from Liverpool in
tho same month, complains, he says, that “4he frigate
wanis all manner of stores ; stands in groat need of trim-
ming ; is very, leaky; when she bears up hath a foot of
water above the ceiling; hath been o nineteen months;

9.

her men in great necd of pay to provide clothes for
winter.,” This was very*much the state of the fleet
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throughout. A letter written by Blake to the Commis-
sioners at their office on Tower Hill, from Plymouth
on the 28th of August, proves his minule attention
to every thing connected with the welfare of his men,
and exhibits one of the abuses—the plan of paying
all the scamen’s wages in London—wlich for a long
time resisted all the influence brought to bear on it hy
the reformer.—* Gentlemen,” ihis lctter runs, “there
hath Deen this summer divers mariners prest in this
and other western ports into the States’ ships; and, in
respect their hubitations are so far distant from London,
many of them have, upon the going in of the ships they
served in, been discharged here; and one Mr., Edward
Pattison of this town, out of charity hath paid them
thelr tickets, they being poor people and not able to
wok after it alone. This man acquaints me that for
some tickets, notwithstanding he hath been without his
money a good whil>, he is in danger to lose it through
delay. I know ngb what the rgason is, but 1 believo
what he did was merely to relieve and case the poor
men. I thercfore ‘make it my desire to you that you
will give orders for the payment of such tickeis as
he hath or shall present unto you, they agreeing both
in cntries and discharges with the muster-books, and
thereby Mr. Pattison not put to unnecessary attend-
ance. Therein you will not only oblige him but also
your affectionate friend, Robert Blake.”

The rectification of abuses, and the political nneer-
taintics which arose for a moment through the Scotch
invasion of Eugland, detained the fleet at Plymouth
severnl months. Meanwhile Carteret maintained his
reputation as a daring and successful cruiser. Undaunied
by the fall of Sir John Grenville at Scilly, hie swept ,the
sca from Land’s End to Portland Reach, and the Couneil
had still the mortification to receive the letters which
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Whitelocke has briefly reported:~=April 17, 1651,
“letters of the Jersey pirates taking two barques laden
in sight of Portland;” April 21, “of more prizes taken
by the Jersey pirates, and of Captain Bennett’s fighting
two of them four hours;’ July 14, “that five English
vessels were taken by boats from Jersey, carrying four
or five guns a piecc;”” July 18, “letters of iwo prizes
taken by a Jersey frigate of eight guns, twenty-four
oars and cighty men, and that there were twelve of those
frigates belonging to Jersey;™ August 7, “letters of
much damage done by the Jersey piratds;” September
27, ¢« lcttcrs of the Jersey pirates doing much mischicf
on the western coast.”

By the middle of October the Pll“'llah flect was almosb
ready for sca. Blake hoisted his flag in t]u, Happy
Entrance, a 101ty-1our gun-ship, Captain John Copyim
The battle of Worcestecr had put an end to embar-
rassments on land, and lefi the peavers that ruled in
‘Westminster time to ﬂnnk of suchymatters as national
hopour and the sccurity of trade. Tuaking Colonel
Haynes and his regiment on board, together mth two
other regiments of foot, and four troops of horse, Blako
sailed from Plymouth sound; and on the 20th of Octo-
ber, after suffering from a terrible storm, which scattered
and slightly damaged many of his slips, he obfained a
precarious anchorage in St. Ouew's Bay on the west
side of Jersey. The sca broke furiously on the rocky
shore, and a heavy rain added to the difliculty of making
observations. But the officers of the IInppy Entranco
could sec that the const was alive with defgnders, horse
and foot, men active, courageous and well-disciplined.

After a Yrief rest, Blake ordercd his boats to be
lowered at threo in the morning, but the waves broke

*too grandly in thelr front to permit a’landing. When

day dawned, a second attempt was made, but without
L
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success, Cartereb had only to look on and sce Lis enemy
bafled by tho elements. The boats put oft) filled with
armed marines, dismounted troopers and their horses,
bodies of infantry with their pikes and matchlocks; but
the sea rose Lefore them like a vast rampart, and one or
two Dboats which ventured into the raging surf, were
oversct in an instant. Blake resolved to try the effect
of a canmonade. The ships being gol into position, tho
canunoncers began to play, and iheir fire was quickly
answered from several little forts and redoubts in the
bay, as well as from twenty-four brass field-picees at-
tached to the militia service.  Ju the fury of the moment
some of the frigates ran close enough for the men on
bourd to use their muskets, and many Cavaliers rushed
into the water in the eagerness of their zeal; but as a
cannonade ‘of four hours’ dlu'atlon, in which tho Round-
head guimers spared ucither powder nor shot, produced
no apparent cffect en the garrison, the fleet drew off to
a more sheltered pogition in St. Brelard’s Bay, about a
league distant, where the Admiral made a new dispo-
gition of his power. '

Onc squadron was sent back to St. Ouen’s Bay;
another was ordered to iake up a strong position in St.
Aubin's Bay, over against St. Hcliers, and ready. to act
nguinst Elizabeth Castle. Other ships were commanded
to cruiso off the coast of St. Clements, threatening cvery
hour to make a descent ; and a further division was sent
to Grouville Bay, on the cxtreme cast of the island, to
operate against Mount Orgucil Castle. These move-
ments perpl¢xed .he defenders, and Cartoret was obliged
to detach a part of his forces to wait on and watch each
squadron. Blake himself remained in the, 1lappy En-
trance at anchor in 8, Brelard’s Bay, and the chief force
of the Royalists’ encamped on the risiug grounds, ready

“to'resist the Roundheads showld they aitemut to land.
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A little after midnight, thongh a thin rain was still
falling, the moon broke out for a few minutes, and by
her pale light Carteret saw that a large body of foot was
being lowered from the ships into flat-bottomed boats
brought from Plymouth for that service,—in all, ten
batalions of four thousand men. A Drisk fire was
opened on them from two small batteries erected in
favourable positions on the shore, and *mounted with
excellent ordnance.  The ITappy Entrance replied with
Ler broadsides, and other of the Roundhead ships joined
in the eanmonade.  But cither in consequence of the
discovery of their inlention, or becanse the tremendolis
swell of the sca prevented the noweessary measures
being taken, the attempt to land that night was aban.
doned. 'When the baftalicus rcturned to their ships,

. . ——
now orders were given out. A squadron of nineteen sail
was left in St. Brelard’s Bay to occupy the attention of
the ennp, while Blake, with the remajiting body, returned
to his former position in St. Ouen’s Bay, where he had
found more sea-rovm, and had now resolved to effect Lis
purpose of throwing Colonel 1laynes and his troops on
shore. Sir Gcorge Carteret left the dragoons and his
own company of fusilicrs, supported by four companies
of militia, to wateh the nineteen ships and frigates, and
started with the infantre on a harassing night-march
along the beach ; keeping the fleet ih view as well as he
could in the uncertain light of early morning. Blake’s
policy was to wear out the men by constant marches,
alarms and canmonades.  Bvery moment some of the
fleeteguns thundercd at tho shore, or at tle exposed
column ; and many times during the long march Carteret
had to halt and bring his artillery into position and
retwen the fire,  Nor could he gain a sjngle moment’s
fepose for his harassed comrades during the day. ln-
stead of pulling up his fi¢et in the centre of the bay, .
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as was expected, Blake held on his course, making for
Lotac, the cxtreme northern point of land, and thither
Carterct was compelled to follow him. Bul as soon as
the ghips were all come up in front of that headland, the
captpins were signalled to tack about and veturn to the
southern point, La Frouque, five or six miles distant.
Caricret could no longer keep his mon togcther. They
had Deen under arms three days and two nignts, during
which time rain had fallen without infiermission; they
had made several marches and counter-marches over bad
roads and brokeén ground; wnd they had stoud the fieree
tltough intermittent fire Irom the eney’s ships. Al
sunsct he allowed them to depart for the neighbouring
villages in se rch of refreshment and repo. o5 he himasel?,
with a few dragoons, done remaining on the boach, along
“which, however, he "ad all the camp-fires Jighted.  The
weather changed in the night.  The rain ceused. the
wind died away, aad the swell of the sea alafed; hut
not a star was nglblc, no moon arose to tell the 1ale
of preparation; for years, the pitchy de ‘s o Lue
sky that night was' recollected as an cmer HF diaster,
The fires n]ong the shore appeared Lo warn the  iinal
that his endeavour to throw Haynes’ vegime:  on
shore at that point would he attended with other -
culties than a thre.bening sea and a rochy ast coa
dark night. Yt aothing could cheek his avorme So
long familiar with suceess, he despised obstacles; and
towards the close of the civil war even the Roundhead
soldiers had learned o feel thut conlempt for Cavalicr
prowess, which at an ealier period the Cavaliers had
affected to feel for the valour of tailors and serving-men.
At eleven o’clock at night, the boats were again lowered,
and by a dcapemfs and gallant cffort were run ashore.
Holding their ‘arms above their heads, thy men Teapt
into 'the surf, many of them ug to the nvck in water, and
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pushed for land.  'While struggling to obtain firm footing,
and to frec themselves from the returning surges, Car-
teret’s horse rode down furiously with the hope of
forcing them back inlo the sea; but, forming his men in
the dark nidnight, 1laynes led them to the charge, and,
after a conll.t of half-an-hour, he drove the Cavalier
horse from 1. icld, and pursued them inland more
than a mil-

Early next marning, [Taynes marched against a fort
near his halting-place, but found it abandoned.  Several
pieces of rannon and some colours fell*into his hands,
Lul no enemy ajpear~d to dispute his advance. During
that day an”'  » vt day othey forts and mili-
tary positions o taken vithowt a blow; and in
three days the whe e island, witl ‘he exeeplion of
Mount Orgucil and Ziabuh Castle, had Surrendercs”
Finding it uscless to contend - the open field with his
dispiritc {roops against  ihe  vicborious Roundheads,
Jueeeres withdrew his envire foroa,into Mount Orgueil
andi U0 2t e wuich last place he had a reasonable
ospet o ‘daininy against cviry assault.  Money,
guns, 4 w.don, slores, oud provisions for ecight
wmon-ha had been eavefully piled up there in antieipation
of the siege which now threatened it.  t'ut ofl’ from the
mamland and surrounded by rocks and scas, commanding
the 1siand though not ec mmanded Sy it, Elizabeth Castle
wax considered an impregnable fortress. The nearest
point of Tand on which a fort could be rvaised against it
was more than three-fourths of a mile distant, and the
sunken rocks lay so near the surface all vound, that a
frigate or man-of-war conld not approach it within
several furlongs. 'With plenty of men and an occasional
supply of provisions from France} Carteret hoped to

“"hold thix rock umtil a change. of Torture came to
hus royal master; and into this fortress the chiefs of the
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Cavalier geniry, the clergy of the island, and a picked
garrison retired at the approach of the Roundheads.
Haynes and his viclorious troops took possession of
8t Teliers.

Having alrcady Dattered down a strong forl at Sf.
Mary’s Island, Blake belicved he could also damage
Flizabeth Castle from his fleet 5 and therefore sending
Colonel Hayneseto invest Mount Orgueil by land, he
himsclf earried his frigiles into S6. \ubin’s Bay, and
planting them as near the fortifications as the pilot could
find sea-room, hi: opened a tremendous fire on its old
walls, The garrison answered with a loud caunecuade.
But at the very gutset of this furious atiack, an acei-
dental shot from the ITappy Xintrance produced a
disastroas moral eflect on the defenders. A cannon-ball
<szzzk the Nttlo church on the rock, splintered the stones
and killed soveral persons; at which Lady Carterot was
s0 alarmed that sho earncstly entreated her husband to
mako terms with the Admirai before the island was
blown to pieces. The commander was himself firm ; but
80 many persons, male and female, pestered him with
their fears, that he was forced to send away his Lest
beats with them that very night to Trance. Neither
Lady Cartoret nor the ladics and gentlemen who accom-
panied her in her hasty flight could have been of much
uso in the defence. But secing ithese persons going on
board under cover of the dark night, a part of the regular
garrison, equally desirous of saving their lives, made
an attempt to get off; and all who were taken in the
act of iryipg {» csecape were hanged as deserters.
Still further to dispirit the defendors, Mount Orgueil,
surrendercd after a fortnight's siego :—8Sir Philip Car-
teret obtaining from' Blake the promiso of an ammosty
and act of oblivion for himself and his comrades in arms,
a promise which was in duc time confirmed 1o them
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by Parliament. Twenty brass and iron guns, as many
barrels of powder, a thousand stand of arms, and two
months’ provisions for seventy men, were the spoils of
the victors. The land forces were then moved to a hill
near St. Icliers and opposite the Castle. But the
ordinary ficld-artillery was uscless at so vast a ringe,
and Blako bad to scnd to Plymouth for mortars
of greater calibre. Irom these morlars a succession
of missiles were {hrown into the castle; many of the
houses were knocked down and multitudes were killed
by the exploding grenades; but, without one word of
cncouragewent from his master, one message of hape
from Lord Jermyn, Carteret gallantly held his little
rock for two whole months, though ot a terrific sacri-
fice of human life. At last a magazine of stores was
blown up and cighty bilicers and men wers burieduia.
tho ruivs. This crowning calamity induced him to
hoist a white flag, and after a parlgy, to surrender on
condition of being taken, with sich officers as chosc
to go, and landed safely at St. Maloes, on the coast of
Normandy. The garrison had been réduced to three
hundred aund cighty men. A greal park of artillery, and
stores of powder, shot, bread, beer, beef, salt, wine and
brandy, were found in the remaining mazazines, After
these signal successes, Cornet Castle, in Guernsey, sur-
rendered without a blow,—and tly Inglish seas were
at lnst cleared of every enemy to the Commonwealth of
England. °

For this important service Blake reccived the special
thanks of Parliament, as did also Colonel Iaynes. A
public thanksgiving was ordered for theso victories and
for the conquest of Limerick, which city had been
taken about ‘the same time. The election of members
for tho Council of State being about® to 1ake plaoce,
_Blake was nominated by, Parliament, in & full House,



152 ROBERT BLAKF.

one of that suprcme body. His hands were already
full. He was a Commissioner for scquestraling tho
Estates of Somerset Delinquents—a Commissioner for
purging the Ministry of improper persons —a (‘om-
missioner of the Navy and Admiralty—a member of the
Ilouse of Commons—and a member of the Council of
State, And now, as if these offices implicd no cares
and dutics, he was appointed, in the probable event of
a fierce and sanguinary war with llolland, sole General-
at-Sca for the ensuing year.

But tbis accemulation of officos and honours did not
prevent the great seaman from looking with care and
courtesy to the interest of his humblest companions in
glory. Ilis lctters at this as at every other time exhibit
his characteristic kindness of heart, showing the utmost
Zeadiness €2 hear complaints and to rectify gricvances.
One of his carliest snggestions to the Navy-Commis-
sioners, after the reduction of the Channel Islands left
them at leisure to think of abuses al home, was a
strong recommendation for them to adopt the plan of
paying the scainen’s wages in the port in which they
were discharged, and as soon as they came on shore ; so
as neither to give them the trouble of walking to
London nor keep them waiting several days at Ports.
mouth or Plymouth, in idlencss, at great expense, and
at a distance from a]l the salutary influences of family
and home. His regard for minor and individual eases
of distress was illustrated by numerous special appli-
cations to the Commissioners. Every sufferer found a
zcalous adv'ocatn in his Admiral. And although abuses
of many kinds continucd to prevail at the Admiralty
Offico and in the dock-yards, defying every eflort of
the courageous reformer, there is reason to supposc
that when Blake pleaded the cause of his own seamen,
he generally obtained justice for the applicanis.
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CIIAPTER VL
THE DUTCIF WAR.

A crgrisnep dream of the English Republicans hgd
been the idea of forming the United Provinees of
Ilolland and the new insular Commonwealth into onc
mighty Protestant stale. The Dutch were the greatest
naval power in the wobld. The sca seemed to be theix.
native element,—and iheir flects of war and commerce
were knawn in every port, from the farthest cast to tho
remotest west.  Their colonial empire was only inferior
in extent to that of Spam while their wealth, energy,
and valour, gave promise of an indeffnite expansion.
England possessed a larger home territory, better har-
bours, and a finer geographical position. Its population
was morc numerous; its marilime resources were
scarcely inferior; and its land forces, after putting
down the proudest chivalry of Lurope, were no longer
to be compared with the mercenary troops of Italy and
the Empirve. "A confederation of the two Common-
wealths would, therefore, have produced a vast and
powerful Republie, capable, should the nged arise, of
resisting all the crowns of the Continent. Such a
confederation would have been able to dictate peace to
pogrers like France and Spain. It.would have secured
.the ascendancy of Protestant ideas an® a lihcral policy
in the north and west,of Europe; and would have
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furmnished a ground from which knowledge and free
institutions might have contended against the igno-
rance, higotry and despotism which in modern times
have found their strongholds in the east and south.
But this splendid conceplion was opposed by commercial
jealdusics and dynastic interests.  William, second Prince
of Orange of that name, had married in the days of
Stuart rule, a danghter of Charles I.; so that in addition
to his princely antipathy to commonwealths, he was urged
to thwart the idea of such an alliance by the powerful
motive of a possible suceession for his wife and children
ta tho English throne. IIe was popular with the lower
classes of ]us countrymen; and so long as he lived, the
two Protestaut states remained on bad terms.  1le
refused to extend to the Parlinment’s agents ihe ordi-
»w protestion of the Dutch laws. Dorislaus, its first
envoy, was murdercd at the Tlague by followers of
Montrose. Strickland, who succeeded to the perilous
office, suflered daily insults in the public streets. Yct
no redress could be obtained. Recent prosperity, a
career of vietofy wurclieved by cheek, had raised the
pride of Holland to the highest. Within a fow ycars
the renowned Admirals of tho Republic had humbled
the power of Spain, punished the insolence of Dunkirk,
compelled the Prince of Salee and the Deys of Tunis
and Algiers- to sue+for peace, and mado the Sultan
of Tez and Morocco tremble on his distant throne.
r such successes, nothing seemed to them beyond

the reach of their ambition; and many of their people,
led by the,Oranje party, werc anxious for a rupturo
with England at the moment of its supposed exhauvstion,
belicwing thut in a few wecka they could wrest {rom
: gpin but fiercely disputed right to be consxdu"d
e 58 of the niirrow seas '
" But the Princo of Orauge died somewhat suddenly,
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, leaving the heir to his honours and passions yct unborn;
and the democratic party, comprising nearly all that ywas
liberal and enlightened in Iolland, seized the oppor-
tunity to abolish the oflico of Stadtholder and restors
the pure form of repuhllcan government.  Their success
encouraged the English leaders to believe that oven if
their idea of a confederation could not be realised, a
closo alliance, offeusive and defeusive, might be formed
betweon the two states,  Oliver 8t. John was sent over
ay nmbassador to the States-Genernl Lo proposc a treaty
of trade and fricndship. 1lis receptiont was at frst
cordinl and flattering; but the negotintions went on
slowly and weertainly.  After a long consideration of
the hnglish proposals, their igh Mightinesses offered
a cotinter project. 'Debntm interviows, and written ex-
planations multiplied ; time woro on; and at Yength ®i*
John found that his leave of absence had expired. IIxs
pride was hurt at thesc deln)ﬂ The cxile conrt wa
still at the llague; and in nddltlov to his 111-succoss
with the States-General, he was subject to frequent out-
rages from the Cavaliers. The Dutth, on their side,
wero angry with Parliament for having fixed o day for
his return, faneying it intended as a savecasm or a
mennce. Probably the true cause of the delay was a
desire on the part of 1lolland not to commit herself to
the new Commonwenlth nrtil the résult of the Scotch
invasion should bo scen :—St. John answered their com.
plaints in haughty language, and took his leave, war -
hetween the two countries alrendy raging in his heart.
As soon as the battle of Worcester had putran end to
doubt, as to tho stability of the nmew- Commonwealth,
Duteh statesmen saw their mistake, In turn the States-
(iengral sent envoys to assuage the wmth of Parliament,
anil endoavour to resume the negot,mhons at the point
where they had been broken. Byt new cnuses ol
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offence were in the way, and the terms once rejected
coyld no longer be obtained. Some English merchants,
in consequence of complaints made to the Council of
State of their losses by Dutch privateers, had received
letters of marque against the ships of that nation; and
in a short time more than cighty prizes had been secured
in the ports of our east coast. A more scrious obstacle
to negotiation had arisen in the Navigalion Act. Tho
Dutch were a nation of traders. Their whale, cod, and
herring fisheries oceupicd a great number of vessels ; but
the largest and best part of their commereial navy was
employed in the carrying trade. Amsterdam and Rot-
terdam were the cxchanges of Lurope; and the ship-
owners of these wealthy ports made their fortunes by
transporting the produce of art and nature from one ¢oun-
sby; to andiher. Under the Stuart«, England had neglected
this important branch of naval industry ; but the Navi-
gation Act, in declaring that no goods, the produce of
Asia, Africa, or America, shou’d be imporied into Eng-
land except in vesscls cither belonging to subjects of the
Commonwealth, or to the countries from which the
goods were imported, put an end, so fur ‘as these
islands, with all their colonics, connexions and depen-
dencies were concerned, to that lucrative and fruitful
branch of Dutch enterprise. The first praycr of the
new ambassador, therefore, was that this severc law
should be repealed, or if not rcpealed at once, that its
action should be suspended during the progress of negoti-
ation, But while urging this point in the name of peace,
they were, care”1l to hint before the Council of State
that they were then fitting out a powerful flect for the
protection of their trade. Parliament took the hint as
a menace, and replied by ordering its captains to gxact
all those hondurs to the red cross which had been
claimed by England in the narrow scas from the Saxon



ROBERT BLAKE, 157

* times. The ovder raised new troubles. Commodore
Young, falling in with a Dutch fleet rcturning from
Genon, sent 1o request the Admiral of the convoy to
lower his flag; the latter refused to eomply with a de-
mand so unc\pcctcd and Young poured a broadside
into the ships. A sharp action ensued, and the Duleh-
man was obliged to strike. To revenge the insult to
their colours, the States-General fitted out a fleet of
forty-two sail and placed it under the command of their
renowned Admiral, Tromp, with instructions to use bis
diseretion as to when and how far he woudd insist on the
point of supremacy ; but he was positively required 4o
role on all oceasiony, and at all hazards, attacks on the
traders of the Republic, and to support the dignity of its
flag. Tromp’s genius was well suited to the exccution
of these vague and menacing orders. ’ -

War had not yot been declared, and the ambassadors
were still iv London falking of pesee, when Admiral
Tromp suddenly appeared in the Iwns.  Bourne, sta-
tioned with a squadron of the flect ncar Dover, despatehed
a messenger with the intelligence to Bh]xc,\\ho was then
cruising in the James off’ Rye, in the usual manner of
the summer guard. \u‘apcctmﬂ evil debxgns, Blake in-
stuntly gave his orders, and in a few hours his whole
foree was under sail for the Straits. Next morning he
saw for the first time his celebetied cuemy lying in
Dover roadstead; when he eame within ten or twelve
miles of the nearcst ships, Tromp weighed anchor and
stood out to sea, bub without either lowering his flag
or offering any explanation of this act of defiance. Blake
fired a sigual-gun to call attention to the omission. No
answer was returned. To a second and a third shot
Ttomp replied derisively by a single gun, still keeping
*Lis course, the Dutch flag flying proudly at mast-head.
Over against Calais road,eit was observed by the English
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leet that Tromp fell in with a keteh coming full speed
from llolland, the captain of which evidently brought in-
portant orders, for Tromp veered round and made towards
Blake, his own flag-ship, the Brederode, being in tlic
van, The English oflicers were mystified by these move-
menis. In spite of the presence of the Duleh ambas-
sadors in London, Blake felt a strong impression that
Tromp had reccived instructions to offer battle, and he
lay-to and got his squadron into as good fighting posture
as he found possible on so short a motice.  The Duteh
had a vastly superior {orce. 'Iromp counted forty-two
nten-of-war and frigates. Blake counted filteen. 1fe
had scnt orders for Bourne to juin him with his squadron
of eight ships; but these were not yet in sight, and
possibly wounld not arrive in time for the engagement,
ine disproportion of vessels did not, however, indicate
the true disproportion of foree. As a rule the Linglish
ships were larger than those of Iolland, carrying more
runs and a greater kody of men; bul, on the other hand,
the Duteh ships were manned Dy veleran seamen, while
the great body of men on Doard the English fleet were
raw soldiers sent {rom the (mnp and mmccustoxmd to
the new service,

When the two flects camo within musket-range, Blake,
affecting not to notice the enemy’s menacing attitude,
shot out from his miin body and advameed towards the
Brederode to speak with its commander about the refusal
of honours formerly paid to the English flag. T'romp
sent a broadside into the James and stopped her short.
Blake and soveras of his officers were in the cabin when
this salute Dburst on them, sinashing the glwss, and
damaging tho stern. IIe lifted his cyes from his papers,
and coolly obsorved—* Well, it is not very civil in le
Tromp to take my flag-ship for a brothel, and break my "
windows !""  As he spoke, another broadside rolled from
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ihe decks of the Brederode. Curling his black whiskers
round his fingers, as he always did iy anger, he called his
guners to return the firo, and in a short time the battlo
became general.

The English admirals then in service had not hithgrto
seen maritime warfare on a grand scale, like Tromp and
the ollicers who had served under his orders in the great
contest with Spain; and ounly one of them, Viee-admiral
Penn, had received a regular naval cducation.  When
the Couneil of State appointed Blake to the ®ole com-
mand against Holland, they gave him (%o blank com-
missions, that he might seleet his own viee and reat
adwirals for the ensuing year; and inconjunction with .
Cromwell, he had nmmed Penn and Bourne to theso
important stations. Yenn wenb on board the Triumph,

sixty-cight guns, t'lkmrr voung Robert Blake, fon of fhe

Admiral’s dead br ot]wr 5.11.nwl as his lieutenant ; Bourne
raised his flag on board the Si. Andwuew, of sixty guns.
But not expecting to be assailed while,the Duteh envoys
wero still soliciting peace in London, Peny had got leave
of absence from his ship, and was on a'visit to hisfamily;
so that Blake had to eontend with vastly inferior power
against the greatest nautical genius of the age, without
h.u ing at his side a gingle person of practical knowledge
as a seaman.

At four o’clock the conlcst begau hith a suceession of
broadsides. On the part of Blake at Ilcast, no linc
appears to havo been formed; fleet met fleet and ship
grappled ship as they chanced to fail in each other’s
way. Irom the first onset, ihe James, a fift-gun ship,
carrying 260 men, boro the brunt of the action. The
recollection of Lyme and Taunton, of Scilly and Cartha-
genm fierce as tho fire was, faded beford the terrific work.
More than seventy cannon-bulls were lodged in his hull ;
his masts were blown away; and his rigging was torn
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into strings by the {remendous gunnery of the Dutch.

Iis master, one of the mates, and several other officers
fell, dead or “ounded, at his side. For four hours the
shot of the cnemy flew about and around him without
intermission.  Six men were killed, thirty-five were
desperately wounded, and many more were hurt; but
his crew mainlained the uncqual contest with a hravery
and resolution after his own heart.  As night came
down, their encrgics were roused anew by the thunder of
Bourne’s canuon bursting in the cnemy’s rear. The
sonnd of artillery, booming along the waters, had veached
the rear-guard, consisling of the St. Andrew and seven
other ships, and Bourne immediately crowded sail and
stood out to sca dn hope of sharing in the baitle. Ho
.arrived in the crisis of the engagement, and his 300
‘agditional guns sufficed to turn the scale of victory.

Unable or unwilling to engage this new enemy, Tromp
rclired from the ssene about nine o’clock with the fast-
fading light, leaving, Lis intended surprise and destruction
of the English flect at best a drawn battle. Blake was too
much disabled to tllow, his mizen-mast being shot away,
bis sails, cordage and spars all torn and broken. Io
came to an anchor about four miles off the Ness, and
spent the night in repairs and preparations for the mor-
row. When day dawned the Dutch were not in sight.
Far as his eye could reach, the Channel showed no trace
of an encmy :—and the Commonweulth was once more
lord of the narrow seas. During the fight two Duteh
ships had been boarded and taken. ‘One of them was su
much damuged it ~as feared sho would go down in the
night, and after rifling her holds and cabins the crew
turned her adrift. The other, a ship of thirty guns, was
brought in safely and manned for immediate segyice.
Young Robert"Blake distinguished himself greatly. Tn
the absence of Viecc-admiral, Penn, he commanded the
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Triumph, and cvinced such skill and courage, that on
Penn’s removal Lo the James, he was appointed caplain
of that important vessel. With the onc cxception of
the flag-ship. the fleet had not suflered materially. Owvly
nine men were reported as slain in all the other ships.
Of the Dutch, two hundred and fifty were taken pri-
soners, and nearly as mauy more were said to be killed.
The encounter of two powerful fleets in the midst of
peace, without declaration of war or other previous for-
mality to prepare men’s minds, produced an extraordi-
nary sensation in the iwo countries. In London, the
mob rose, and would have burnt the house of the Duatéh
ambassadors at Chelsca, had not ihe government sent
down a troop of horse. These ambassadors made strenu-
ous efforts to explain the causes of the rencounter. They
declared that Tromp was not the first to begin. THey
accounted for his appearance in the Downs by alleging
siress of weather. They said he was‘abous {o lower his
flag when Blake began to fire; they expressed deep
regret for what had occurred; and urged, with apparent
earnestness, that violent counsels sliould give place to
renéwed attempts at negotintion. Tromp also pretended
that he had not violated the peace; that from first to
last he had merely stood on his defeuce, e declared
that had he chosen to malke usc of his immense supe-
riority of force, he couldd have destroyed tho English
fleet. Pcople received the declaration with contempt.
At last the ambassadors offered to disavow and disgrace
their great Admiral; but the more they pressed their
point, the sterner and more exacting Parlinndnt became.
England, it replied, had suffered insult and wrong; its
duty was therefore to obtain ropm-ation for the past,
sccwrity for tho future. Every day, us war came nearcr,
the States-Cieneral scemed more resolved to Ldhere to a
pacific policy. As a final effort they sent over thoir
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grand pensionary, Pauw, a man whose character and
oflice wero thought likely to give unusual weight to his
overtures ; the dcmnnds of Purlinment rose at every
turn, and after a fruitless attcmpt to negotiate, this
cminent ambassador gave up the vain effort to reconcile
the two powers, and took his leave.

Blake remained master of the Channcl. All rescrve
being thrown away, in consequence of the late engage-
ment, he excrted his power to harass the enemy’s trade,
and to fit out the vessels which had fallen into his hands
for immediate" scrvice.  1lis eruisers brought prizes
intbo port almost daily during the latter part of May
and June. He captured ten merchant-men at one swoop.
One day he received intelligence that a Duteh fleet of
iwenty-six traders, convoyed Dy three men-of-war, was
coriing upy Chaunel j—they were «ll captured, traders
and convoy, and tho latter were immediately manned
and fitted for service. In less than a month, to the
surprise and ecstacy. of the Londoners, he had sent into
the river more than forly rich prizes eaptured in open
sea from their powérful and vigilant enemy. The Duteh
merchants were compelled to abandon the Straits, Their
argosics from the South of Europe and from the Eastern
and Western Indies had to run for safety into French
ports and scnd their cargoes overland at an immense
loss, or to make the tong and dangerous voyage round by
the North of Scotland. This brilliant success inspited
the Council of State with new life. Orders-were given
to strengthen Dover pier. Forty sail wore added by onc
vote to the'fleet. .\t Blake's suggestion six additional
firc-ships were prepared. The seamen’s wages were
raised; and the Vice-admirals of all the maritime stations
from Norfolk to Hﬂmpslure were requested to summon
together all mariners between the ages of fiftecn and
twenty, young, ardent, docile; and engage them in the
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State’s service. Knowing the vast resources and in-
{lexible spirit of the people with whom they were about
to enter into confliet, the Council of State, Blake being
a member, and in all matters connected with the navy its
chief authority, resolved that the eutire fleet should bo
raised to 250 sail and 14 fire-ships. The divisions “were
to be commanded and located as follows :—30 sail were
to go forthwith to the west Channel, ply between Brest
and Scilly, and kecep the sea open towards the south;
20 sail were to go northward, disturb the Dutch fisherics
and capture their Baltic traders; 30 sail were to ride in
the Straits; and the remaining 170 sail and the five-
ships were to keep together und( v Blake’s immediate
orders to oppose and fight the enemy. "These magnificent
ideas were never ruulisml in full :—butl at the end of one
month from the fight’off Dover the cuergedic Admiral
could count with patriotic pride no less than 105 vessels,
carrying 3961 guns, under his flag.s lle was not, how-
ever, equally strong in men. His'comtant cry was—
seamen, soldiers! And the (/omlmssxoners of the Navy
were engaged day and night in dovising means to supply
him with this essential elemcnt of maritime power. Two
regiments of foot were taken on board bodily, and from
that time marines beeame a necessary part of the equip-
ment of our men-of-war.

Meanwhile the Dutch preparatus for the campaign
were made on the grandest seale.  The dockyards of the
Texel, the Maas, and the Zuyder Zee resounded with
the notc of coming strife. Sixty men-of-war, larger in
size and moro perfeet in equipment than bad ever yet
been seen in those northern seas, were commenced.
Convoys not too far away were called back ; merchant-
men of heavy tonnage were pressed !nt«: the service ; the
-ablest seamen found in their ports, irrespective of age or

nationality, were lured into the service by offers of high
- ud
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wages and the hope of plunder and in a fow wecks
their renowned Admiral, ripe in age, honours and expe-
rience, saw himself at the head of 120 sail—a power
more than suflicient in the opinion of every patriotic
Dutchman to sweep the English navy from the face of
the carth. '

The swift and uncxpected opening of the war had
placed the mercantile marine of both mnations, espeeially
in the North Sea, at the merey of privateers and cruising
squadrons. At that period few Bnglish vesscls ventured
to the south of Burope; the distance checked the enter-
priscs of the timid, and the more substantial peril of
Algerine pirates and Salec rovers preveuted ihe brave
from seeking fortunc in waters where the might of
Eugland was little known and still less feared. In the
opiz.ion of these African marauders, Molland was the ouly
naval power of Fwrope. More than once she had chas-
tised their insolence with stern severity; and, as her
traders plour'hcd t{(, southern v-aters in comparative
safety, the spices of the Levant, the silks of ltaly and
the wines of Portugal, were chicfly brought to England
in Dutch bottoms. Baltic commerce, on the contrary,
was chiclly carried in our own ships; and at that very
moment an unusual flect of vessels wero in the Noith
and Baltic Seas, Parliament, in anticipation of war,
having sent out scveral traders to purchase hewp, tar,
aud ship-stores for them in Sweden, Denmark, aud
Pomerania.* These stores were now become of vast
importance. The dockyards wero baro; not a frigate in
the flect was decertly supplicd; and in the face of a
contest which must: occupy months and might extend to
years, it was necessary to send a strong squadron to the
north to collect thcse ships and convoy them safely hosne
with their preciSus cargoes. Other reasons compelled -
Blake’s attention to the squadron of the north. Liver
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since the atrocious action at Amboyna, which wrested
the Spice Islands from our hands, the fleets of ILolland
had gencrally returned from cither east or west by the
long route of the Orkneys, so as to avoid bringing
their freights within view of Dover Castle. One of
these rich argosies was now known to be on the home-
ward voyage, and the Council of State was anxious that
it should be harassed, and if possible cut off. Again,
unable or unwilling to make use of the noble fisheries
that nature has lavished on our coasts, the English of
- the sixtcenth and scventeenih contubies had allowed
their more enterprising ncighbours to reap the hartest
almost unquestioned. A ﬁshcnnm;s life suited the
Dutchman’s coarse and laborious habits, The hulks or
busses engaged in this trade, averaging from three hun-
dred 1o five hundred tons burden, were each® mum®d by
. about a dozen persons; usually the master with his wifo
and children, and about six or cj#ht others, men and
women. On board these herring-hoats, children were
able to earn their own bread from the age of four or five.
The life was rude at best—the wageh were always scanty.
But the people had learned to live on stormy and sterile
scas, to flourish on mud-banks and sandy plains. More
than once our ancestors had tried to establish rival
fisheries, but never with a chance of profit. 'With an
old Saxon chivalry, still found it some portion of the
lower classes, they refused to allow the women to divide
their coarse toils or sharc their daily perils; nor had
they yet learned to look without horror on infant labour,
Free from these seruples, the I'risian found in his baser
nature a commereial advantage against which it was
ruinous to compete. The Dutch f'umly, huddled in a
edrner of the buss, found a part 8 ifs coarse food in
the waters on whlch it excrcised its craft. 'The English
fisherman, who left his wife and children at home, had ,
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to support them ont of the profits of his spoil. Thus
the whole trade fell ir}to Duteh hands; and at the open-
ing of the war between the two countries the boals
engaged in it were counted by thousands. Could the
Dutch make good their claim to fish among the Northern
Tslands ?  This was an open question. They did fish in
those waters.  But while the fact was allowed, the right
wag denied ; and on taking the supreme direction of the
war, Blake was anxious to give practical effect to the
denials of his government. While the squadron was
preparing for sta, information came to hand that the
spring fleet of these herring-busses, consisting of more
than six hundred sail, convoyed by twelve men-of-war,
was on its way home laden with fish, Ifis first idea was
1o send Sir George Ascue to the North, and stay in
perstn to dppose Admiral Tromp; hut as that great
genius of strategy lay still in the Texel, making no sign
of an intention to ‘put to sea, he changed his plan, and
resolved to go in perzon to the North. Sending swift
messengers to the Baltie, to desire all the merchant.
vessels, privale and ‘publie, ready to return home, then
in and about the Sound, to rendezvous at Elsinore, and
there await his arrival,—he went down to Dover,
installed Ascue as his licutenant in the Channel, with
orders to keep a sharp cye on Tromp’s movements, and
set sail in the Resolufion for the North, attended by
magnificent array of sixty ships.

On the 215t of June, Blake fired his parting salute
in Dover road. On the 9th of July letters reached tho
Council of State annuuncing that a gallant fleet, supposed
to bo General Blake’s, had passed in sight of Dunbar,
Two days later, despatches left Westminster in hot hasto,
by mounted courigrs,’to inform him that a sudden chanfo,
had occurred in the enemy’s dispositions,—that as soon
as he was known to bave passed the Frith of Forth the
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Dutch Admiral had quitted his lair,—that he was then
riding with 102 men-of-war and ten firc-ships in the
Downs,—that the whole const was flarmed for its safety,
none knowing where a blow would first be struck,—and
that so far from Ascue being able to afford them any
.protectiofs, he had himself been compelled to run 1der
the guns of Dover Castle. The couriers rode day and
night with urgent letters of reeal ; but before these came
‘into the Admiral’s hands, one of the three great objects
of Blake’s expedition had been accomplished.  Meeting
the great herring-flect off Bockness, his advanced guard of
twenty sail fell furiously on the men-of-war, and after a
gallant contest, prolonged by ihe obstinate valour of the
Dutch against superior numbers for 1hrec hours, sunk
three of the twelve and took the other mine. All the
herring-busses, six Inindred in number, [l intos his
power with their crews and freights. But as these boats
belonged o poor families, whose entige eapital and means
of life they constituted, he took fro:n_l them, on a rough
computation, every tenth herring as a royally, and then
warning the men never to fish again inl the creeks and
islands belonging to the Commonwealth of England
without first obtaining from the Council of State a formal
permission, he sent them home with all their boats and
the remainder of their cargo untouched. This act of
clemency called down severe censuses ou Blake in certain
quarters. Many condemned such gencrosity to an enemy
as Quixotic. ¢ If the fish,” said the politicians, “ wero
of no use to the fleot, he should have thrown them into
the sea.” 'The answer was, “That they svere human
food, and that thousands would suffer, none would gain,
by their dostruction.” Even men like Ludlow blamed
him for not keeping possession of tife poor fellows’ boats.
> A remnant of the Dutch boats escaped int» the Sound,
whither Blake followeds them; but his entrance into
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{hose waters alarmed the Danes along the shore, and
they flew to arms as if to repel an invader of their
country. A letter from the English Admiral to the
King of Denmark put an end to their fears, for he
declared that he had entered the Sound in chase of an
cnery to the Commonwealth, and would refrain from,
every act of hostility on his part. Ile required, however,
that the Dutchmen should be compelled to quit the
asylum which they bad found in Danish harbours. i
Kent was in arms to repel the invader. Seamen
erowded on boavd Aseuc’s squadron with offers of serviee.
The regular militia turned out. Between Deal and
Sandown Castle a long double platform was erected, with -
cannon at intervals to sweep the shore should the Dutch
attempt to land. But these warlike preparations, though
they, cvineqd the national spirit, did less to preserve the
coast from outrage than those elements which-have so
often proved our begt allies in the hour of danger. Calms
kepy the enemy boutid in mid-charnel until the country
had recovered from its first alarm. When the wind
returned, it blew from the land, and with such steady
violence, that with all his skill Tromp was unable to get
near enough for a passing broadside. To the south of
his position, Ascue rode in perfect safety with his small
squadron ; and some fresh ships, preparing to join him
just before the Dutchman’s appearance in the Straits,
were retained in the Thames by a counter order. Tromp,
it is believed, had expected to intercept this reinforce-
ment as it left the river, and then by a sudden onset to
crush Ascue,under -verwhelming cannonades. Success
at these two points wonld have left Blake with about
fifty sail—for he had despatched eight of his best
frigates to strengthen the Downs squadron—againsg a
fleet flushed witlf victory and of thrice his power. But.
the weather having foiled him,in these hopes, the wily
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Dutehman returned with the strong gale then blowing
to the Texel, where a vast fleet of mercbants were im-
patiently waiting to set forth on tAeir voyage under his
protection. Convoying these vessels northward, he saw
the Baltic traders through the Sound, the busses disperse
to their fishing stations, and the Indiamen separate to
pursue their several voyages out of all “danger from
English cruisers,—and then went in search of Blake’s
squadron, confident in his immense superiority of foree,
and not unwilling to put the fortunes of his comntry to
the arbitration of a battle. Since hiserecent victory,
Blake had suffered severely from storms, and his ships
were scattered among the rondsteads of the Orkney
Tslands for repair; but on hearing that his great enemy
had followed him into the North, he hastily prepared for
an encounter.

Towards cvening, on the 5th of August, the flects
came in sight of cach other between Yair Isle and Fould,
almost half-way from the Orkneys t9 the Shetland group.
Smarting under a recollection of former wrongs, both
conﬁdent of success, Tromp trusting+to his naval genius
and superior force, Blake in the Lord of Hosts and the
valour of his men, they eagerly prepared for action. But
the empire of tho seas was decided in favour of a new
claimant. 'Whilst preparations were being made in' the
Resolution to attack the Dutch fleet, the sky gradually
assumed o dark and threatening aspect. The wind,
which had been extremely variable for some days, sud-
denly settled itself north-north-west. In the excitement
of the moment, these sigus were not at first observed ;
but ns the gnle rose, and the sky continued to grow
black and lurid, Blake signalled his ships to look out for
thee coming storm; and leave the enemy to shift for
4hemselves, certain that thero could be®no engagement
that day. At length it bugst :—and the fiercest of mortal
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passions were slilled in a moment before the awful
demonstration.  Titlul gleams of light, now and then
caught through the'storm and darkness, told the com-
manders that another power had undertaken to disperse
and separate their flects. Many of the ships wero soon
unnfanageable.  Rudders were wrested violently off;
sails were torn and twisted into kuoots, and tho waves
went through and through them at every swell, throwing
their white and scething foam into the very sky. The
darkness, danger, and distance from aid and shelter,
filled the cxcitable imaginations of the sailors. ¢ The
fleet,” says the Dutch writer of Cornelfus Tromp, “ being
as it were buried by the sea in tho most horrible abysscs,®
rose out of them only to be tossed up to the clouds; here
the masts were beaten down into the sea, there the deck
was overflowed with the prevailing waves; the tempest
was so much mistress of the ships, they could be governed
no longer, and on~every side appeared all the dreadful
forerunners of a dismeal wreck.” The storm raged throngh
the night without abatement ; and when day came down
on the rolling waters, mstead of tho imperial fleets
which rode so proudly among the rocks and islands a few
hours previous, anxious in their strength and ajesty
to put the freedom of the sea to an hour’s arbitration,—
a remnant of scattered, helpless and damaged ships were
alone descried between land and sky. The Dutch had
suffered terribly. Morc than one of their frigates had
been dashed on the rocks, splintered into fragments, and
cvery soul on board sent down into the foaming surge.
Tromp picked up broken relics of three of his fire-ships ;
—their fato could not be doubted. They had all gone
down. Most of his men-of-war and frigates were con-
siderably damaged,‘and the greater part of his flcet tvas
scattered beyond the possibility of recal. Somo of the
ships found refuge in the harbours of the Shetland group,
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. others fled towards the Norwegian coast. After spend-
ing several days in the vain attempt to collect the
damaged clements of his power, Trdbmp was obliged to
run into Scheveling with a remnant of only forty-two
sail, to his own infinite chagrin and the extreme astonish-
ment of his countrymen at the failure of an enterprlse
so vast and costly. Blake had been fortunate enough to
keep his fleet together under shelter of the mainland of
the Shetland Islands, and although he had not escaped
without serious injury to many ships, he was able to
keep the sca, and hang with his whole body of sixty-two
sail, flect and prizes, on the rear of the disabled Dutelt.
¥inding the enemy disinelined o put jout again from
their harbours, he ravaged and insulted their coasts from
‘Wadden {0 Zealand, and then ran -across to Yarmouth
with his prizes and nine bundred prisoners.

In a few days his standard was again waving in the
Downs from the masts of ithe Resolvtion. Ascue and
De Ruiter had met and drawn a battle, but the spirit of
the States-General seemed to rise with their unexpected
want of suceess, and they prepared dnother large fleet
for service in the Channel under command of the re-
nowned admiral and statesman Do Witt. Tromp had
retired into private life. Clamorous at a reverse in one
long accustomed to {riumph over every foo, a Duteh mob
insulted his age and misfortunc ; antl in o fit of disgust
the veteran laid down his commission. De Ruiter, too,
had been anxious to retire from the responsibilitics of
command. He pleaded his long scrvices, his old age, his
failing health; but his countrymen would *not listen
to his comphints they expressed a boundless confidence
Jin his genius, and urged him to lead them once more as
‘of oM to victory. "When tho new squagiron was ready
for sea; De Witt joined De Ruiter, and took the
suprome command. To oppose this new danger, Blike
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called in the force under Ascue from Plymouth ; and
the two flects—that of England, composed of sixty-
-eight ships of various gunnage—that of Ilolland nearly
cqual to it in number of ships and guns—were once
more in the same scas, and anxious to try their strength
against each other.

An cpisode delayed the battle. Blake was cruising in
the Channel at the beginuing of September, expecting
cvery day to full in with the Dutch admirals, when nows
was brought 1o him that the Duke of Vendome, having
recently encovntered and seattered the fleets of Admiral
the Count d' Oignon, was concentrating war-ships,
frigates, transports, men and military stores on the coast
of Calais and Dieppe, with the design of throwing relicf
into Dunkirk, then hotly pressed by the Spanish forees
umder Archduke Leopold. The defeat of d'Oignon had
left the sea open to the French ; should Vendome throw
men and prisonersg into the private town, it would pro-
bably not fall.  , .

The course of events before Dunkirk gave the Couneil
of State much concern. As yet they had taken no part
in the war between Condé and Mazarin, though the inte-
rests of their commerce had led them to sympathise in
secret with_ the cause upheld by Spain. France leancd,
as of old, to our enemies, the Dutch. Should Dunkirk be
preserved to Louis XIV., it was probable that at no dis-
tant day, it wonld be used by the admirals of Holland
as a basis of operations agninst towns on the coasts of
Essex and Norfolk. How were the English to sccure its
fall? Only by ar:2sting the relief squadron. But then
there had been no formal declaration of war between
France and England. Though the privateers of Brest
and Dunkirk continued their depredations on the mers
chant navy, and though many English cruisers bore -
lotters of marque against French ships, these disorders
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. had not seriously compromised either government with
its neighbour, and a show of fncmlshlp was maintained
Detween London and Versailles. Nor was thero time for
Blake to write a letter to his colleagues of the Council of
State. The transports were on board, the ships undu
way, when hig intelligence came to hand ; and beforo a
.messenger could reach Whitchall, the l'rench fleet would
havo beén salely anchored under the batteries of Dun-
kirk. 1% was one of those cascs in which he was allowed
to act on the impulses of his genius.  He believed it for
the .honour and interest of the Comntonwealth, that
. Dunkirk should fall—and the question was submitted to
a council of war, whether it would be pgssible to destroy,
capture, or disperse the collected fleet ? The council
having advised, Blake stood away in the Resolution, fol-
lowed by the bo\crcmu, and about twenty other sldps.
The Sovereign, then the largest as well as swiftest vesscl
in the navy—carrying eleven hundred men and eighty-
cight guns, of which twenty were torty-four pounders—
led the way, and was the first to engage the enemy. Iis
fire was terrible—the sccond broadsde siuking oue of
the royal frigates—and its key-shot cutting oft the maiu-
masts of five others. As tho frigale was going down,
Blake bore into action with his penuons fiying and trum-
pets sounding; and immediately singling out the Don-
adicu—commanded by one of the *Knights of Malta—
he ran alongside, and boarded ber pike in band. The
rapidity of tho attack, and the instantancous advantages
gained, disconcerted the French; some struck their
colours—somo fled—fiercely pursued by th¢ Sovereign
and the lighter vesscls towards Dunkirk; and in a few
hours the whole body of the ¥rench squndron, war-ships,
five*ships and transports, admirals, oﬂ!cers and men, werc
~vither gone down, or safely harboured under tho guns of
Dover Castle. Dunkirk immediately surrendered to the
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Archduke Leopold: —and the scizure of Vendome’s
squadron remained, not.only an illustration of the extra-
- ordinary powers excreised by Blake at sea, but a striking
instance of bold conception and rapid execution.

These prizes safely harboured, the cruise in scarch of
DeWitt and De Ruiter recommenced.  On the 28th of
September, Penn, still on board the James, came in sight
of the Dutchmen off’ the North Toreland ; on sceing his
gignal, Blake, at that moment more than a league in
advance of his main body, rode up to the vanguard and
gave his brief bul emphatic orders— As soon as some
more of aur fleet comes up, bear in among them ! De
Witt was taken uuawares; his ships were in disorder;
a bad spirit prevailed among the men; and De Ruiter
urged him to avoid a battle. Pride made him deaf to
his sage <ouncillor, and he resdived to fight at a dis-
advantage, rather than exhibit 1o the world the spectacle
of & Dutch admiral in retreat before the presumptuous
islanders. 1lis dispositions were made hastily and in
confusion. De Luiter was to lead the van, he himself
the main body, De Wilde the rear. Evertz was sta-
tioned with a reserve to watch the action from a siorl
distance, and pour out succours when they were most
needed. At the last moment De Witt sent an advice-
boat round to each of his ships to beg the eaptains to
do their duty in their respeclive posts on that day. But
his prayer was not heard. Apathy, intrigue, and dis-
content were on cvery deck. The Brederode, Tromp’s
old flag-ship, was in the flcet, but the officers and wen
refused to allow the new Admiral to come on board her;
and just before the action began, De Wilt’s standard
was removed to a huge Indiaman. Reseniing the
disgrace of their favorite leader, several other ships
disputed the new Admiral's orders, or obeyed them
without the zeal which is essential to victory. Yet
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. unwarned by these signs of disaffection—hoping that
suocess would restore confidence and loyally to his crews
—De Witt laid his topsails to the ntasts and formed his
flcet in line.

About four o’clock in the afternoon, the English being
well up, a single order was given out from the Resolution
—to hold back the firc till close in with ghe enemy,—
and the flag-ship, followed by the James, the Sovereign,
and the whole body of the vanguard, bere down ou De
‘Witt’s line, which kept up an intcrmittent fire as it
advanced. At this moment the Dutch tacked, and the
two flects came into collision. The crash of the finst
broadsides was terrific.  The ships were close together,
and an unusual quantity of shot struck’home. For morc
than an hour the roar of arlillery was incessant. After
that its action slackendd; there were oceasiosal pauses
in the storm; and the Dutch ships shecring oft' to a
greater distance, the sulplnrous atywsphere broke in
many places, and the wind drified it away in masses.
But although the Dutch fell back, thoy\ldl back fighting,
and with their faces to the enemy, and’ with obstumtc

valour they continued the battle until night-fall.
De Witt had suffercd most severely in men, Blake
in masts and rigging. The most expcricenced admirals
in both fleets were of opinion that De Witt could
not have held out an hour longer without sccing his
power broken and amnihilated. De Ruiter had com-
manded his division with consummate skill and bravery.
A great part of his own crew was swept away; his
main-yard had fallen over to the left side; his main-sails,
mizen-sails, and rigging were torn to shreds; his hull
was geriously shattered; and he had recewed no less
tham four shots between wind and water. De Witt had
-atoned in a great measure for his rashhess in fighting,
by his courage and conducé during the action. Neverthe-
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less, the Duteh were unmistakably worsted. Under the
first shock of the onsct, two of their ships went-down.
Two others had becn boarded and taken; onc of them,
the rear-admiral, was the prize of Captain Mildmay of
the Nonsueh. The two captains and all the crews were
prisoners. Throughout the Dutch flect the loss of life
had been greet.  And to the infinite vexation of De Witt,
about twenty of his captains, cither disaflected to his
person or unwilling to renew on the morrow so destruc-
tive an engagement, took advantage of the dark night
to quit the maén body with the ships under their com-
mand and make for Zcaland, whither they cuariied the
tirst news of the disaster.

All night Blake saw the lights burning in the enemy’s
ships, and assuming thalt they would fight again al
dayhreak,.cvery hand on board the English fleet was
employed in repairing sails, masts and cordage —in
sccuring the prisoners—in helping and soothing tho
wounded sailors—and in the sad and pious duties con-
nected with the- durial of the dead. The grey light
dawned on the sleeplesy crews still at their labours, and
before sunrise the whole fleet was in motion bearing up
towards the cnemy. At first the Dutch scemed disposed
to rencw the bloody work of the previous day ; but before
the English van had got within range of cannon-shos, a
change of opinion took place, and they made sail and stood
up the Channel. De Witt had wished to fight. But
Evertz and De Ruiter over-ruled his voice in the council
of war, whers it was resolved that an attempt should be
made to coliect t":e shattered and scattered remnants of .
their fleet; to gain one of their own ports and com-
municate with their masters; to repair, refit, and re-inan
their ships; and then await the commands of the Staves-
General. Blake kept as close on their rear as the dis-
abled state ot his ships wouldgllow ; and having.chased
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them into the Goree, where the shallows yiclded them
protcction, he returned the insults offered to our coasts
by Tromp in the carly part of sumfer,

Reporbs of the battle of the North Foreland were
read in London with boundless joy. It was the first
great naval action since the reign of Elizabeth; and
indced there was room for honest cxi¥ation. The
prowess of England had now been arrayed against the
best seamen and the most famous admirals in the
world, and the English had come off victorious. At the
first trial of strength, they had proved themselves
equal to the acknowledged masters of maritime war,
Hitherto Tromp, Everts, and De Rulter had been
regarded by Burope as peerless, if not invincible, com-
manders. Yect an English land-officer, with only threec
years’ experience of the sca, had learned to contend 4vith
these renowned admirals on equal terms ; rough soldiers,
drafted {rom ihe camp, had, in the jame period, ceased
to foar the veteran sailors who had’ swept tho 1mpenal
navies of Sp'xux from the ocean. Blrﬁ‘ce was rising into
the first name in our naval history. « Tis southem cam-
paign, made while his genius was still unaided by ex-
perience, had placed Lim in gencral estimation by the
side of Drake and Frobisher, IIis drawn Dbattle with
"Tromp, his victory over De Ruiter and Do Witt, raised
him into the highest rank of admirals.

Parliament shared the liberal enthusiasm of the people.
With o premature contempt of” their powerful enemy,
they commanded Blake to dismiss a part of his fleet
to the merchant service from which it had*been taken;
they allowed the fortifications erected between Deal
and Sandown to be destroyed; and they ordered the
gims planted on the line of breastworks to be removed
into the two castles. At Blake’s modt urycnt request

they ordered thirty new; frigates to be built; but in
N
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their minds the victory was already won, for the moment
all was confidence and security. The Council of Stato
began a diligent stully of the Mare Clausum, Selden’s
learned book on the right of England to assert her
dominion in the narrow scas, and to exclude the Dutch
from ‘any participation in the advantages of the northern
fisheries. They had the book translated into Tnglish ;
and questions which had tested the learning of men like
" Grotins and Selden were rapturously debated in taverns,
and trinmphantly settled in the council. Vendome's
complaints were treated by the Council of State with
harghty indifference, They fancied their power was
fixed in the Channel for ever. They had not yet learned
to understand the genius of their enemy or tho magni-
tude of his resources.
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CITAPTER VIIL
TROMP.

De Wrrr's return to Iolland with a discomfited
flcet was the signal for disorders in that country. His
enemics of the Orange party charged *him with rashness,
cowardice and treason. The common sailors, turbulent
and disobedient before 1he engagement, cisried dbheir
dislike to the verge of mutiny after their defeat. On the
flag-ship itself, De Witl’s position avas most disagree-
able, even if his life were not in danger. Before going

on board in the Texel he had been eofhpelled by a decent
regard for naval discipline o hang two of his seamen in
Amsterdam, and at the execution he had been wuder the
still more unfortunate necessity of shooting several citi-
zens to prevent a rescue in the streets.  Iu his day of
power and of untried fortunes these acts of severity wero
borne in silent rage; hut when he returned from sea
with broken power and faded laurels, the popular pas.
sions swelled against him like the surges of their own
stormy const. In Flushing ho was mobbed as soon as
he landed ; and his proud heart almost Droke at the
insult, In anger and disgust, he took to a sick bed.
De Ruiter shared in some measure the unpopularity of
hi® chicf, and he also offered to resign his commission.
The hour of alarm and general indidnatioi—for the

Dulch bad so often tr:iunphul over cvery cnemy ab
N2
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sea, they conld not understand their reverses, except
on the principle of gross misconduct,—sent the incon-
siderate peoplo to the fect of their old commander.
They now remembered, that if Tronp’s success in the
early part of the war had not been such as their impa-
tience had expected, he had npot suffercd a signal
defeat; if heshad lost a po“crful squadron, they had
tho consolation to feel that mature and not man had
been the cause of its overthrow. 'When the failure of
his rivals allowed them time to estimate his claims
with less haster and less passion, they could not but
seo that his reputation as a sailor still towered above
that of every other man in Holland ; while, on the other
land, personal hatred and the memory of an aucient
grudge fitted him in a peculiar manncr for tho chief
command ¥. a war against Ingland.

At ten years old, Tromp was present in his father’s
ship at the famous batile fought against Spain under
the walls of Gibraltar in 160%. Shortly after that
cvent, he was captuu,d by an English cruiser after
a brisk engagement in which his father lost his life.
Two years and a half he was compelled to scrve in the
menial capacity of cabin-boy on board the captor :—
and thus the sceds of hatred to England and the English
were sown in his proud and passionate heart, Once
planted, this hatred grew with his growth. For a long
time his life was pissed on board fishing-boats and
merchant-men ; but his nautical genius was irresistible,
and he fought his way through legions of obstacles to
high command. .t thirty he was confessedly tho ablest
navigator in Tlolland. More than twenty years he
had commanded with success against Spain,—and had
done more than any other individual o humble the
pride and reduce’ the power of that extensive empire.
The disastrous opening of the Inglish war scarcely
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impeached his naval genius ; and the insult offered to his
former success in stripping him of his great employments
because nature had raised a dedbructive storm in the
northern latitudes, &ppeared to the States-General gra-
tuitous and unworthy as soon as they discovered that his
future services were necessary to the Republic. The old
Admiral’s passion was soothed by compltwents and royal
offices. The King of Denmark, alarmed at the sudden
growth of the English maritime power, made intcrest
with the leading Dutch statesmen, with a view to pro-
mote a vigorous rcnewal of hostilities ; "and at his special
intercession Tromp was restored to his former post*and
his former honours, the most cmingnt of his rivals in
naval ability and domestic influence, De Witt, De Ruiter,
Evertz and Floritz, being appointed to serve under him
as his Viec and Rear-Admirals. De Wil®, tov® much
mortified at his recent failure to have any wish to
re-appear on ihe scemc in an ingerior place, excused
himself from serving on the ground of ill-health; De
Ruiter thercfore again went on Doged as second in
command. :

Other nations became interested in the quarrels of
the two Republics, The war had barely commenced
before the States-General sent ambassadors to Denmark,
Poland and other powers in the north of Turope, to
engage ithem in a counmon ledgue against England.
Frederick 1IL., King of Denmark and Norway, listencd
to these proposals ; and though he did not as yet chooso
to commit himself by an opon acknowledgment of his
leanings, ho sought by indircet and unéxplained acts
to forward the views of his powerful continental friends.
Under pretence of sccuring them against Dutch cruisers, -
Prederick refused to allow the sllips which Blake had
ordered to rendezvous at Elsinore to pass the Sound :—
an idle pretence, since gthe English were at that timo_
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masters al sca. As the hemp, tar and naval stores from
the Baltic were urgently needed in the dockyards,
Parliameut wrote to King Lrederick desiring him, as a
friend and ally of the Commonwe#th, to deliver up to
their Admiral all the goods and ships then lying in his
ports ¢ and at the request of the Council of State, Blake
detached Capain Ball with twenty men-of-war and
frigates to add force to this reasonable request, and in the
event of its receiving favourable attention to convoy the
ships home in safcty. After an absence of some weeks,
Ball returned as‘he went out. Pressed to declare itself,
the-Court of Denmark vamped up a story about some
old debts contracted by tho lale King of England on
account of the German war, and claimed a right to
detain the vesstls until these debts were paid. The
cxpected supply of stores was therefore not obtained,—
and the Commonwealth had a new enemy to deal with
in the north of Eurepe.

The term for which Blake had been commissioned to
act as sole Generat and Admiral of the Fleet was near
its cloge, 1le felt the weight of his great command, and
he requested that two colleagues should be joined with
him in the command as in the first years of his naval
scrvice. During his absence in ihe north he had seen
the disadvantago of leaving the Downs to an inierior
oflicer, however able; &nd in the belief that such a divi-
gion of the supreme command would be scrviceable Lo
the country, he set aside persomal considerations and
proposed to liave two officers, enjoying the full confi-
denco of the'Council of State, associated with him in
the new commission. Popham being dead, the choiee of
aduirals fell on Colonel Deane, his former colleague, and
General Monk. 1Ifs own commission was renewed.
Deane and Monk’ were then employed in suppressing
_the last remmants of the war in feotland, and they could
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not for some time to come take any active part in the
naval war. .

Severe weather being sct in and tho Dutchmen busy
in their dockyards with thoe preparation of another vast
armament, Blake made the usual winter distribution of
the fleet. Besides the twenty ships sent to Elsiuore
under Ball, Penn sailed with a similar sqdsdron towards
the North to convoy a fleet of colliers fromm Neweastle
to London ; a division of twelve ships was stationed in
Plymouth Sound; fiftcen of the most damaged vessels
were ordercd into the river for repairy and with the
remainder of his force, consisting of thirty-seven men-
of-war and frigates, the fire-ships aud a few hoys,—
Blake rode in the Chauncl, eruising from port to port,
between Essex and Hampshire, and expecting no cnemy
to appear until the rcturn of fine weather. %n th#s he
was mistaken. Tromp’s energy and influence had infused
an extraordinary degree of activity jato the marine de-
partment, the harbours and dockyards of ILolland. In
an incredibly short iime the Duteh had, fitted out and
manned a vast flect ; and as soon as the English squadrons
were disperscd for the winter stations, Tromp sceretly
and unexpectedly left the Texel and appeared off the
(Gtoodwin Sands with more than a hundred sail of the
line, frigates and fire-ships.  1lis plan was bold and well
“conceived. Throwing himself sudtlenly into the Downs
with this overwhelming force, he intended to close up
tho Thames and cut off re-inforcoments from Chatham
or the Lea, to fall on Blake’s little squadron with his
mighty foree, and crusli or drive it down Channel
townrds the Tand’s Bod, and then, with the entire coast
at his merey, to dictato peace to the Coumonwealth on
hidown terms. At that time the thought of a winter
campaign filled men’s minds with terror; hut Troinp,
by a swilt and daring Ljow, proposed to conclude the



184 ROBERT BLAKE,

war in a few days. Blake was scarvcely aware of the
Dutch stirring in their ports before their ships were
scen from ihe out-look of the Triumph, to which vessel
he had removed his pennon. Late in November the two
fleets were in presence .between Dover and Calais ; and
the knowledge that Tromp was on board assured the
English Admysal that mischief was meant. A council of
war was called on board the Triumph. Blake described
the situation of the two counirics at that moment,
glanced at the superior force of the enemy, at the dis-
tance of his own squadrons, and ended by declaring his
recolution to fight, if it were necessary, but on no
account to fall down the Channel, leaving the coast-
towns to be insulted, and perhaps destroyed by that
mighty and uncrippled armament. The captains ae--
cepted his decision, and returned 1o their several ships
to prepare for action.  All that day the two admirals
watched each othey’s motions, the object being to gain
the weather-gage. The night came, cold and tempes-
tuous, even for @inter, and the ships were unable to
keep together. * With the appearance of light the man-
ccuvres of the previous day were renewed, the Triwwaph
and the Brederode dodging cach other for several hours
in a slight and variable wind, their somewhat oblique
course inclining slowly towards the Ness. At three in
the afternoon the fleets were near each other off that
Essex headland. Tromp’s patience was worn out, and
anxious te engage, he mado a sudden effort to get alongside
the English Admiral at an advantage; but a rapid and
decisive movement carried the Triumph under his bow to
the weather-gage.  In passing, the two ships exchanged
broadsides. Bluke was closely followed in his dexterous
movement by the Carland, and missing the Triumph,
Tromp ran agmust her with such violence as'in an .
instant to break her bowspritraud ship’s-head with the
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weight of the crash, The @arland and the Brederodo
cngaged, the English ship of forty-eight guns fighting
with consummate bravery against §ts powerful enemy,
until the Bonadventure, a trader of thirty guns, came to
the rescue, and placcd the Dutch Admiral himself in
peril.  Tromp encouraged his ‘men by shouts and’ ges-
tures to renewed efforts; he appealed tosheir love of
country, their pride of race, their affection for himself.
But all his exertions would have failed had not Evertz
seen his exposed position, and brought his’ own ship to
bear on the Bonadventure, thus placing the gallant little
merchantman between the fire of two powerful admirds,
" The four ships were grappled together; but the English
held out manfully against tremendous odds for more
than an hour, when the contest was decided in favour of
number of men and weight of metal.  Out o two hun-
dred men on board the Garland at the beginning of the
action, the captain and sixty oflicers piid men were killed,
and a still greater number wero severcly wounded ; the
Bonadventure had suflered to an cqualgxtent; and the
survivors being no longer able to defénd their decks, the
Dutchmen boarded and eaptured both the vessels. The
Triumph, the Vanguard and the Victory bore the chicf
brunt of the action. At one time these three vessels
were engaged with twenty of the enemy; and although
they suffered most severely in m?n, and were greatly
damaged in their bulls, masts, and rigging, they came
oft' safely from the desperate cncounter.. Night, which
at that season of the year came down early, was already
separating the fleets, when Blake hicard for the first time
of the unequal battle waged between the two Dutch
Admirals and the Garland and Bonadventure ; and not-
wiﬁxstanding tho fatigue of his meh, he gave orders to
* bear up to the Brederode, and cndeavour to recover the
captives. Other of the quemy’s ships, however; crossed
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Lis line, and a more destructive conflict than had yet
taken place enmsucd. Blake was surrounded by the
Dutch ships:  Thrbe several times the Triumph was
boarded in gallant style by the foc; each time the
boarders were driven back to their boats with fearful
slaughter. The flag-ship was reduced to a wreck. The
forctopmastAvas shot away. The mainstay was gonc.
The sails and tackling were all in strings. The hull
was shattered and pierced with hundreds of shots. The
wonder was how she kept her head above water; and
had not the Sapphire, a trader of thirty guns, and the
Vanguard stood by him with unwavering steadiness and
devotion, the English Admiral must have fallen before
such overwhelming numbers, Thick fog and darkness
put an end to the struggle. Under cover of night Blake
drew off &is ships, the Triumph being the last to retire
from the scenc of action, towards Dover roads. Tromp
could not, or wouly not, follow. Next day the weather
was thick with fog; the cnemy was not i1 sight. The
disabled vesselg were ill prepared to brave the fury of
the south-west winds; and, master of his own move-
ments, Blake proposed to run into the Thames, and
anchor in Lea-road to repair damages, ascertain the
cnemy’s intentions, make some necessary alterations
in the flect, and wait the recal and concentration of
his distant squadrony, The Duteh had not gained an
easy victory. Their loss in men was great. One of their
vessels had been blown into the air, cvery man on board
perishing. Tromp’s ship and De Ruiter’s ship were
both put oilt of service, and many others were seriously
crippled. But their vietory was unquestionable; for
tho moment they were again masters of the Channel.
There seem to.lmfre been three principal causcs of $his
disaster—the first and last that England expericneed
under Blake’s command—any pne of them suflicient to
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. account for it :—(1.) The overwhelming superiority of
force on the part of Tromp. (2.) The extreme weakness
1o which some of Blake’s vessels wert reduced for want
of men; and (3.) The cowardice or disaffection to the
scrvico, manifested at a critical moment of the battle by
scveral captains in the English flect. To the firsf of
these causes Blake himsell professed to dt¢ach only a
secondary importance. Had all the thirty-seven ships
behaved like the Garland, Sapphire, Vanguard, Bou-
adventure, Victory, and Triumph, the result would pro-
bably have becn other than it was; and eten his defeat,
if the retirement of a squadron before a flect three times
its strength can be so called, was less galling to his proud
nature than the idea of having officers under his command
who at such a time could fail in duty to their country. In
the letter which conveyed to the Council of Stat®the ferst
news of the reverse of fortune, he says :—*“ I am bound to
let your honours know that there was,much bascness of
spirit, not among the merchant-men only, but in many of
tho Statc’s ships. And therefore I mak® it my earncst
request that your honours would be pleased to send
down some gentlemen to lake an impartial and strict
cxamination of the deportment of several commanders,
that you may know who are to be confided in and who
are not. [t will then be time to take inte consideration
the grounds of some other errors amM defects, especially
the discouragement and want of seamen. I shall be bold
at present to mame one—not the least,-—which is, the
great number of privaté men-of-war, especially out of the
Thames. And I hopo it will not be unseasonable for me,
in behalf of myselt, to desire your honours that you would
think of giving me, your unworthy scrvant, a discharge
from*his employment as far too grcat"f‘or’mo, especially
gince your honours have added two such able gentlemen
[Monk and Deanc] for the yndertaking of that charge;
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so that I may spend the remainder of my days in private
retirement, and in prayers to the Lord for blessings on
you and on this nation.” _

But instead of receiving the acceptance of his ofier to
resign, Blake found that the misfortune which might have
ruined another man had given him strength and influence
in the courtty. The Council of State wrote by return of
courier to express their unanimous thanks for his gallant
conduct in the late action, and to assure him that all his
proposals,—oxeept the “ono which referred to his own
retivement,—should be adopted. Never had he been so
necessary to the country as at that moment, and his hints
and requests were immediately carried into effect, so far
as lay with the Council. Throe of their own body, Coloncl
‘Walton, Mr. Chaloner, and Colonel Morley were sent down
to~inquéve into the alleged musconduct of the officers,
to report on the ineffective condition of the fleet, and, in
case of need, to assist in a Council of War, to be ealled
by the Admiral after their arrival. Messengers were
sent to recal the convoys to the Downs. Orders were
sent to Deane and Monk to hold themsclves in readiness
to go on board at twenty-four hours’ notice, and assume
the responsibilitics of their rank. Cruisers and other
vessels lying at TTarwich and elsewhere on the near coasts
were instructed to repair to the gencral rendezvous. A
rcsolution was cariied to raise the effeclive marine foree
to 80,000 men. More care was taken with the store
magazincs. The Navy Commissioners, long crippled by
the perfidious policy of the Danish King, were empowered
in this eniergency to seize on hemp, tar and pitch, where-
ever these important articles could be found. But not a
whisper was heard against the Admiral, either in tho
Couneil or in the' city. There was no attempt oa the
part of the Navy Commissioners to meddle with his
plans or to abridge his apthority. The Council of
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Stato reposed an almost unbounded confidenco in his
" genius and fidelity. Tive days after the engagement off
the Ness, they ordered— That a letter be written to
General Blake, to acquaint him with what the Council
hath done for the giving him an addition of strength,—
10 let him know that (in regard the state of affais is
beforo him, and he hath a perfect understan¥ipg of thom)
the Council do leave to him upon the place to do what ke
may for his own defence and the service of the Common-
wealth.” The next day they wrote again in the samno
spirit:—*“The Council suggest objections toGeneral Blake
going with his fleet into Lea road, and recommend Ilarwioh
as a better position: but still leave it to him to act accord-
ing as his Council of War shall advise upon the place.”
Curiously enough, the first disaster expericneed by
Blake at sca gave him*power to ellect reforns in dhe
service and to root out abuses which had defied all his
clforts in the day of his success. Ong great.abusc was
abolished that in his opinion lay at th souree of the lato
defeat.  To encourage merchants and others having ves-
scls capable of armament to place them during the war
al the disposal of Government, an Order of Council had
hitherto allowed the masters of such vessels to command
them after the change of service. Many persons thus
came to occupy, as a private right, important offices in
the navy who had no real attachment to the new order of
things, and there was reason to suspect that some of the
secret partisans of the Stuarts had crept into places of
trust in this way for the express purpose of betraying tho
Commonwealth. These Royalists kept the exiled court
well informed of the state of the navy, and the esiles in
turn communicated the latest information to the States-
Gengral. Thus the Admiral had nots only to fight his
great and nstute adversary, but to s¥ugg'e against
intrigucs abroad and treason at home. Before Tromp
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sailed from the Texel, Charles Stuart had caused a seerct
memoir to be drawn up by Lord Clarendon and tho
Marquis of Ormonde—to be presented to M. Borrel,
Dutch Ambassador in Paris—in which he proposed to
the States-Gencral a plan for creating divisions in the
English fleet and consequent excitement and weakness in
the country,/ He declaréd that he was aware that many
eaptains in the Commonwealth navy were his own friends;
and he offered to go on board the Duteh fleet as a private
officer, seeking no command, cxcept of such vessels ag
should desert to him from the English. De Witt, how-
ever, as a sincerc Republican, refused to accept this
doubtful aid; but a knowledge of the fact on which the
proposal was based, that many of Blake's officers served
under false colours, and were ripe for an act of treason,
was-of va.t importance to Tromp in the arrangement of
his bold and masterly campaign. Certain incidents in the
late battle left ne doubt that several captains had acted
with direct or indireet reference to the cnomy 8 design;
and without being able to bring the crime of treason
home to them” thoeAdmiral took the oceasion to insist on
having a regulation adopted by the supreme Council,
that in future captains and other officers should recive
their appointments from ihe State.

As the inquirics of the three members, Waltaon,
Morley and Chaloner proceeded, several officers were
suspended, either for negleet of duty, lack of courago
or other faults, against whom no suspicion of treachery
or disaffection could arise. It was nccessary to purge
the fleet of*its weak, as well as of its faithless, captains.
No naval serutiny was ever conducted with greater
justice, openncss and scverity. The three mcmbers
reported to the Adtniral the results of their investigdcion
in cach case, an¥i he delivered, sentence of arrest or dis~
migsal with a stern rigour, cvgn when the law fell in its



ROBERT BLAKE, 191

.full weight on his own household and his own family,
Francis Harvey, his secretary, was cashiered. Captains
Young, Taylor, Saltonstill and others were put, under
arrest until the pleasure of the Council of State should
be known. Ilis brother Benjamin, to whom he was
strongly attached as a brother and an officer, fell urfder
suspicion of some neglect of duty; and ho¥gver painful
the exercise of power under such circumstances, he was
instantly broken and sent on shore. This rigid measure

. of justice against his own flesh and blood silenced every
complaint; and tho scrvico gained immeasurably in spirit,
discipline and confidence. .

‘While these reforms, reeruitments and aenovations
were procceding under Blake’s immediate eye, Tromp
rode up and down the Channel with a broom at his
mast-head, a prosaic emblem of his right to sweep &ho
narrow seas; and the Statcs-General, more elated with

their vietory than their Admiral himself, put out a
proclamation against our manufuctures —sent intel-
ligenee of their great successes to foreign powers—and
interdicted all correspondence and communication with
tho British Islands, pretending, as if they were ulrcady
assured victors, to place them in a state of naval blockade.
Ballnds, by-words and scwrrilous caricatures delighted
the ears and eyes of ihe excited populace. The names
of the vessels captured in tho fight afforded Dutceh wits
a thomo for abuse: they had carried off the “garland,”
they said, from tho islanders ; and there were squibs and
jokes about the “bon-adventure’’ having realised the
prophecy of its name in falling into their hands. But
what concerncd the Council of State more than these
squibs and sarcasms, was a-report that Tromp contem-
platdd making a descent on the dddes of Jersey and
Lhuernsey, and a very natural fear that the treding part
of the community would suffer from the cruisers of their
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watchful and active enemy. These alarms hastened their
preparations for the second winter campaign ; and on the
8th of February Blakeo, still in the Triumph, sailed from
Queensborough, at the head of sixty men-of-war and
frigates, having Monk and Deane with twelve hundred
soldiers from the camp on board. Penn was Vice-
admiral, Lpwson Rear-admiral. In the Straits the
Portsmouth squadron of twenty sail came in, and with
this addition to his effective strength, Blake resolved to
scck the Duteh flect and give battle. Tromp had gone
southward to mcct a large flect of traders, ordered by
the States-General to rendezvous at the Isle of Rhe,

- oppositc Rechelle, and convoy them home; but intel-
ligence had there rcached him that the English were
about to quit the Thames in his absence with sixty sail,
and. he irtended to arrive at the river mouth in time to
block it up, prevent their departure, and keep the Ports-
mouth squadron from eftecting a junction with the main
body. Blake had Stolen a march on the Dutch Admiral,
and when the latter turncd Cape de la 1Togue, he was
surprised to find the English with a force equal to his
own preparved to dispute the passage of a sea so lately
swept by lis potential broom. Confident, however, of
victory, he accepted with joy the offer of a battle which
fortune cnabled himn to decline without disadvantage had
such been his pleasure.

Day was breaking on the morning of February 18,
when the vanguard of the Dutch Admiral was descried
from the mast-head of the Triumph. Blake dressed and
went to the out-look. Nature could scarcely boast a
grander spectacle chan rose before him as the sun came
forth, showing that heaving sea covered with ships, and
lighting their sailscand pennons with its pale radimace.
The darkness of the weather had prevented recognition
until the foremost ships. were within a league of each
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other. The English Admirals were close together;
the Triumph having Penn’s ship, the Speakér, and
Lawson’s, the Fairfax, both withinehail. But Monk was
some miles astern in the Vanguard, and the maih body
of the fleet lay about a league and a half apart. Tromp
saw his advantage. With the wind in his favour he
might have carried his couvoy to the Seheldt in safety,
and returncd at his leisure to give battle; but he chose to
play a bolder game, and fancying the Lnglish vanguard
of ouly twenty ships would prove umable to resist the
weight of his attack, he sent his traders to windward,
out of gun range, with orders to slacken sail and wititess
the engagement. Personal combined with public reasous
to lend a thrilling interest to the (ommw battle. The
two nations had now had time to collect their forces. Their
largest ships were in atray. The most popular admirals
were on board the respective fleets: Blake, Deane, Penn
and Lawson on the one side; Twmp,o Evertz, De Ruiter,
Swers, Tloritz and De Wilde on the ofher. Tt was the
first time Blake and Tromp had metson equal terms;
and even the common seamen felt that the day had come
to put their prowess to the test. At the outset, all
advantages of position were with the Dutch., Ther
ships had the wind, and were closo up together. When
their extended line of fire opened on the Lnglish van-
guard, it scemed almost impossitle for about twenty
ships to withstand the crash of such tremendous broad-
sides. As usual, the Trinmph was the first to engage,
and the Brederode, ever in the van, advanced to meet
her, reserving firc till the iwo vessels Yere within
musket-shot, and her charge couldsbe delivered with the
most deadly effect. With a strong brecze in his favour,
Tremp shot by the Triumph, pouring a fearful broadside
into her as he passed ; and then, suddenfy tacking round,
fired & second time close undev her lee, splintering masts
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and spars, tearing canvass and cordage, and strewing the
deck with heaps of killed and wounded men, With this
salute the Admirals®parted company for the day, Penn
dashidg in Dbetween ¢hem with the Speaker and other
csacls to cover Blake from some part of the cirele of
five it which he la) cxposed. The battle became general
as the other (lu isions of the Tinglish fleet came up.  On
both sides the wreck was awiul In less than an hour
from the first shot being launched from the guns of the
Triumph, the sca was covered with spars, torn sails and
broken plauks. * Almost every ship engaged in the action
hatl even then had its cables cut asunder and its masts
shot away. Ouc moment an English crew were secn
hoarding a Dulch wman-of-war, the next moment the
boarders were driven back, and their own vessel was
agsatled i turn. Here there was a ship wrapt in flames
there one was going down with all her men on deck,
their crics unhcar§or their terrors unheeded by friend
or foe; elsewhere a fearful explosion sent decks and
crews whirling jifto the black and Jurid atmosphere, 1t
is said in contemporary accounts, that the roar of the
artillery could be heard along the shores of the Channe!,
from Boulogne on the one side to Portland on the other.
About mid-day Monk came up with the white division,
and from time to time other ships joined in the context,
thenceforward fought on nearly equal terms. De Ruiter
justified his old renown. Xarly in the battle he had
singled out and engaged with the Prosperous, a hired
merchantman of forty guns, commanded by Captmn
Barker; but as the fire of the English ship was main-
tained with steadines®, he grew impatient with the dis-
tant fighting; and ordering & boarding-party to preparc
for action, he ran hi¥ ship alongside the Prosperous, when
his men gallant]'y leaped on her deck pistol and sword -
jn hand. The close combat lasted a few scconds only.



‘ROBERT BLAKE. 193

Driving the assailants back to their ship, Barker threat-
encd De Ruiter in his turn; but the brave old seaman,
shouting in his fierce humour to the men, ¢ Come, my
lads, that was nothing—-at them again!” led them to a
sccond and more furious assault, 'With his numbers
reduced and his ship unmanageable, Barker was un-
able to resist the onset, and he and his crew were
prisoners. At that instant Blake came up. The prize
was instantly recovered, and De Ruiter himself almost
surrounded by the English. Viee-admiral Hvertz and
Captains Swers and Kriuk hastened to relieve their
countryman [rom his dangerous position, and the batfle
soon raged vound this new centre wjth extraordinary
violence. Penn’s ship, the Speaker, was shattered by
the guns, and condemyed as no longer fit tor serviee.
When night put an end to the engagement of *that
first day, Penn was despatched to the Isle of Wight to
bring up the guard-ships lefr at thpt station. Kriuk,
in the Ostrich, fought like a truc sailor, till his rigging
and masts were shot away to the ver\ hull, and his
deck was covered with the dead dodies of his com-
rades. At last, he was boarded by the English. As
the unfortunate vessel scemed to be sinking, and hor
officers and crew were nearly all killed or wounded, the
English made a hasty plunder of her contents and left
her to her fate. Do Wilde offcred "is aid in an effort to
bring her off; but a sudden calm came on, and not having
n yard of sail left, the attempt to tow her away failed,
and she was again abandoned. Next morping, Blake
found her drifting about, the unburied corpses lying
where they had fallen the previoud day, and not a living
soul on board. Captain Swers—afterwards the distin.
guished admiral of that name-—was taken prisoner.
Secing his comrade, Captain De Port, rough!y used by
two English frigates, be flgw to the rescue with his ship,
02
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and the four enemies were immediately locked together,
De Porl’s ship was struck between wind and water and
Degan to fill; he himself was severcly wounded by the
fall of a splinter; yet he continued to urge his men by
shouts, and to flourish his hanger as he lay on his back
in afony, until ship and crew went down together.
Tffective as the Duteh eammonade had hitherto been
thought, it was no match for the destructive fire of the
English frigates ; and after a desperate struggle, in which
the cucmies proved themselves worthy of each ofher,
Swers’ ship also went down, himself and scveral of his
oflicers and erew being taken on board the frigates and
their lives preserved.  Towards dusk, Blake felt himself
strong enough to detach a number of his swittest sailers
with orders to gain the wind, and if possible prevent
ihe gscape of the vast fleet of tyaders which had been
Liovering on his flank all day ; Tromp saw the moveents
of 1his squadron, and guessing its motive, fell back with
a great part of Lis fleet, so as to cover the merchantmen,
1is retreat put an end to the first day’s engagement ;
for on sceing thur Admiral turn his face from thc enemy,
some of the Dutch caplains hoisted siil and fled away
under cover of the gathering darkness.

Blake remained master of the scene of action, hut his
ships were oo far damaged and his men too much ex-
hausted to permit ef an active night-chase. Heroic
valour had characterised the officers and men on boih
sides. The Dutch had lost cight men-of-war, cither taken
by the enemy or destroyed. The Prosperous, the Oal,
the Assistaitee, the Sampson, and several other Tinglish
ships had been boarded and captured during some period
of the day, though every vessel had been afterwards
recovered. The Sampson was our only loss that day.
Her bravo comménder, Captain Button, and nearly all his
crew being slain, Blake took out of her the remaining
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officers and men, and allowed her to drift away. This
excepted, no other ship in the English flect had suffered
so severely as the flag-ship, tho Triumph. 1ler captain,
Andrew Ball, fell that day covered with glory; Sparrow,
the Admiral’s new secretary, was shot down at his.side;
and nearly half the erew had been swept, into eternity.
Blake himself was wounded in the thigh, and the samc
ball which lamed hiin for the remainder of his life, tore
away part of Deane’s buff coat. The enemy’s loss in
men could not bo ascertained ; it was known to be very
great by the entire clearance of more than one vessel;
and the decks and guns of the captured ships were so
spattered with blood, as to sicken and appal the most
callous of the victors.

As soon as night canje down, Blake's first eare was to
relieve the agonies of the wounded men by sending fhem
on shore to the well-prepared hospitals, where persons of
all ranks aided in promoting their copifort and recovery ;
collections of money, clothes and linen being made for
them throughout  the West, and the defeds of the service
supplied by the spontancous cnthusidism of the people.
1lis own wound, though not dangerous, demanded repose
and careful treatment ; but he listened to no friend who
urged him 1o go on shore and seek for himself the relief
which he took care to put in the way of his humbler
comrades. The two flcets lay alinost close together, with
their lights streaming all night across the wintry sca.
Until dawn next day, every citective hand on board the
Lnglish fleet was employed in restering sails, stopping
leaks, cleaning guns, and repairing the waste of war.
Lyerything was made ready to renew the contest with the
return of light, for a dead ealm had succeeded to the
frosh breeso blowing when the batflo Jegan, and this
calm continning, it was impossible for the Dutch to avoid
another battle,
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As day broke a light wind sprang up, and Tromp,
anxious to get his traders home in safety, disposed his
fleet inthe form of aterescent, the two hundred merchauts
in Lis centre, and crowding cvery inch of sail that he could
spread stood direetly up C‘hannel Blake followed with
his whole power; the breeze which favoured ihe flight
also niding Yhe pirsuit ; yet it was twelve o’clock before
the Triumph came within gunshot of the rearmost encmy,
and nearly two before the main body came up with them
oft Dungencss. Compelled Lo fight against his will, Tromp
ordered the merchants to make sail for the neavest Dutch
port, keeping close under the French shore between Calaiyx
and Dunkirk for protection, and then turned like a
panther on his pmsuer On both sides the battle was
renewed with fury. De Ruiter gave {resh proofs of his
gkillr-and eourage ; but the fortunc of war was still against
him. After some hours of this sccond engagement his
vessel becamo unntqnageable, and would have fallen into
Blake's hands had not Tromp seen his danger and sent
Captain Duin {7 bring him out from the fight. With
great difficulty he was extricated from his position and
carried away. An hour or so later Tromyp also began
to fall slowly back towards Boulogne, still, however, con-
testing cvery wave, and the mingled rout and batile
lasted until night again separated the hostile hosts,

Fortunately for th¢ English fleet, though ihe air was
bitterly cold, the sky was unusually clear for winter, o
that the enemy’s lights scrved them as signals, and
cnabled thoxr ships to kecp pretty close together and
well up for ‘the bottle of the morrow. On the second
day Blake had captured or destroyed five Dutch men-of-
war. The advantages gained by the recent reforms came
out, clearly in face of the encmy :—the Admirals had ‘%ot
a single complamt to make as to the courage, steadiness
and unity of purpose displayed by the inferior officers.

.
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In the Dutch fleet, on the conirary, wanb of cdneert,
party-bitterness and personal envy, combined to clog the
genius of the great commander. ,At the close of the
sccond day’s engagement several captains sent word to
the Brederode that they could resist no longer, pleading
want of powder~as an excuse, and T"omp was compelled
to send these men away from the main botly in the night
80 as to prevent ircason and cowardice from’ spre‘ldm'v to
the other ships. To conceal the true natuve of this
defection, he made a pretence of giving them instructions
‘to take up a new position to windward of the traders,
and begged them to make such a show of resistancg as
would keep the English frigates from coming too near.
But his deviee failed of its own weakess,. When day-
light dawned, Blake saw at a glance that the fleet had
been considerably reddced, and inferring that g squpdron
had been despatched in the night to cover the flight of
the merchants, he sent off a divisipn of fleet satlers,
drawing little water, iu pursuit of tiem, while he himself’
bore down once more with the main bayly on his reduced
but still unconquered enemy. Tromp fought, as usual,
with the most desperato conrage: but he had now little
hope, with his broken and divided power, of doing more
than occupy Blake’s attention until his richly Iaden mer-
chants could run into the nearest port. Lven this was
doubtful. After the first shock of the third day’s baitle,
he sent Captain Van Ness to the merchants, with orders
for them to crowd sail and make for Calais road, as he
found himself unable to promisc them more than a few
hours’ protection, As the fight grew ficrcer, he sent
his Treasurer to urgo them to press on fasicr, or the
English frigates would soon be amongst them. But the
wind was then Dblowing from the French coast, and
notwithstanding his energetic attemfts, Van Ness was
unable to carry such a number of disorganised ships
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sufficiently near land to be out of danger. More than
hialf the Duieh frigates and men-of-war had now been
taken, sunk or scatkered; and considering it a species
of insanity in Tromp to continue the engagement until
ihey were all destroyed, the other captaius, contrary to
their” express orders, retreated on thé flying traders.
Confusion then reached its height.  Some of the English
Irigates came up; and the merehants, in their alarm and
dizorder, ran foul of cach other, knocked themselves to
picees or fell blindly into their enemy’s power. Still,
lighting with the retreating men-of-war, Blake arrived in
the midst of this wild scene late in the afternoon, and
finding several ships run against him, as if' desirous of
being ca,pturcd it ‘oceurred to him that this was a device
of his wily adversary to stay the victorions pursuit, and
give Jimedo rally some part of flic discomfited flect,—
and he issned strict and instant commands that every
war-ship still in = condmon to follow and fight the
enemy should press on with all its force against the
main body, leaving the traders in their rear to be watched
and seized by thoefrigates already assigned to that
service, or driven into ports swhence it would be easy to
recover them should the Dutch fleet be swept from the
Channel. Darkness alone put an end to the exciting
chase. Tromp ran in under the French shore, about four
miles from Calais, wheve he anchored the remnant of his
once mighty flecet—now reduced to less than half the
former number of masts, and these damaged in every
part. Blake consulted pilots and others well acquainted
with the const, as te what Tromp could do in his new
position ; and the general opinion of these men being
that the Dutch could not weather the coast of Artois,
as the wind and tide®then lay, and would be compcll%d
to come out to sed in order to get home, he cast anchors
and sat down to repair his damages. The night was
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. unusually davk, with a high gale blowing, so that the
cnemy’s lights could not be seen; and when day again
dawned the sea was quite clear in that direction, Tromp
having slipped away and tided towards Duukirk, whence
hie got off into the harbours of Zealand. By twelve o’clock
in tho morning, Blake was ready to give (,lmsu, but no
eucmy being then visible, and secing hoy uscless it
would be to follow the runaways into the flats and shallows
of their own coast, he stood over towards England, and
the gale still rising, carried his fleet and prizes into
Sionke’ s Bay, in the Isle of Wight, whehee he and his
colleagues in command wrote to inform the House vf
their success. .

Extremely false and exaggerated accounts of the great
Battle of Portland were published in the two countries.
Excepting the loss of iheir traders, the States-Gemeral
iried to make the world believe that their fleet had doue
as much mischicf as it had sulfered: —-—but when Tromp
was ashed to sail ngainst the onomy and recover his
laarels, he frankly coufesscd thut bis\best war-ships
had been lost or destroyed. In their report to Parlia-
ment, the English commanders stated that their loss was
confined to the Sampson, the vessel turned adrift during
the.first night of the engagement,—and that their gain
from the cnemy was seventeen or cizhtcen men of war,
and a large fleet of merchant-ships, the precise number
not being ascertainable at once, the prizes having been
carricd into different ports. Sixteen sail were brought
into Dover. Altogether it is probable that more than
fifty of these vessels fell into English bands.  On both
sides the loss of life wus great. The Dutch captains,
Balk, Van Zaancn, De Port, Spanhem, Regemorter,
Fokkes, and Allart were slain: Swérs, Schey, and Van
Zcelst were taken prisoncrs. Englmur had td mourn
the deaths “of three of her bravest captains— Ball,



ROBERT BLATY.

Mildmay and Darker. Blake himself was severely
wounded, as was also his gallant Rear-admiral Lawson,
Few of the more distinguished persons on hoard escaped
without a wound.

In London the first news of this battle was received
with enthasiasm. At last the two nations had met on
a fair field; 'the genius, strength and courage of the

5
officers and men had been fairly tried ; aud the Common-

wealth had gained a splendid victory. Special letters of

thanks and congratulation were written to the three
commanders, - A day of general thanksgiving wf
appoinied. Parliament began an immediate subscription
in behalf of the wives and children of such as had fallen
in the action: and a short time afterwards a public
provision was made Ly the State itself for their support,
Tropps of horse escorted the prisoners from the various
ports where they had been landed to London, and in
cvery town throwgh which these cavaleades passed on
the journey, the plople rang th~ joy-bells in cclebration
of the battle. As {o Blake himself, less mindful of his
own wound than he was of the lurts of his humblest
companion, he remained in St. Helen’s road and about
the Solent for some wecks after the action, refitting
his ships, taking in fresh stores, and preparing to chas-
tise the Brest privateers, who still infested the seas and
made spoil of English and other traders engaged in the
commerce with Ircland. In April he received informa-
tion that Tromp was making grent efforls to ecquip
another fleet, so that he was still unable or unwilling to
go onshord. With a hundred sail ho appeared before
the Texel, where he found about seventy Dutch men-of-
war and frigates; his vanguard fired into them as scon
as he came within 'gunshot, when they hastily retredted,

leaving fifty of‘their doggers bohind as prizes. Tromp .

had gorie out on convoy service; but no ldnger able or
y 3
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willing to try thc Channel passage, the Dutchman was
oblwed to go round the north of Scotland to meet the
ﬂcet of Spanish and Levantine merchants. e coutrived
by consummate scamanship to bring his ships home,
though the wits of London and Westminster had their
laugh at the expense of that top-gallant humour which
had so lately threatened to brush the English navy from
the seas in which he no longer dared fo show. his
peunons.  Leaving him for the present secure in lLis
fortified and inaccessible ports, Blake sailed towards
ihe North with o small squadron, while Monk and
Deane returned with ecighty sail into ihe Downs, where
they witnessed and acquiesced in Cromwell’s dispersion
of the Long Parliament and in his assumption of
supreme power.

The precisc objects *of this northern erui-¢ have not
been clearly stated.  But as it had the effeet of romoy-
ing from the Downs and from the nypjority of his naval
comrades a popular commander, kaown for his sincere
attachment to the Commonwealth, at the very moment
when Cromwell had resolved to ventule on the rash,
indecent and unlawful act of dispersing by brute foree
tho representatives of the nation, it is not difticult to
surmisce by whose intrigues the Council of State had been
induced to urge it.

On the famous 20th of April, 1633, Blake was cruizing
with twenty ships between the Friths of Forth and
Moray, when the troopers marched down to Westminster
and cleared the House. Next day Cromwell dissolved
the Council of State. On the 25th 3 councii of officers in
London declared for Cromwell, and the same afternoon
brought despatches from Deane and Monk, with their
adhesion and that of eertain captains of their fleet to the
number of thirty-three. Penn and the officers with him
signed to the same effect, But ncither jhe Admiral
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himself, his brother Benjamin, nor his nephew Robert,
sct their hands to these documents, so that the name of
Blake does not ocewr in the papers which carried to the
usurper an assurance that his violence would not be
opposcd by the navy.

That Blake was dissatislied with a change that soon
condemned  Algcrnon Sydney to the privacy of Pens.
hurst, consigned Sir Henry Vane to a prison, and drove
many of the moderate men whose opinions he shared,
into private life, there is.no reason to doubt. To his
friends and associates he made no seeret of his resent-
ment. 1lad he been in his place in the Council of State
when Cromwell entered, there would probably have been
a louder and more important protest against the act of
usarpation than that made by the Lord-President Brad-
shawe. Put lic was far away, deeply engrossed with the
duties of the service, when the deed of vielence was
done in Westminster; and before the intelligence
reached him on his' distant station, tho change was an
historical fact, formally accepted by the army and the
fleet.  From that moment Blake gave up polities. The
gentry of Somerseishire returned him as their represcu-
tative in the new Parliament; but he never, appeared in
the House except on the business of his department.
The fears and intriguesx of the usurper caused him to be
excluded from the new Council of State. In a Par-
liament without power, even his fearless truth and un-
compromising honesty could do litile harm to the Lord-
General's interests : while his very name on the rolls of
the New Represen’ ative, lent a dignity to that assembly
whi¢h Cromwell understood, and which his admirers still
claim as a triumph for their hero. Tho ease was dif-
ferent as regards ilfe Council of State. Within that
smaller and more" powerful body, he might have proved
a dangerous adviser and opponent so long ay the great
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question of a seltlement of the nation was stilk under
diseussion: it was, therefore, a necessary precaution,
that, for a time at least, he should hg excluded. Blake’s
“opinions were known 1o be unfavourable to military rule,
not only in England, but on the continent generally ; and
whgn the Dutch heard of a sudden revolution having®heen
accomplished by the army in London, they at once leapt to
the conclusion that their most redoubtable naval adversary
would no longer carry on the war with his old vigour.
In these hopes they were deceived. Calling his cap-
1ains togetlicr as soon as the messengers arrived at the
ficet, he told them, that whatever might be their privaie
opinions, he considered it to be his dufy and their duty
to act in their several posts, while ‘out abt seca, with
good faith, and in such a way as would best conduce to
the public peace and welfare.  ITe spoke of {lje irregu-
laritics which had oeccurred in Tondon; but he would
not admit that in such a crisis, threateged as the country
was on cvery side with foreign enemies, the fleet had any
right to plunge the couniry into the horgors of civil war.
When pressed by some of his captaing to ‘declare against
the clique of army oflicers and their leader, he at ouce
took up a position which he never atterwards abandoned.
“ No,” he said, “it is not for us to mind aflairs of State,
but to keep forcigners from fooling us.”” Though he
suspeeted Cromwell and abhorred,nilitary rule, he had
manliness and patriolism cnough not to deprive hig
country of such services as he could render, because it
had allowed itself to submit to a power not of his choice.
And fortunately this resolution was taken with his usual
apidity ; for Tromp, Everlz, De Ruiter, and De Witt,
under the impression that the fleets of England were
diviled from cach other and rent by Jdiscords, smled from
the Géree with 120 ships, brought togedier and manned
in laste, for Dover road, into which they drove a few
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stragglers, took two or three prizes, and began to fire on
the town. The flecet then in the narrow seas was divided
into three squadrons. Deane and Monk, with the red
flag, in the Resolution, had under their immediate orders
38 sail, carrying 1440 guns and 6169 men; the white divi-
sion,” under I:enu, consisted of 83 sail, with 1189 guns
and 5085 men; Lawson commanded the blue, composed
of 84 ships, having on hoard 1189 guns, and 5015 men;
mahing a grand total of 103 ships, 3810 guns, and 16,269
men.  The Duteh were abont egnal in guns and men,
though they bad a greater number of vessels,  Blake,
ml'm\\lnh- having learned by mounded eouriery riding
day and night that Tromp wus again in the Chauncl,
and had fired into Dover, spread his sails and poured
impetuously down the north cvast before a full breese,
buiming 4o cvenge thal insulf and rve-cstablish i
inyaded supremacy in the narrow seas.

Early in the mom ng of June 24, e two gieai fie.,
sighted caeh other about three o ves frome i b,
Lawson pressedan advance of his comicdos, aner clirsed
through the emyebhetwee ~leven and baelve o elock ia
the forenoon separating Le R 7 squanron £ m
rest of the Dutch flect, and cngaging ™ L wsevere eomie
before the main hady oivefthe sde ¢t be heanglid (o
Lear.  In wwout an hour Tromp as i tue ¢'ow of iy
gallant comrade. ana=t three o’cloch the cannonade was
general.  Onc of Lhe first carnon-shots that swept the
Resolution kilicd General Deane . Monk threw his cloak
over the mangled corpse of his colleague, and shouted to
the men to aveng. his death. Tromp had that morning
given oul an extra quantity of liquor, and for sume hours
his Dutchmen fought with rechless and etraordinary
courage ; but whcn*t]'trlme« put an end 1o along (lay s
engagement, he Yound himsclf not less damaged Hmn the
English,
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All that uight, while the hostile fleets, ab gunshot dis-
tance from each other, were trying in haste and disorder
to repair the havoc of the last fewr hours, Blake was
riding with his division, under full sail and with streftm-
ing lights, for the scone of action, unaware of the day’s
events, the loss of his old friend Deane, and the doubtful
position of the channel fleet.  All night tl;e‘oﬁicers and
men in the Downs, dispirited at the death of their old
general, watched and waited anxicusly for the signals of
the Sea King. The summer morning dawned carly, but
no trace of his comiing could he descried ou the horizon.
Fortunately, Tromp was =paware that Blake was expected:
iz the course of the day, helieving him too fur north to
be recalled; and lie spent the precidus hours of the
morning in o series oi shilful movemer(s intended to
recorer the weather-gagh s but, owing ‘o a suwken eploy,
hie was unsuecessful in his attempt. and about .woon hie

iw o flects svere agim Vicowe range o e goeal quns,

Che T v r e T iy e ) consens, o the
point «he, adetased the nigie be orc: T ovas
wamtioned o e bot peithers party eould elaim
ar advantioe » woth v til the expested squadron
bave in-“ghr Barly © Le afternvon high ab e the din

of Daetle can Praate | theesed it o 5 Phider-clap
cloaves the o BN aar off oud and maia o o olorm,
the explosivns o b tervible arudr oy cere heuwrd Dy
the anxious and cveitea scuem on 'he 'ufchmat’s rear
sad flank @ and the wound <of carnage roused them
Like a suddcn inspivation  Voung Robert Blake was
the first to engage the enemy - he broke {through the
Duteh line. and was reecived with iremendous cheers
from the sailors of the linglish fleet, to whom he
brought proof of their great commtander’s arvival on
the scene of action. At four o’clock the buitle ended
aud the rout began,  Tromp fought with the energy of
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despair; hut nothing could stand against the impetuous
onsct. The men of the Brederode, stung to madness
by the crics and reproaches of their Adwiral, boarded
the Vice-admiral—the James—but were repulsed by
Penn’s crew, who entered the Brederode with them,
gaired possession of the quarter-deck, and would pro-
bably have cupturced the ship, had not Tromp, resolved
not to fall' alive into Bnglish bands, thrown a light
into the powder-magazine, and caused an explosion which
sent the upper-deck and the gallant boarders who oceu-
pied it into mid air—the planks shivered into a thousand
splinters=the men horribly scorched and mutilated.
By a miracle Tromp himself was scarcely burt; but a
report of his deuth spread throngh the fleet, and many
of his disheartened captains turned and fled. De
Ruiter and De Witt exerted the.nselves in vain.  After
his “marvellous eseape, Tromp quitted the disabled
Brederode for a fast-sailing frigate, in which he flew
through the flect 4o assure the sailors of his safety,
encouraging th’c brave, threatening the waverers, and
firing on the Timid as they fled. Bubt & was now tno
late: the day was irrecoverably lost, and the brave old
sailor at last and with stern relactance gave his sanction
to the order for retreat.  As the ilight became general,
a fresh gale sprung up to favour the pursuit. Alowing
the enemy no panse, the English admirals pressed hotly
on their rear, sunk many of their ships, eaptured several
others, and would have dgsiroyed the entire armament
had they been favoured with two more hours of daylight.
But favoured by a dark night, Tromp sought shelter
in the road before Ostend, and the next day escaped
with the remnant of his fleet into Weilingen. Blake
and Monk had to rcport that among their capturos they
counted 1350 Dutch prisoners, including six cupi.uns,
Verburg, Schellinger, Laurenée, Duin, TFicterez, and
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Westorgo: cleven men-of-war, inclnding a viee-admiral
and two rear-admirals ; two water-hoys and one fly-boat.
The other asceriainabl® losses of ,the enemy ineluded
siv men-of-war sunk, two blown up and one burnt. In
the JYinglish fleet they counted 126 men slain and 236
wounded, Several of their ships had their bows'shot
away, and the masts and rigging of many others were
shattered or destroyed. ' -

Intelligence of this great defeat threw the United
Provinces into a ferment. The mob rose in various
Lowns, deposed the magistrates, and accused the govern-
ment of incapacity and treason. The admirals offeredr to
resign their commissions. Tromp told the Deputies of
the States ihat it was impossible to fight the islanders
any longer, unless their fleet could be reinforeed by a
areat number of large ships; and De Ruiter bold'y dedared
that he would'go to sca no more with such a fleet as they
then possessed.  In the Assembly of the States, De Witt
spoke the truth still more clearly’ out:—¢ Why,” he
said, “should I keep silence any longer? I am here
hetore my sovercigns; I am free to speak :—and I must
say that.the English are at present masters both of us
and of the xeas.” This was the opinion of the well-
informed in both countries. The naval power of Hol-
land was for the time completely broken, and the final
battle of the war hazarded and last two months later,
was bul an- expiring effort made with erippled means and
under circumstances of the greatest discouragement.
The condition of the Dutch flag-ship was little worse
than that of their navy throughout :—* The Brederode,”
says Tromp, in his report to the States-General, “has
reccived several shots between wind and water; and
tholgh we have had her caulked as twell as possible, she
still leaks so fast, that last night, iu"spite of all our
pumps, the water gained on us above five feet in
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height : till the present time we have contrived to keep.
her above water ; but if after all we find our labour lost,
wo shall be obliged:to run her ashore.” TUnder these
‘cireumstances the States began to think of peace, and a
vesscl carrying a white flag was sent with an agent on
board; who wag instructed to go to London to prepare
the way for two fresh ambassadors fully empowered to
arrange the prelnmnmwﬂ of atreaty.

Though it kept the sca, the Fnglish fleet was in
searcely better condition than that of the enemy. After
sending the wounded men on shore at Tpswich, where
ho*pltnls had been prepared for their reception, with
strict orders that every care should be taken of their
wounds, and overy comfort afforded them during the
promoqs of their recovery,—Blake pursucd the flying
cnemy, ke2ping his great ships out at sca to avoid ’thv
shonls and sand-banks, but running his frmath close in
land and scouring every bay and inlet. His objects
were, to place the 'coast of Holland from the Zwin to
the Texel in a sfate of blockade—to intercept and destroy
the Dutch trade— to hinder the herring-bnsses and
whaling-boats from going out on the usual summer voy-
age—and to keep the fleet closed up in the Texel and’
prevent its junction with that vefitting in the Weilingen ;
and having determined on his plan, he collected such of
his ships as appeared to be unable to remain at sea for
somo wecks to come, and sent them back to England
with the prizes, himsclf remaining with the other portion
of his fleet jn the Dutch waters, capturing stray ships
and holding the iung chain of towns and ports between
Ostend and the Ems in a state of perpetual alarm and
irritation, His letters written at this time from before
the Texel and the Vlie show with how wide a range of
obstacles he had to contend, and add new elements
to the admiration excited by his victorious career. Five
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days nfter the battlo he writes to the Board of Admi-
ralty :—

“ GENTLEMEN,—Since ours of the Gth present, we arc
got between the Texel and the Vlie, where we shall exi-
deavour to hinder any men-of-war coming out from thence
to make a conjunction with the Dutch flect now*at the
Weilingen, as well as hinder their fishing and merchan-
dising trade so near as we can.

“The ships sent for England with the Dutch prizes,
of which you had an account in our last, we do desire
they may he refitted and sent unto us so soon as possibly

"vou ean, and that the Commissioners of the Navy may
be sent unto, to give ovder for as much victuals and
water to be put on board them as‘they ean well stow,
also that so many other ships with vietuals and water as
can be got ready in f‘hi.lt time may come along gwith,them,
and for those victualling and water-ships now with us,
we shall use our best endeavours bo get it out as fast
as we can, and dispose of it to cdch ship according to
their necessity so far as it will go, and then send them
hack for recrnits, whereby the charge of hiring more
'ships for that service may be saved; but as yet we have
not had timne.

.“We do desire that two or three of the best-sailing
frigates may be hastened to us with powder and shot,
which is our great want.- .

“ We have sent orders to all those ships and vessels
in Yarmouth road to repair unto us with all expedition, and
do desire that for the future nmo more ships-of-war or
others may be sent thither, but that they ropair into the
Zwin,.where we shall send to them and for them as the
segvice requires.

“We would gladly know certafaly what quantity of
victuals there lies now ready at Iluﬂ, Yerinouth, and

Harwich upon any oceasion. ‘
" .
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« Tt is supposed as soon as the enemy is in a capacity
to show his head, he will endeavour to attempt somewhat
npon onr own coast ; but we hope you will take carc that
he may be preveuted, and if he shall come again and
shoot into Dover pier, that you will not be much startled
at it, $hough we assure you there shall be nothing want-
ing in us to hinder him in that or any thing else that may
disturb the peace of this Commonyealth, so far as the
Tord shall enable us.

“We do desire all diligence may be used to supply
us with scamen,,and that the first ships that come may
bring as many with them as they ean.  We are,” &e.

Next day he wrote again, complaining that the ships
were in very bad cCadition and much in want of powder
and shot. But supplies came in slowly. Wunt and
sickness inereased day by day. ©n the 12th he again
wrote :

“ The 11th presept came many lciters of yours to our
hands, several of them, bearing dete in May last, are du-
plicates of some we formerly reccived, and have already
answered as to “the, material things therein. The same
day also came Colonel Gofle, Major Bourne and Captain
Hatsell, and seven ships-of-war, with eleven victuallers
and water-ships in their company. What their lading
particularly is we cannot as yet give you an accourt;
but so soon as it comeg to our hands, we shall communi-
cate it unto you, which we hope will be by the next;
only thig we have in general, that there are 140 barrels
of powder in the Samuel merchant, and 172 in the Jolm
and Katherifie (besides a quantity of shot) over and
above their proportion; also 700 soldiers, which might
have been serviceable unto us had care been taken to
have sent hedding and cloths along with them, accordthg
to your resolutionfs at Chatham in that particular, which
we hoped would have been adhored to; for want whereof
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they are likely to occasion much sickness amongst us,
instead of answering your expectations.

. “As soon as we have disposeds of the victuals now
come to us, we shall send the ships that brought it bach
again with what speed we can, that they may be recruited
and returned to us; and wo hope you will usc all dili-
wence for the hastening back the ships we, sent into the
river as a convoy to the Duteh prizes; we having many
ships here will be unfit for service before they get to us,
let them make what haste they can.  We sent the other
day cleven ships and frigates to Harwich to wash and
tallow, aud then to complete three months victuals, ax
also 1o tahg in the ammunition rum.uumg al Yarmouth
for the fleet, and so to return with afi *speed.

“ For those ships and frigates of Captain Badily’s
mlmldron, which we tlinderstand are in a capacity for
service, wanting some men, we desire they may be sup-
plicd and Jastened to us, the rather because we are in-
formed there are eleven or twelve ‘great frigates newly
launched at Amsterdam, Enchuysen, and thereabouts,
which carry fifty guns a piece, besides the ten men-of-
war which came home with the ¥rench fleet. We un-
derstand some hammocks are come in a hoy to Harwich,
for which we have sent, but hear not of the other ncees-
sarics of wood and candles, so often meuntioned unto you,
of which the fleet wants a propection of six weeks to
even with our present victualling. The 10001bs. is now
come in the John and Katherine, and John Poortmans
intcnds to get it aboard to-day, which we Jhope will yet
be scrviceable: for the Cock and Brier which you men-
tion arc on their way towards us; the latter of them we
coyecive may be very useful in her station on the western
coast, and therefore do not deslre'hcr here. We have
desired Mujor Bourne to remain about ilarwich and
Yarmeuth, the better to despatch to us the ships and
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frigates that arve or ghall be sent thither, and such other
vessels with provisions as are necessary for the flect;
aud also 1o m.ﬂintain # constant and mutual correspou-
dence between the Council of State and yourselves with
us. The supply of ammunition you have made unto us,
especiflly of shot, will not answer our present wants in
that bebalf, wherefore we desire the continuance of your
care thercin, that what further quantities ean be suddenly
provided may be sent unto us accordingly.”

Ahout a fortnight later he complained that his storey
ind provisions were all run short ; the becr, he said, was
sout, the bread bad, the butter rancid, the cheese rotten.
'The amount of sickness on board was very great; and
in spite of the ehemy’s present weakness, and the im-
mense advantage of holding them in close blockade, he
expressed ¢ fear that, unless relieved, he would be com-
pelled by want and sickness to return to England. His
own health was bad, the consequence of his negleeted
wound, but of that hé said little. The close of his letter,
in which he hagd described one of his captures, gave
excellent reasous for maintaining the blockade:

“ It hath pleased God this last week,” it ran, “ to
deliver several merchant-ships of the enemy into our
hands, which was thus: Upon the 19th present some of
our frigates, appointed to ply to and again before the Vlie,
metb with eleven sail, which proved to be Duteh ships,
some of them come from the West Indies; and being
ships of force, they fought for some time, but at length
committed themselves to sailing as their securest way ;
whereby five of them escaped, but four are taken, onc
sunk, and another burnt. "In this encounter Captain
Vessey, Commander of the Martin, was slain, whom e
understand hath !eft"n poor widow with a great charge
of children, whose condition we leave to your counpide-
ration. Upon the 22nd some pther of our frigntes met
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about thirty sail more to the northward of the Vlic,
which being ships of no foree endecavoured wholly axn
escape ; but yet eleven of them wgre taken and some of
the remainder scattered, and the rest got into port ; two
of these came from Sweden laden with guns, all new,
whereof two are brass, and most of them carrying adullet
from 24lbs. weight to twelve, as we are informed, which
we hope will be as seasonable for us as for them, had
they escaped; there were no more amongst them had
any guns but these two, the rest are richly laden for the
most part; they are not all come into the flecl as yet;
when they are, we shall seud them in under the conwoy
of such ships as arve leasl umeful, also such sick and
wounded men as are not fit to be k&t on board; upon
whose arrival in Lea road, whither we shall order them,
we do desire speedy ditections may be given goneerning
them a8 may stand with the good of the service, We
intend also (it the Lord will) to malse a trip over with
the whole fleet upon the English shore, to sec them out
of danger, and then to return with what speed we can,
leaving in the meantime so many of the best frigates we
have to lie between the Dogger Bank and the Riff, to
intercept the enemy’s ships of trade expected home. We
carnestly desire you will hasten unto us as many clean
ships a8 you can, apprehending more service might be
done than mow is, had we a cousiderable number of
them ; also that you would send to Major Bourne that -
thoso ships now tallowing at Harwich may be expedited
tous,

*“ Wo still continue before this place, sometimes al an
anchor, at other times under sail.”

One more extract from this correspondence will com-
_blete the dreary picture of this vxcﬁonous fleet, and will
bring down the story of the war to the pomt vwhere Blake
wag compelled by illness to go on shore:
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“Since our last, wherein we acquainied you with
our resolutions to sail with the main body of the fleet
for Sowle Bay, we have had Dblowing weather for ihe
most part, whereby we were driven to leeward as far as
Flanborough lcad ; but arc now, through the goodness
of Géd, come thus far on our way, and hopc to get info
the place of rcnduvous thix night, or to-morrow morning
ab furthest, where all diligence shall be used to accom-
plish the end of our coming thither ; and thercfore desire
that what victualling ships and others can be seni from
London within «the time limited for our staying upon
this coast, may be expedited to us, and we have written
to Major Bourne in the like manner for such provisions
as can be sent ulwo us from Yarmouth and Harwich.
Our men fall sick very fast every day, having at present
on Dbpard, this ship upwards of ‘cighty sick men, and
some of them very dungerously, which we hear is gene-
rally through the ewhole fleet alike, proportionable to
the number of meir on board, so that we shall be
constrained to send a considerable number unto Tpswich
for their recovery ; avhere there is room enough for them
and good accommodation, as we understand by a leticr
from Dr. Whistler lately come to our hands, to whom

“we have writben that special care might be taken of
them, and suitable provision made for them, according
to their conditions ; aied do desive a considerable number
of scamen may be sent unto us with what expedition
you can, or else it is apprehended we shall Le very
weakly mannped, to do service anmawerable to what iy
cxpected from us, ’

“We have this morning sent away the Worcester
frigate for Chatham, being very foul, and wanting a new
foremast; which t})ulﬁ not bo supplied here. We should
have ordered him to stay in Iiea roud o receive your
digections, but that we apprchended much time would
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be lost that way, being appointed to make his repair
unio the fleet with all expedition. The captain of her is
a godly and valiant man, whom, with Captain Newbery,
commander of the Entrance, we do especially recommend
for two of the best frigates now a building, which if you
shall approve of and appoint unto, we shall deliver them
commissions upon notice given. 'We hope you do not
forget to send us paper and canvass for cartridges, with
a considerable quantity of old junk for wads, our neces-
sity in this particular having been several times made
kuown unto you. There are two honest captains more
whom we desire to recommend untv you for removes
into some of the new frigates now a building, with good
strength, viz.. Captain Brage in {hé Marmaduke and
Captain Hermon in the Welcome ; they are already in
ships of good force biit slow sailers, and o gpprebend
they would do more and Detter service if better pro-
vided. 'We carnestly desive you wild send down to us
as much victuals as will completd us to the last of
September, it you can, or else the quantity of butter,
chucse, and bread that was lost in dhe Golliott hoy, of
which we gave you an dccount already, being much in
want thercof. e also desire you will hasten unto us
what clean ships and frigates you can from Tondon, for
want whereof so much service cannot be done as other-
wise might be.” .

Next morning the flect put in, and Blake was carried
on shore more dead than alive, leaving Monk, Penn and
Lawson on board to carry out and complete his plan for
the final reduction of 1lolland.

One moroe blow, and all was over. Taking advantage
of the temporury abscnce of the blockading fleet, the
Dutch squadrons of the Texel and Weilingen put to sea
and eflected a junction with cach other vn the south
coust ; bui their shattered power was no louger capable
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of bearding their powerful enemy, aud when the English
admirals hove in sight at the close of the month, they
cudeavoured by flight to avoid another battle. Ienn
and Lawson won their brightest laurels in this tinal con-
flict with Tromp, Evertz and De Ruiter. The fighting
began at dusk; but night soon parted the combatants.
Next day a Heavy gale and thick dirty weather pre-
vented a reriewal of the action. On the third day tho
last shot was fired. The aged and able Admiral of
1lolland received a musket-ball in his heart; and after
his death the captains of his fleet fled away, the English
for,the first and only iime in that war pursuing the
fugitives without merey, as the ruthless Monk had com-
manded them t¢ give no quarter. They made no
prisoners ; they killed all who fell in their way; and
atter a fey hours the contest becime a massacre rather
than a battle. The States-General, now thoroughly
humbled, sent ambassadors to sue for peace; the nego-
ciations were carril on withou® further interruption ;
and early in the following spring a treaty was magle in
which they formally conceded to England the honours
of the flag—agreed to banish the royalist exiles from
ITolland—gave the East India Company compensation
for its losses—settled a sum of money on the heirs of
their Amboyna victims—and made amends to the English
traders who had suffered in the Baltic.

In modern times there had been no maritime war to
compare with this Duteh war, either as to the genius
of the combatants, the interests at stake, or the miagni-
tude of the ‘operu’ions conducted. Iun less than iwo
ycars the English Sea-General and his officers had,
according to our own computations, captured or destroyed
seveuteen hundred Butch ships; the Hollanders chem-
selves admitted that they had lost more than eleven
hundred vessels, Twenty mopths of naval war with
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Tingland cost the States-General more money than they
had expended during the twenty years war so gloriously
waged against Spmn

Honours and decorations awaited the successtul
adwirals in England. The Council of State proposed
that Parlinment should order two gold chains, eaeh of
800Z. valu¢, 10 be made and-presented to'the two sur-
viving gencraly, Blake and Monk. Two Jther chaius,
valued at 1007 each, were given io Penn and Lawson.
Tour chains of 407 cach were presented to ihe four
flag-officers.  Rewards and promotions.fell to the lot
of many of the inferior officers,  Penn was raised to the
rank of Sca-Gteneral in the place of Deane.  Lawson
wus made Vice-admiral.  CaptainZadily —who had
recently fought and lost the battle of Porto Longone,
the only event of any ifaportance which had oegurred in
the Mediterranean during the Dutch war-—was made
Rear-ndmiral at the same time. A sum of 10407 was
voted for meduls. Boufires were lighted in all public
places, and most conspicuously on Tower Hill. A day
of generul thanksgiving, as usual wigh fhe Roundheads
after a great victory, was appoinied. But all this time
Blake lay at home in a dangerous fever, and only heard
the public exultation at his success through the ocea-
sional cchoes which, in spite of medical precautions,
came to disturb the ropose of a ciak rovm.
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CILAPTER VI

THE MEDITERRANEAN.

4]

Dunixe the remainder of the summer months of 1653,
it is ab Jeast probable that Blake lay sick at Kuoll, a
country-house atthched to an estate which he had pur-
chased about two miles from Bridgwater. Tever, of «
slow, hut obstinate character, arising in the first instanee
from his neglected wound, combined with other ail-
wents, including dropsy and scurvy, then common to all
men leading a sca-faring life-—to lay him for awhile
completely prostrate. But a land diet, gentle exercise
and his uative aic gradually produced.a change for the
better in his condition. Knoll was at all times a favou-
rite retreat. When absert from his political and pro-
fessional dutics, it was his delight to run down 'to
Bridgwater for a few days or weeks, and with his
chosen books and one or two devout and abstemious
friends to indulge in the luxuries of scclusion. He
was by nature sel{-absorbed and taciturn, A long walk,
dluring which he appeared to his simple neighbours to
be lost in profound thought, as if working out in his
own mind the details of one of his great battles, or -husy
with some abstruse point of Puritan theology, usually
occupicd his mornitlg. If uccompanied by one of his
brothers or by Some other intimate friend, he was still
for the most part silent. Good-humoured always, and
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enjoying sarcasm when of a grave, high class, he yet
never talked for tho sake of hearing his own voice, or
encouraged others so to employ thejr time and talents
in his presence. Even his lively and rattling brother
Ilumphrey, his almost constant companion when on:
shore, caught, from long habit, the greaf man’s ‘con-
templative manner; and when his {riends rallied him
on the subject in after-years, he used to ﬁay that he
had caught the trick of silence while walking by the
Admiral’s side in his Jong morning musings on Knoll
hill. A plain dimner satisfied his wants. Religious
conversation, reading and the details of business, geiec-
rally filled up the evening until supper-time; after
family prayers, always pronounced by the Gieneral him-
self, and a frugal supper, he would invariably call for
his cup of sack and a dry crust of bread, and whilg he
dravk two or three horns of Canary, would smile and
chat in his own dry manner with his friends and domes-
ties, asking minute questions about their neighbours and
acquaintance ; or when scholars or clergymen shared his
-simple repast, affecting a droll anxiety, rich and pleasani
in the conquecror of Tromp, to prove by the aptness
and abundance of his quotations that, in becoming an
admiral, he had not forfeited his claim to he considered
a classie,

During the whole period of this recovery he was in
constant communication with his colleagues the Sena-
Generals and with the Navy Commissioners. ‘When
his commission expired, it was agum renewed ; and nob
an order of any consequence was given in that branch
of ihe public service on which his opinion was not first
tnkou. His brother Humphroy was named, with Joln
Spafrow, Richard Hill, Robert Tarpin and Richard
Blackwall, a Commissioner for the cohderination and
sale of prizes,—an extremely responsible and lucrative
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office. In October he entered the House for the first
time since his election. The House was deeply moved ;
and the speaker, by command, returned him’ the {hanks
of the nation for his splendid services. In Decomber an
Act of Parlininent named a new list of Lords Commis.
sionérs of the Admiralty, at the head of which his name
appeared. A few wecks later, thongh still suffering
from ill-health, and lamed for life by his late wound, he
returned to active service, going on board the Swiftsure
at Spithead, with the new Sea-General Penn, whose plain
good sense anc. wide range of nautical information were
of* use to him in his high station.

The Dutch negociation was not proceeding so rapidly
as could have becén wished; the ambassadors, with the
proverbial slowness of their nation, dallying with the
English »laims, he determined to Dbring them to the
point at once by an active rencwal of hostilities, no truce
having been entered into by the two powers. Ile had
also some accounts ‘to settle with the Brest privateers,
that port having lately grown into another Dunkirk.
Spreading out his winter guard, he closed up the south
entrance of the Channel, and spent most of his time- in
daily chase of such adventurous craft as dared to try the
narrow seas in preference to the long voyage round the
Orkney Islands, until the treaty with Holland was
actually signed and‘ratified by the two governments.
‘With this result he was extremely pleased. Though
his highest renown had been gained in the Dutch war,
that war had never met with his private approval.
Holland, like England, was a Protestant State, and it
galled him to think that the two guardians of, free
thought and reformed religion should be wasting pach
other’s power, whxle Poplsh Spain looked haughtily on.
A war against that empire was his passion by day, his
dream by night ; like a true (Puritan, he suspected and
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hated the Spaniards as the real children of Anti-Christ;
and could he have chosen, he would have waged nonc
but anti-Popish and anti-piratical wars. When he went
on board the Swiftsure, he carried in his pocket instruc-
tions from the Council of State to lie at the entrance of
Brest harbour and prevent ingress or egress, until “satis-
faction was obtained for the injuries done to English
commerce ; but on consulting pilots and captains well
acquainted with the coasts of Bretagne, he found that
the strong westerly winds generally blowing there would
render it extremely hazardous for vessels to attempt to
rvide near the shore. e thercfore stationed a part® of
his squadron at convenient points, 1o waich and overawe
the depredators, while the main hody kept out at sea in
search of the ITollanders.

The progress of the Dutch treaty had put en cxd to
the necessity for n winter campaign. The colleagues
returned to London; and Blake weat down to Bridg-
water in o new character, the formidable Sea-General
being suddenly transformed into a cqmmissioner for
purging the churches of England, Puritan, Independent,
Presbyterian, and all other, of ignorant, scandalous and
inefficient pastors. From the cockpit of a man-of-war
ho passed into the chapter-houses of Somersetshire,
enrrying that stern and resolute spirit of reform into his
new sphere of action which had %ready made him so
conspicuous at the Navy Board.

For the moment, the active part of his professional
carecr seemed about to close; and a new wqrld of public
duties was opening before him, when government, having
ils own reasons, public and private, for wishing to
keqp him and his comrades at a distanco from Loudon,
commenced the outfit of a new expedition, which
occupied the summer months of 1654. Cromwell kept
the objects of his naval armament a mystery, though it is
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probable that Blake was in the seerct. Tn May lie left
the flect in the Downs and went up to London, where
we find him dining, with Cromwell. From this time
until September, when the first squadron sailed, the
dockyards were alive with preparation. Of course, it
was soon noised abroad that the islanders were fitling
out o new fleet; but the scrvice on which it was to he
employed —the commanders to whose skill and fidelity it
would be entrusted—could only be surmised by friend
or foc. France and Spain, constrained by the late issue
of events to think with lIess scorn of the new Common-
wealth, waited with anxiety the fall of the thunderbolt.
The war which had long raged between these European
powers, exhausting both countries without producing a
decided preponderance in either, vendered the friend-
ship ,of England, now mistress at sea, of the utmost
importance.  That the armament now preparing was
intended to take a part in the contest was assumed on
all sides:—but into which scale .vould the swords of the
Sea-Gtenerals be thrown?  Causes of dissatisfaction,
general and special, were not wanting with either
country. Spain as the great Catholic power, was the
natural enemy of Puritan England. Its commercinl
system was prohibitive, and thercfore opposcd to the
interests of our merchants and manofacturers. Tis
arrogance offended onr national pride. The favour it
had shown to Prince Rupert and the revolted fleet
during the doubtful fortunes of the Commonwealth, was
neither forgotten nor forgiven. France, on its part, had
afforded an asylum to the royal cxiles, had allowed its
subjects to attack the merchants of the Channel, had
interdicted the importation of English silks and woollens,
and without an opert declaration of war, the private and
national cruiscrd of the two states had long carried
letters of marque mgainst cach other. Up to the close
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of the Dutch war, England had favoured the cause of
Spain as against I'rance. Agents of that state had been
allowed to recruit their armies in reland, and the suc-
cours so raised had enabled them to reducc Gravelines
and invest Dunkirk. At a critical moment Blake had
eaptured the relief-guard under the Duke of Venddme,
and caused the loss of this stronghold. Either party, there-
fore, might be struck and both feared the blow. But
the urgent inquiries of the two crowns as to the object
of the new armament were cvasively answered by Crom-
well, and no one could tell in what quarter the storm
would burst. .. .

® Meanwhile the work of equipment was carried on
throughout the summer and antumn months. As the
ships got ready for sea, and the plans of the govern-
ment came to maturity, the fleet was dividedginte two
grand divisions : the first, entrusted to Blake, consisted of
the flag-ship St. George, carrying sixtysguns and 350 men,
and twenty-four sail of ships, carrying altogether 4100
men and 874 guns ; the second, placed upder Penn, con-
sisted of the flag-ship Swiftsure, and thirty-seven other
ships, besides two ketches, one hoy, and one dogger-boat,
the whole carrying 4410 scamen and 1114 guns. On
board the latter squadron about 3000 soldiers were also
placed, with General Venables at their head. Captain
Robert Blake went out with his wncle; Captain Benja-
min Blake, restored to his former rank, commanded the
(Houcester, of 54 guns, in Penn’s division.

Towards the close of the year 1654 theso mysterious
armaments sailed from the Solent with sealed orders, the
smaller squadron passing by Brest towards the south of
Eugppe, the: stronger bearing away into the Atlantic,
as if bound for the Isle of Barbadoed'; leaving the minds
of men, not only in England, but on the Coutinent, in

a state of profound uncertginty as to their ultimate aims.
: ) o
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At first popular opinion inclined to believe that a great
DLlow was to be struck at France ; and this belief was
fostered by the arts of the wily cardinal then ruling the
destinies of that country. Every day rumours were
spread of an approaching rupturc between the two
powers, and a,body of troops was sent down to Dieppe,
ns if to repel an expected invasion in that quarter.
Public belief was mystified by Cromwell and Mazarine ;
it was commonly reported that Blake, with his entire
division, was about to entor the servico of Spain, and
the price at which this powerful aid had been puwr-
chised was actually named. Many weeks -elapsed
before Europo learned the real nature of this armel
demonstration.

The secret aim of the government was to deala blow at
the pride_and power of Spain. Though the expedition
had other objects, this was its paramount purpose. Euvy
of her colonial wewlth, hatred of her religion, and impa-
tience of her narrow views of commerce, combined with
the recollection, of ancient and unredressed wrongs of a
political kind to give popularity to a war against Spain.
Blake, with his flying squadron, was to watch the ports
and rivers of that country, to intercept ships entering
or leaving them, and, if possible, to cut off all communi-
cation between Madrid and the West Indian Islands;
while Penn and Venables, after raising a large additional
force at Barbadoes and other English settlements in
those seas, were to make an attempt; on Hispaniola and
San Juan, or, failing these, on the mainland of South
America, between Oronoco and Porto Bello. The con-
ception of this double campaign was masterly; Blake
holding the mother country in a state of profound isola-
tion, while Penn and Venables invaded and cuptured her
distant colonies. Had it been executed with vigour and
precision, it is more than probable that England would
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have founded an empire in South America as well as in
the North.

During the few weeks which mugt necessarily elapse
hefore Blake's co-operation would be required in this
service—no war being as yet declared against Spain, nor
any intimation afforded that the West Indig squadroh was
directed against her possessions—he undertook to scck
redress for minor and ore miscellaneous wronns Our
traders still suffered from the privateers of Brest and
Toulon. The Duke of Guise threatened an invasion of
Naples, which it was thought due to English interests to
impede, and, if possible, prevent. IRovers from Salce,
Tunis, Tripoli, and Algiers, then and ]ong afterwards the
pests of European commerce, had rocently captured and
sold into slavery several crews of our merchantmeh.
The Commonwealth had also cause of offence agains$ the
Grand Duke of Tuscany, who had supported the revolted
flect, and allowed Rupert to sell his psizes in the port of
Leghorn. The Knights of Malta too, equally zealous
against hereties and infidels, had piraticgily seized some
Bnglish ships., All these wrongs, saffered during the
troubles on land, he had a roving commission to inquire
into, rectify and redress; his powers being to that end
as vague and extensive as the work to be done was novel
and undefinable. )

Early in December, his squadron anchored in Cagdiz
road. He was received, not only by the Spanish autho-
rities, but by captains and officers of all nations at that
great emporium of trade, with extraordinary demonstra-
tions of respect. The English residents crowded the
beach, eager to catch a glimpse of their renowned coun-
tryjpan. A Dutch admiral, lying there with his fleet,

_lowered his flag in honour of the re® crgss. One of our
tonders, parting from the fleet, fell i with a Brest

ndmiral, on hisaway with geven ships-of-war <o join the
- ‘0%
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Toulon fleet, fitting out to cover the operations of ihe
Duke of Guisc and check the movements of the English
in the waters of Italy and France; but on learning that
it belonged to the English squadron then at Cadiz, the
Frenchman sent for the captain into his cabin, told him
he was at liberty to return, invited him to drink Blake's
health in a cup of Burgundy, and ordered a salute of
five guns to be fired in his honour. The. renown of
Blake’s exploits had gone before him to the warlike
ports and towns of Barbary; and some Algerine cruisers,
having a number of English captives on board, brought
tham as presents to appease his wrath. Every prince
and people in the south who had insulted or outraged
the Commonwealtn’ tearned to tremble at his approach.
In his imagination the Grand Duke of Tuscany already
heard the thunder of his canndu booming across the
waters of Leghorm. The terrified Pope gave orders for
a sulemn processien, and the sacred Host was exposed
for forty hours, to avert the threatening calamity from
the dominions of the Church.

As peace had not yet been ratified between France
and England, the Brest admiral, finding Blake's ships
at the enirance of the Straits of Gibraltar, feared
to attempl a passage in presence of so uncertain a
friend, and fell back with his rcinforcement to Lisbon,
Meanwhile news reaghed Cadiz that the fleet of the
Duke of Guisc was still at Naples; and the English
immediately weighed their anchors and passed the rock
of Gibraltar under full sail, making their course directly
for the southern limb of Italy. When they arrived at
Naples, the Duke was gone; but whether into the Gulf
of Venice, or that of Genoa, they could not learn from
any trustworthy source. 'What appeared to bo the best
accounts descrifed him as having sailed for Leghorn ;
and as soon a8 the fleet had taken in jread and water,
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Blake quitted the Bay of Naples—where he had reccived
cvery kindness from the people,—and followed in pursuit
of his cnemy along the Papal coast, not ill pleased at
the idea of making Anti-Christ tremble in the midst of
his altars and palaces. The alarm of the Holy Clty was
extreme. Many of the rich citizens fled away from
Rome. Some buricd their wealth in secpel places—
others carried their cffects, for greater safety, into the
Umbrian Appenines.  Traing of monks paraded the
slreets in penitential garb, and new works were hastily
raised about the chapel of Loretto to preserve it from
pillage.  'When the cause of all this ferment arrived
with fourteen sail in sight of the tow ers of Leghorn, he
sent his seeretary on qlmu, to desire instant redress from
the Grand Duke for the owners of all vessels which had
heen scized and sold In his territories by lepert and
Maurice, fising the money value of these various injurics
at the sum of 60,0000. sterling. "Bhe Duke hesitated
and protested ; but on finding the Sea-General urgent
aud inflexible in his demand, he offered, to pay down a
part of the money, and to confer with his friend and
ally, the sovereign Pontift, about the residue. Blako
replied, that the Pope had nothing to do with the matter,
and that he expected the Grand Duke would at once
pay down the entire sum. This peremptory message
brought down thirty-five thousand® Spanish pistoles and
twenty-five thousand Ttalian, together with information
that somc of Rupert’s piratical seizures had been dis-
posed of in Romdn ports. This informatign was peeu-
liarly acceptable to Blake, who sent an officer to Rome °
with o demand for reparation. Doubts, equivocations,
and refusals followed on the part of the newly-elocled
Pontiff, Alexander VII. But remdnstrances and sup-
vlications were idle; the right was clear; the power to
cnforce it was at hand ; and ultimately the Pop’s fiscal
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was obliged to pay down to the herelies iwenty thou-
sand pistoles :—~probably the ouly money ever brought
from Roman coffers to cnrich the public trcasury of
England.

Ever mindful of the religious interests of his country-
men,the Sea-Gieneral wrote a letter to the Grand Duke
of Tuscany, urging him to permil the Protestants of
Fngland and other countrics, whom pleasure or business
might induce to settle in his dominions, full liberty to
follow their own form of worship—a privilege not then
formally conceded by any Catholic power in the South,
theugh Jews, Greeks and Armenians, were all permitied
the open exercise of their religion at that very timoe in
Florence. No threat accompanicd this request; but
the imposing power of the Conimonwealth and the
marvelloys successes of Grustavis Adolphus in Poiand,
roused the fears of evon the least tolerant of the Italian
prinees, and the Puke rather deferred than denied the
request of tho bold heretie, alleging as his excuse for
dc]ay, the want of precedent for such a concession
in any Catholic ceuntry. Blake contented the English
residents in Klorence and Leghorn by a promise that,
on his return to England, he would urge the govern-
ment to adopt mcasures for cﬂ'cctmg their object.
Other business now demanded his attention. TFrench
pirate cruisers, reported to bo growing more and more
formidable to our peaceful traders in and abouttho
Balearic Islands, required a check; he therefore sent the
Laugport and three other frigates to ply between Capo
Palos and Majovca. Intelligence also reached him io
the effect that a general rendezvous of the Moslem
flects had been ordered by the Grand Seigneur at Tpnis
on an affair of greut“moment probably with a view to an
attack on Venice or some other Christian state. New
orders likewise came to hand .from London touching the
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Spanish Silver Fleets, then slowly wending their way
from the New World towards Cudiz, which made it
absolutely necessary for him to dgspatch his affairs in
the Moditerranean and sail with convenient haste for the
western const of Spain.

But sickness, foul weather and contrary winds détained
the fleet near Leghorn. Two French vessels from the
Tievant, brought in as prizes, unfortunately communi-
cated plague to their captors. Blake himself was struck
down by this new and terrible disease, and for several
weeks he wns unable to hold a pen.or even dictate
a letter. The winter storms also put the fleet in daily
peril.  On the 19th of January, Blake wrote from Leg-
horn to the Commissioners in Londofl :—* My last unto
you was only a postscript of the 5th January—sent by
the way of Antwerp—2added to a duplicate of my former
of the same, being then under sail bound for Trapani.
Since which time it hath pleased Grod to exercise us with
variety of wind and weathor, and with divers mixed pro-
vidences and strange dispensations never to be forgotten
by us, especially in regard that He hatl been pleased in
them all to rouse His compassion to prevail against His
threatenings, and Iis mercy to triumph over His judg-
ment. The day wo sct sail we had a fair wind at N.E,,
with clear weathor and great hopes of the continuance
thercof, forasmuch as it had boen g long time foul and
stormy before, almost cver since we came into the road.
The noxt day we had the wind at E. and E.8.E,, some-
times at 8.1 and 8.8.E., but not much wind. We were
then engaged among many islands; a place of no small
danger, especially for a fleet. At mo'ht bauling up our
sgils, and it growing calm, we drove upon a sudden
50 near Capua, that if it had not 'plensed God to spring
up o frosh gale in.the very nick, thb ship would have
been in hazard, almosf inevitable of perishing there.
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The Worcester and Tangport were in the same danger
with us, being nearer the shore than we, especially the
Langport, which was,in much less than the ship’s length
of it, being a steep and upright rocky place. The (St.)
Andrew and some others were also in, no small daunger.
But it pleased God wonderfully and in great mercy to
bring us all off in safety without any loss but of an
anchor and cable of the Langport. The next day retain-
ing still some hope of a favourable wind and weather
to carry us on our intended voyage, we kept plying and
turning to windward, and so continued till yesterday
morning, at what (which) time, there being no likeli-
hood of obtaining our first intention, the wind S.8. K.,
blowing very hard and murky weather, we were forced
to bear up for this place; where, although not withont,
much danger in our way, by reason of a shoal and rock
lying under water upon which divers ships have been
wrecked, we arrived yesterday by a most merciful and.
good hand of providence, leading us, as it were, by the
brink of destruction into safety: for which we, in our
gratitude, have grcat cause cverlastingly to pranse the
Lord and Iis wonderful goodness, and to rejoice in these
His salvations with fear and trembling. So we doubt
not, when the papers shall come‘to your hands, your
hearts will likewise be filled with the thoughts of the
same and of His unspeskable love.”

The first day of good weather the flect left Loghorn
road for Tunis, intending to pay a flying visit to Tripoli
und Algiers, after arranging somc open questions with
the -Dey, to impress those formidable corsairs with a
salutary dread of anlish power. On the 8th of Feb-
ruary they afichored in Goletta road, having on the way

ot out a vessel to tecal some frigates formerly left ‘ab
attack Jn waly ; but even before his arnvul on the.
orders likrica, Blake had learged that no gathering of



ROBERT BLAKE, 233

the Barbary powers was likely to take place. Neverthe-
less, thero were accounts to settle with these pirates;
for ycars they had been in the labit of plundering
Tinglish vessels, and carrying English crews into the
interior as slaves. Some of their depredations were quite
recent; aud it was suspected that many Christian cap-
tives lived in their city in all the suffering and degrada-
tion of slavery. War was their charter, its’ spoils their
revenue. The Dutch had tried more than once to make
peace with them, but they would not hear the word :
pirates by birth, education, and policy, they knew no
power but that of the sword, admitted no law but that of
necessity.  The Dey of this warlike and lawless race
hearing ihat the strange people, whdse flag had not
waved in those seas within memory of the oldest Mus-
sulman, inteuded to viit his port and den.ayd repara-
tion for the past, guarantees for the future, formed a
temporary camp of several thousand harse and foot, light-
cned his heavy ships, and drew them in shore under the
guns of his great castles of Groletla and Porto Ferino,
raised a new platform, strengthencd .by‘bntterics along
the inner line of the bay, brought out from the arsenal
his largest guns, and then, with all the pride and confi-
denee of a barbarian, he waited the enemy’s approach.
Wisely considering that wherever the pirate powers
appeared in unusual foree it wowdd be for the honour
and interest of England to be near at hand, Blake, acting -
on the fulsc report of an intended gathering, had made a
somewhat hasty and unprepared appearance before tho
walls of Tunis; he had come to fight or to make a pass-
ing observation, as the case might seem to.require, rather
thap to higgle about terms and conditions, to measure.
words and concoct articles with the®usual tediousness of
diplomacy. For such slow work his fledt waa in no con-
dition. The very sea in, which he rode av large was
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strange and hostile to him'and to his country. England
had then no Malta, Corfu, and Gibraltar as the bases of
naval operations in the Mcditérranean ; on the contrary,
Blake found in almost every gulf and on almost cvery
island of that sca, in Malta, Venice, Genoa, Leghorn,
Algiers, Tunis, and Marscilles, a rival and an enemy.
Hardly could he rely on the shelter of one friendly port.
Most of his supplies had to be obtained from England ;
and there were nol more than three or four harbours,
Naples, Cagliari, and Trapani, for instance, in which he
could obtain a. common (501111110dity such as bread, for
cither love or moncy. Ifoul weather had seriously in-
jured his ships, and the stock of provisions alrcady ran
short ; but being now within sight from the graccful
minarets of the town, it was thought best before retiring,
1o try the cffect of a summons, such as had carried con-
sternation through the palaces of Rome and Ilorence.
An officer was thereforo sent on shore with a letter from
the Admiral to the Pey, giving an account of the recent
seizure by Tunis pirates of the Priucess and some other
Englixh ships, the names and cargoes of which were duly
specified, and concluding with a démand in the name of
the Commonwealth of England for their restitution, to-
gether with the instant rclease of all English captives.
After scveral questions and explanations had passed
between the two powers, Commissioners wore mutually
named to consider theso demands, and they met on board
the flag-ship, the 8t. George. Tho agents of the Dey,
“arofessing the utmost readiness to make peace, would
I’qrtn.ke to respect the flag of hugla.nd in all timos to
qry thut they steadily refused to give up the prizes
% they ams had already acquired. TFinding them puffed

! e, Vessel pnd« in their own strength, the English
b, Vs Sicily } 4 to negotiate, sent somo of his frigates
1. Mrica. Blake .the entranee of the havhour. whilst
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he carried the 8t. Gleorge as closc as he could under the
guns of Porto Ferino, in order to obtain a good view of
.the coast and its mcans of defence. ,A council of officers,
after a long debate, advised an attempt to enter the port
with their whole squadron, and attack the great ships of
the enemy nnder the very embrasures of the castl®; but
on consulting the locker, and finding there a scarcity
hoth of bread and liquor,—only five days’ drink and
fourteen days’ bread,—Blake felt that it would not be
wise to attempt so perilous a service without better
provision. Under these circumstancesshe left Captain
Stayner, one of his most distinguished oflicers, withdthe
Plymouth and five other ships, to keep guard over the
harbour, and if possible prevent thc® pirate fleet from
cscaping to sca, while he sailed with the remuinder of his
lorce to Cagliari, a friendly station on the soyth-cystern
limb of the Island of Surdinia, 1o refit and provision.

At Cagliari Blake found the Langport and the other
frigates which he had sent from Leghorn to the Balcarie
Islands, with & new I'rench frigate in prize and 8000
dollars obtained for the wreck ot a Krench cruiser which
they had captured and run on shore at Majorea. Butb
*Cagliari could not supply bread enongh for the wants of
the English squadron, and tho Sea-General was obliged
to send out vessels in all dircctions in search of this
casential article of diet. The l.mgport and the Diamond
were despatched to Majorca and the Spanish coast for
bread; the Maidstone and the. Hampshire went to
Genoa and tho ports of Northern 1taly for bread ; tho-
Hope was permanently stationed on tho Sardinian coast
to procuro bread; two frigatos were despatched to
Algters for bread or biscuit. The want of these neces-
saries delayed his operations som® weeks; but on the
8th of March, the St. George was once mire. under the

“guus of Porto Ferino, and an English officor was at the
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Dey’s palace irying to induce him to make reparation
and render up the English captives without bloodshed.
Vain of his strength, and confident that Blake had
sailed away on the former occasion from fear of. his
magnificent artillery, the barbarian replied in insolent
termg to every proposal made by this agent. He refused
them the commonest civilities: even permission to take
on board a little fresh water.—“Tell the Dey,” said
Blalke, curling his whiskers in scorn and anger, “{hat
God has given the bencfit of water to all his ercatures;
and for men to deny it’ to each other is equally insolent
and wicked.” —The barbarian replied with defiance.
“IIere,” he said to Blake's officers, ¢ here are our Castles
of Goletta and Porto Terino: do your worst; and do
not think to brave us with the sight of your greab
fleet.”” — A short consultation of the Fnglish captains
took place, and ihe commander laid beforc them his
plan.  “We judged it necessary,” he afterwards wrote
to Secretary Thurloe, “for the honour of the ficet, our
nation and religion, secing they would not deal with
us as friends, to make them feel us as enemies,
and it was therefore determined in a council of war
to endeavour the firing of their ships in Porto Ferino.”

The ‘artillerymen on shore werc at their guns, the
horse way drawn up and the infantry disposed along
the line of the harbour to repel the anticipated attempt
to land, when, to the extreme surprise of the Dey,
the English fleet again drew off, and stood “out 1o
sea without firing a single gun. Gradually the white
sails faded frrmn sight. Night came down, but no
cnemy appenred in the offing. Next day all was silent :
the English fleet had vanished from before their*cycs
like the mirage of tneir own deserts. A sccond day
clapsed, a third, fourth, and fifth, but nothing was seen
of those haughty islanders, of whose courage they had
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heard so mieh in the ports of Italy and Spain. To
the spirit of defiance succeeded o feeling of contempt.
All Tunis believed they bad looked their last on that
famous red cross; by degrees a false sense of security
cropt over the excited corsairs; their watchfulness re-
Jaxed, their ardour melted away; and when <Blake
suddenly returned from Trapanmi—whither he had sailed
for the very purpose of throwing the pirdtes oft their
guard—he found thewm in a less organised'and enthu-
siagtic attitudo of defence, though their means were still
such as an ordinary man would have thqught it madness
to encounter. ) .
Late in the afternoon of April 3d, 1655, the English
flag was once more descried from ihe lowers of Porto
Ierino.  Soon after break of day on the following morn-
ing, without firing a esingle gun, the whole vquadron
rode into the hmbour before a light gale, aud fo the
amazement of the Turkish junizariey aud artillerymen
on shore coully proceeded to drop.anchors within half
musket-range of the great batterics. The English had
preparcd themsclves for a terrible day. * Long before it
was yet light they came on deck, and at a signal from
the 8t. George divine serviee was performed throughout
the fleet in an extremely solemn and impressive manner.
This pious act completed, orders were given to advance,
Captain Cobham, in the Newcas{le frigate, was the first
to gain the corsair harbour; but he was quickly fol-
lowed by the Taunton, Foresight, Amity, Mermaid, and
Merlin, Close in their wake came the great ships, the
St. Andrew, Vice-admiral Badily, first; the Plymouth,
Captain Stayner, second; and the St. George, third.
These and other war-ships stationed themselves directly
in® front of the castles and as mear to them as they
could float. . The boldness of this mévement awed the
stout hearts of the corsairs for a few seconds, but they
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soon recovered, and here and thero a' ready gun
sent its iron contents crashing in amongst the masis
and riggipg. The Dey now gave his final instruc-
tions, and the first broadsides from the English ships
wero answered from the immense park of artillery dis-
played along the shore—not less than a hundred and
twenty guns of large calibre vomiting out death from
their brazen throats at the first discharge. In a short
time the fire of Porto Ferino was made to bear on the
linc of great ships, thesc ficreely replying with their
tremendous broadsides against its solid masonry; and
for two hours the air was torn and the sky obscured by
the incessant volleys of flame and smoke, dense, hot and
sulphurous. At the onsct all the issues of the day
seemed to lie with the artillery. Fortunately, the gale
which in the early morning haé carried the English
fleet into' the harbour, continued to blow during the
battle, throwing volumes of smoke in the faces of the
corsairs and lelping to prevent their cannoneers from
taking aim. On the other side, almost every shot from
the ships told with cffect on the castles, batterics and
platform. Some of the guns were silenced and many
parts of the breastwork were cleared by the cannonade ;
but the conflict was still undecided when Blake made a
new movement, which had been in his mind from the
first, but was not deemed practicable until that moment.
Drafting a number of picked men from each ship, he
Jowered the long boats and sent them, under cover of
the black sky, with instructions to row alongside the -
great corsair vessels, and throw into them a quantity of
lighted brands and torches. One of his favourite officers,
John Stoaks—a man who had served with distinction in
the Dutch war, eommandmg the Dragon in the battle' of
Portland, the Laurel in that of the Texel, and who was
at this time captain of the St. George—was selected for
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tho execution"of this important trust; and he achieved
his perilous task with such consummate address, that in
spite of a galling fire from the musketeers on shore, he
succeeded in effecting a lodgment under the ports of the
huge pirates, and threw into them his burning brands.
The work of destruction was then swift'and awful. * The
whole of the nine great ships-of-war, the naval strength
of the Tunisians, were at once clothed in fire. Even the
aspailants felt cowed at an event so sudden and so
terrible, and the battle almost ceased at the instant, as
if both partics were entranced by the gorgeous spectacle.
The franfic corsairs made many cfforts to stop the pto-
gress of destruction; but wherever the fire appeared to
slacken for an instant, a broadside from one of the
English frigates raked its deck, stirred up the burning
embers, and scattered the daring fellows whog,had,ven-
tared on bonrd. At last the decks were abandoned by
the pirates, and the red glare of the consuming squadron
shot up freely and furiously against tne sky, tinging with
a hot and lurid light a scene which the April sun could
scarcely reach through the artificial pall of battle. In
four hours from the crash of the first broadside, the work
wns done, Thoe pirate ships, so long the terror of peace-
ful traders, were burnt to their very kcels. Tho batterics
on shore were completely silenced, and most of the guns
planted on the raised platform were either damaged or
dismounted. The walls of Goletta aud of Porto Ferino
had been much shaken ; several breaches had been made
in them ; and both strongholds might have ,been carricd
Dy assault had there existed any reason for their capture.
But Blake’s ends had been accomplished in the destruc-
tiog of the fleet. His losses in this celebrated action
amounted {0 no more than twenty-ffve killed and about
forty wounded ; the loss of life on shore, though the men
fought behind breastworks and other cover; must have
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been very considerable, though it was of tourse impos.
sible for the Inglish to obtain an exact account of the
casualties. R

After reading the pirates this tremendous lesson—
to which there was scarcely a parallel in history until
Exmbuth’s splendid bombardment of Algiers in our own
time,—the Euglish squadron sailed for Tripoli on the
same errand ; but the Dey of that place, warned by the
fate of Tunis, received them with every demonstration
of honour and vegard; he acceded with apparent zcal
to their demamrds, and entercd into a treaty to respect
the Commonwealth flag at all times and in &l places,
This summary dealing with the dependent powers of
Turkey brought ‘the governments of London and Con-
stantinople into connexion and correspondence.  Blake
himself seems to have had soe doubts whether his
instructions, vague and ample as they were, would be
held to justify hire in entering the ports of a power with
which his country was not actually at war, and destroying
its fleets and fortifications. Had not the Dey’s haughty
words chafed Lis spirit, it i8 not cerlain that he would
have procceded so far without waiting for fresh instrue-
tions; and as soon as the action at Tunis was over, he
despatehed a full account of the incident 1o Sir Thomas
Bendish, Cromwell’s ambassador at Constantinople, which
that functionary was:desired to lay before the Grand
Vizier should any complaints be made on the subject.
The Turks were then at war with the Venetian Re-
publie, and the destruction of so large a portion of their
fleet by an ex 2my hitherto unknown in the affairs of the
Mediterrancan roused their anger to a high degree; but
the Grand Vizier hesitated to involve himself with a
new and powerful efiemy by any hasty cxpression of his
resentment. - Tanisign agents went to Constantinoplo
to complain of Blake to the Grand Seigneur, They
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attributed tl‘sir inability to defend their fleet and castles
Lo the want of heavier guns; and the government imme-
dialely ordered six picces of brass ordmance of the
Jargest calibre to be despatehed to Porto Ferino. Ben-
dish was led to consider the Grand Vizier sutisfied with
Blake’s explanations ; but the incident was neversheless
a sharp thorn in his master’s side; and for several months
the English traders at Smyrna lived in fetwr of retalia-
tions. Tear or policy, however, prevailed in the divan,
and so long as the formidable Sea-General lived, the
Lnglish residents in the Levant contipued to pursuc
their peacelul enterprises without molestation. .
Atter settling his aftairs at Tripoli, Blakhe ran into
the Adriatic, where the Venetians 1veeived him with
such honours as are given to royal visitors. 1lis late
actions had spoken i the most convincing language
to the able and astute rulers of Venice, aud®they lost
no time in oftering friendship to the jwestern Republic.
On his return towards the Straits of Gibraltar, he again
called at Tunis to inquire if the Dey were prepared to
treat of peace.  la avswer to his firs} sulnmons, a white
flag was raised at the castle of Porto Ferino; and after
some negotiation of a merely technical nature, a treaty
was signed and ratified in terms equally honourable and
advantageous to lingland. The humbled corsair even
consented to allow an English coysular agent to reside
ab his court. A flying visit to the island of Malta
served to teach the proud and unprincipled Templars
some respect for the rights and properties of horetical
Englishmen. These priestly marauders bélieved them-
sclves a serious power in the Mediterrancan; in some
dc;irec they made a pretence of being the guardians and
the arbiters of Catholic Europe. When the expedition
under the Duke of Guise appenred before Valetta, they
haughtily refused to allow it the shelter of their port.
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But tho uncercmonious manner in which Blake bad
exacled reparation from the princes of Italy, and even
Jaid his hapds on Pope Alexander’s own coffers, warned
them that their clerical character would afford them no
protection from the strong arm of English justice, and
they restored.to the lawful owners the spoils of their
warfare against English heretics.

There ouly remaincd Algiers. But force was no longer
necessary in dealing with the great pirate citics; the
blow struck against the system at Tunis had cowed the
corsairs from Tripoli to the shores of Fez and Morocco.
‘Wiien the English squadron stood into the Bay of
Algiers, boldly as if' on « visit of courtesy to a friendly
power, and Blake sent his oflicer, as usual, 1o demand
restitution of property and the liberation of Christian
slaves, the Dey received the messenger with great eivility,
paid a handsome compliment to the English Admiral,
and to show his geod will sent a present of live cattle to
the flcet-—an exirgmely scascnable and politic gitt, which
at once made him popular with the ill-fed seamen. With
regard to the speeific demands of the Admiral he an-
swered with great adroitness, that the ships ard men
captured by his people in times past, whether from the
English or from other nations, had become the property
of private individuals, most of whom had bought them at
full price in open market; that they had been seized during
a period of recognised and inveterate war between Islam
and Christendom, when no treatics existed, and when
therefore none could be broken ; that he could not restore
ithe captives v ithout using violence towards his subjects,
and creating general discontent, if not rebellion in hix
dominions. He urged, moreover, that, considering the
general prevalence of piracy in Earope as well as in
Africn, the English required too much when they de-
manded the unconditional gurrender of his prizes.
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Finally, if tl%se objections should seem to the Admiral
as clear ns they did to himself, he said he would procure
the liberation of all English captiveg then in his country
al a ioderate ransom per head, and enter for himself
and his people into a solemn engagement not to molest
English traders for all time to come, The humbl8 tone
of the pirate prince recommended his argument; a
coutract was therefore made for the ransoh of all the
captives at a lixed price, and the poor wretches were
liberated and sent on board the ships of their deliverers.
Before the fleet sailed from the harbour a noble and
touching incident oceurred, adding one more to the leng
list of ilustrations of the English seaman’s character.
The ships were lying in-shore, not far from the moles
head, when a number of men were observed swhnning
towards them, pursued by several turbaned Moggs in
boats ; and on coming under the bows of our vessels, the
fugitives cried to the sailors in Dutchdo save them from
their Moslem pursuers. Forgetting that only a few
mounths before we had been at war with the Duteh,
regardless of every consideration bayond the humane
instinets of the moment, our sailors helped the poor
wretches to clamber up, when they discovered that
thoy were runaway slaves, and the men in chase of them
their masters.  Here, thon, was a new difficulty! The
Dey claimed the fugitives in virt:%e of the new treaty,
and appcaled to the accepted principle of compensation
for all restored captives. But the idea of giving Dback
Shristian men, even cnemics, from the freedom of an
English man-of-war into the hands of pirates and infidels
was not to be entertained by Puritan sailors. Some one
suggested to his fellows a subseription: how much the
Admiral himself paid into this fuld Le has carefully
conceajed, but cvery seaman in the ﬁeet generously
agreed to give up a dollar,of his wages to buy the poor
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Ilollanders their freedom. A bargain wo{s soon made,
the mouey was paid by the fleet-treasurer, and the
liberated men went home to tell their countrymen this
story of the magnanimous islanders.

Before the cnd of April 1635, Blake had brought his
extraordinary cruise to an end. Tn six monihs he had
established himself as a power in that great midland sca
from which nis conntrymen had been politically excluded
since the age of the Crusades. 1le had redressed with a
high hand the grievances of many years, and had taught
nations to which the very name of Englishman was a
strange sound, to respeet our honour and our rights. The
pirates of Barbary had been chastised as they had never
yet been chastised in history. The petty princes of
Ttaly had been made to feel the power of the northern
Protestants, The Pope himself* had learned to tremble
on his seven hills; and the cchoes of onr guns had
startled the Coyneil-chambers of Venice and Con-
stantinople.  Blako sent home nol less than sixteen
ships laden \\1th treasure, received in satisfaction of
former injurics, or taken by force from hostile statcs.
Some of the Tt .111.m princes sent cmbassies to Loudon to
cultivate ihe friendship of (‘romwell. The representa-
tives of the Grand Duke of Tuscany and the Doge of
Veniee distinguished themselves in these missions by
the splendour of their appointments. The former had
orders to solicit the honour of a present of the Pro-
tector’s portrait, which was painted for his master by
Cooper, and hung in the ducal palace among the choicost
products of Tt.ﬂrm art,
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CITAPTER 1X.-

- NPANISH WAR.

Tk correspondence between Blake and (‘romwell) so
far as it related to the aflaivs of Spain and the course to
be pursucd by the southern fleet, had heen carried on in
vipher, and all the mstructlons sent from T,ondon were
secret.  But the time liad come to throw oft ghe mask.
During the six months consumed in the bold and success-
ful exploits which had established on poth shores of the
Mediterrancan o salutary awe of Fnglish prowess, the
object of the expedition under Penn and Venables re-
mained a profound mystery. Penne himself, when he

sailed from Portsmouth was unaware of the precise
serviece on which his squadron was to be employed, for
his orders were not to open the letter of final instrue-
tions until far enough from Burope to prevent any risk
of their nature transpiring :—a \bry necessary preeau-
tion na the event proved, for that worldly seaman,
already foresecing the downfall of the Commonwealth,
and anxious to secure to himself the gratitude of the
royal Tamily by unexpected and splendid services in their
cause, no soongr found himself at the head of a large
flced than he entered into communication with the exile
court at Cologne, and oftercd to de.scrt with his entire
power from the Commonvwealth, and sail into whatever
port should be named by Charles and kis council. Had
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he known the errand ou which he avas abmtt to proceed,
he would unquestionably Lave told the Stuarts, who, in
their turn, would haye eagerly seized the opportunity of
strengthening their ‘intervests at Madrid hy forwarding
such a picee of state intelligence. On the reecipt of it,
thore”is no mrason to believe that Philip 1V. would
have rofusod any longer to grant the use of one of hix
harbours in‘the Tow Countries for the ru_cptlon of the
revolters, But having uno port to receive so large a
fleet—nor any means of supporting if, cxcept piracy,—
from which he*was perhaps warned by the mysterious
fatt of his cousin Maurice, (‘harles declined the trai-
torous offer, and desired the Admiral to reserve his
loyalty for some Tappier season. The expedition there-
fore sailed on its unknown voyage ; and it was not until
late in the spring of 1653 that mews arrived in Europe
from the west relating the particulars of an attack made
by Penn and Vensbles on the greab ql)ﬂllisll settlement
of Hispaniola.

The iden of p sceret expedition 1o invade an island
possessed by a power against which war had not been
declared, would be cxcessively offensive to modern no-
tions of public hononr. But in Cromwell’s time the peace
of Burope was not fixed on certain bases, Commerce
and colonies lay almost beyond the pale of law and
trenties. No French ddmiral would have thought it right
to plunder Lyme or Sandown; but not one Frenchman
in ten would have hesitated to scize the merchants of
either of these ports on the high scas. Countries might
be at war in one l-titude, though not in all--at sea
when not on land. The scizure of Venddme's fleet had
not led to a war between Jrance and England, [The
destruction of Bup'ert’s squadron in the harbours of
Carthagena had not interrupted ihe relations, such as
they were, between London and Madrid. Lurope, indeed,
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had never #nown such a thing as peace on the high
scas; from the Northern jarl to the African corsair, the
strong arm had always ruled on thg highway of nations.
Fven when England and Spain had scemed 1o be on
the best terms with cach other in Europe, cnvy,
jealousy and distrust reigned in the Neaw World, and
the clements of discord often broke into open violence
and Dbloodshed.  Cromwell affected to “believe that
war alecady existed hetween tho two countries in
that hemisphewp, and that an armament was uceded
for the protection of English interesis in America.
Real causes for a war with Spain were ncither few
nor remote, though it is probable that the most active
of these were.such as would exercise little influence
over the minds of statesmen in the ninetecnth century.
The first and gravest was the religions situatign. Spain
was ultra-Catholie, Bngland ultra-Protestant. The most
powerful and warlike of the seets whioh supported Crom-
well sincerely believed that Spain was the devil’s
stronghold in Europe. The Reformed faith—tolerated
in the 1loly Roman Empire, in Frauce, and still more
recently in Portugal—had never found mercy at Madrid.
Racks, wheels, boiling oil, and other yet more delicate
means of torture, opposed the spread of new doctrines
- throughout Spain and the Indies; while frequent burn-
ings and gibbetings kept the masSes o) the people true
o the crecd.of their fathers. The horror excited in
Puritan England by reports of these atracities was
naturally heightened by the fact that foraign vesidents
—oven Iinglishmen—sometimes fell under the frowns of
the Holy Office, and suffercd, without appeal, judgments
given by that secret and terrible trlbunn.l In fact, the
Tnquisition was the great obstaclo to a §olid and durable
prace between the two powers. When the Spauish
Ambassador first proposed an alliance, Cromwell made
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this-one of his two essential conditions :—¥hat Englixh
merchants living in Spain shonld be allowed to exercise
their own religion, heve the use of Bibles and such other
pious books as they might require, and be free from the
control of the Holy Office. The Ambassador refused
even to transmit this demand to lis master, and the
attempt at negotiation failed, Other causes tended {o
excite the war-feeling.  The murder of Aschan had not
heen forgotten ; nor had the favours extended and the
shelter afforded to Rupert and his revolted ships at Cadix
and Carthagénabeen forgiven. Among political reasons,
the'obstinate refusal to allow foreign traders to visit any
of the ports of America and the West India lsl'm(ls
was the first and stxonwst Liberty of trade—freedom
from the ILoly Officc : these were the two conditions on
which thae Protector offered to ireat. ¢ What,” ox-
claimed the Ambassador, “my master has but iwo eyes,
and you ask him to pluck ont both at onee!” TUnable
to make terms with the Catholic court, C(romwell
prepared for wag.

Though DMazarir, acling on his famous maxim of
state, seemed willing 1o give way on every point before
the energetic rulers of the new Commonwealth, the
causes of quarrel with IFrance were not yet fully re-
moved. The cruisers of the two countries still carried
letters of marque; and daily encounters took place at
sea without either accelerating or retarding the long and
tedious negotiations of M. Bordeaux. For three years
this agent had heen in Tondon asking for peace. Crafty
diplomatists fancied *hat Cromwell employed his time in
maturely weighing the relative advantages of a ¥ronch
and a Spanish alliance, and the ambassadors of the rival
powers intrigued day and night o gain his ear. To the
surprise of the old formalists, he atl length took a deci-
sive attitude against Spain, without attempting to harry
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m the sett!dnent of his differences with MFrance. Tear-
less of consequences, while Penn and Venables went
out to attack llispaniola, Blike harassed the trade of
Marseilles and kept the Toulon fleet Jocked up in the
Mediterrancan harbours.  Whenever his cruisers found
ships al sca sailing to or from French ports, they
seized them as lawlul prizes. One of his frigates took
a IMamburg vessel bound for Marscilles, which he con-
denmed.  Another eaplured two ITamburgers and a
Hollander ; but as he tound by their papers that two
of these were not bound for French ports, they were
sct free; the other, eavrying goods to Romen, was ton-
liscated. Sueh incidents oceurred almost daily. Loud
and bitter complaints were made by the men of business
in France at the delay of peace; discontent spread to
other classes ; and Bordeaux was urged by hjs copmiry-
men to conclude a treaty with the Commonwealth at
almost any sacrifice, rather than continue a stale of
things so woundiug to the pride and disastrous to the
commerce of I'rance. .

Tiven the pride of Louis XIV. yiclded to the interests
of his country. 1le treated on Cromwell’s own terms.
The point of honour and precedence was waived ; Louis
consented to banish the Stuart Princes, together with
Hyde, Ormonde, and fifteen other of their adherents,
from the soil of ¥rance; marithme Dostilitics were at
once to cease between the two nations; and the treaty
was on the very eve of signature, when nows arrived
in London of the horrible massacre of the Vaudois by
the soldiers of the Duke of Savoy, an intimate friend
and ally of the King of France. No event in history
luyl fired the Protestant passions of the English people
like the atrocious invasion of thdse Piedmont valleys.
IFasts, prayers, denunciations, offered tfnemselves 4s vents
for the national fervour ;. colleetions of money were made
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for the suflercrs in all the churches of Tonddn; and some
of the bolder spirits proposed to send an army to the
Savoy Alps; s project to which thé Government wus
not altogether averse. But for the moment Cromwell
trusted to his influence over Mazarin as the best means
of obtuining jystice for those poor Protestant yillagers.
e told Bordeaux that he would not nrake peace with
his master uiitil he knew his sentiments on the subject
of the massacre and banishment of the Vaudois; and
Blake received orders to uphold Protestant interests in
the south with all the powers at his command. The
presenee of am English fleet in the Mediterranean gave
force to Cromwell’s suggestions. At first the Ambas-
sador of Louis cohtended that Franee had nothing to
do with the matter,—that {he Duke of Savoy was an
independent prince,—that the Viudois were rebels as
well as hereties, and had jusily incurred chastisement
at the hands of tkeir sovercign., Cromwell remained
inexorable ; and Bordeaux’s master was at last compolled
to interfere.  Under the double pressurc of Tnglish and
French remonstranee, the Duke of Savoy granted a full
amnesty to the Vaudois, and conlirmed to them their
aucient right to exercise their own forms of divino
worship by a new decrece.

Cromwell’s letters informed Blake that, in conse-
quence of the blow about to be struck in the Western
Archipelago, his presence with the flcet, if not his more
active services, would be required on the Atlantic coast
of Spain; and, in consequence of theso orders he sailed
from Algiers towards the Straits of Gibraltar. But
ag the two countries were still at peace, he called af
Malaga for fresh watcr, whon a curious incident qc-
curred. A party of‘English sailors_ from his fleet, in
rambling about the tdWn, suddenly came upon a pro-
cession of priests carrying a Host through the streets,
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and instead‘nf fulling on their knees before the sacred
symbol, like the pious Spaniards, the Puritan seamcn
lnughed at and derided those who did so, until one of the
clergy called on the populace to avenge the insult aimed
at their religion. A street fight ensued ; and with the
advantage of nuinbers and loeal knowledge on thdfr side,
the Malagayans beat the scoffers back to their ships,
whither they earried an English version of the fray to
their commander. Indignation and true policy con-
curred in indacing Blake {o treat the affair gravcly.
In Lisbon, Venico and other (atholie ports, mob-law
had Dbeen applied to the sailors of Tnglish merchant-
vesscls on the ground of alleged want of respect for
the forms of foreign worship; and ednsidering the new
relations which the two countries were about to assnme,
he judged it due to tlfe honour of Lis flag ang negessary
to the safoty of his countrymen, to show the Spaniards
that he could and would redress .such wrongs with
promptitude and severity. IIalf measurcs, he felt, would
be useless in such a ease; so sending o trumpeter into
the town, he demanded, not retaliatipn on the offending
mob, as wus expecled, but that the priest who had set
them on should be given up to justice. The Spaniards
were astouniled.  Give up a Catholie priest to the judg-
ment of heretics! The Governor of Malaga replied that he
had no power over the oflender, #s in Npain the servants
of the Church were not responsible to the civil power.
«T will not stay to inquire,” said the stern Englishman,
“who has the power to scnd the oftender to mo; but if
he be not on board the St. Greorge within three hours,
T will burn your city to the ground.” And so lLe dis-
missed the messenger. .No excuse, no protest, was
.admitted; and hefore the three Bours bad expired the
priest made his appearance in the fleet. Blake then
called accusers and accysed together; heard the story
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on both sides ; and decided that the scamen had behaved
with rudeness and impropriety towards the natives, and
thereby provoked the, attack of which they complained.
Tle told the priest thatif he had sent an account of what
had occurred to him, the men should have been severely
punishéd, as he would not suftfer them to affront ihe
religion of any people at whose ports they touched ; hut
he expressed ‘his extreme displeasure at ihe Spaniards
taking the Jaw into their own hands, as he would have
them and all the world know that an Englishman was
not 1o be judged and punished exeept by Englishmen.
With this warning for the future, Blake, satisfied with
the priest being givew up and being completely at his
merey, treated him with civility and sent him back
unharmed to his friends. (‘romwell was mightily pleased
with this little incident. 1le took the letters referring
1o it in his own hand to the Council, read them out
with a smiling facep and when le had finished reading,
declared that by such means they would make the name
of Englishman ap great as that of Roman was in Rome’s
proudest days. .

Early in June the fleet passed the Straits and anchored
once more in the Bay of Cadiz, where they received a
hospitable reception. By the treaties then existing
hetween the two states, not more than ten English ships-
of-war could claim to “cnter any Spanish port at one
time; yet as a mark of extraordinary confidence and
respect when the Governor of Cadiz sent down a pre-
sent of bread, flesh and vegetables to the 8t. George, hie
desired it to be intimnted to the Admiral, that although
the eapitulations declared that “there cannot come in
hither above fen shlps-of-war at ounce, nevertheless kis
lordship m‘ivht cotne i with all his forces and weleome:”
But B[akeg expecting every hour to receive intelligence
fromsd.ondon which would compel him to exchange
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pacilic gredyings for acts of vigorous hostility, would
lave refused the invitation even had he not suspected
that a snare might be concealed under this show of
catreme courtesy.  Tlo excused bimscif on the plea that
_he had only touched at Cadiz on his way, and could stay
no longer than was required to iake fresh water and
other necessaries on board.  In the city every cflort was
made to learn what he intended to do nekt.  'Whether
hig flect was bound for England, Lisbon ov the Barbary
coast, could not be ascertained even by the agents of
the Council of State. Cromwell kept his secret, and
Blake kept his secrct. DBut among the best-infoemed
Tnglish residents in Cadiz, rumour fixed on Salee, the
famous rovers of which still harassed bur southern trade,
as the scene in which the next grand nav: .11 spectacle
would be éxhibited.

The wystery cleared.  Barely had Blake \\'cighcd
anchor at Cadiz harbour when news arrived from the
western Archipelago. Penn, it twrned out, had sailed
from Barbadoes to Hispaniola. There the regiments were
Tanded and given up to the sole dipection of Venables ;
who, through cowardice, incapacity or ireason—for he
also, though unknown to Penn, was in correspondence
with the Stuarts,—{frittered away his most favourable
opportunitics, and finally led his men ino a disastrous
situation, from which they wenegon! ly vescued by the
intrepidity of Admiral Goodson and a Dbody of scamcen
sent from the fleet. The English had retired from the
island disgraecd and discomﬁted :—so far the expedition,
begum with seeret treason, had ended in a signal failure.
But after this first overthrow, as the sealed orders
required Penu 1o establish an interest in any part of the
Spanixh Indies, he sailed for Jamaich, l:mdcd his troops, put
down a feeble attempt at resistance, fhd added that fine
loland to the permanent colonial empire of bis country.
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‘When this intelligence reached Madrid;, Philip de-
clared war against England—seized the persons of all
Luglish residents, merchants, factors and agents con-
nected with the intercsts of their commeree, and laid
an cmbargo on all their merchandise and properties,
amongst others on those of Nicholas Blake, the Admiral’s
brother. The reported failure of the Tnglish at ILis-
paniola raised the spivits of the court to an extravagant
licight: the Governor of the island was made a grandec
and pensioned ; even the messenger who brought the
news to Spain had 1500 ducats a-year seitled on him
fov dife.  Blake’s rapid and effective cruise in the
Mediterrancan, following in the immediate rear of
the brillinnt actions of the Dutch war, had caused the
maritime powers of Burope, and particularly Spain,
from jts "pwn experience of the Duteh admirals, o
regard with Dlended interest and alarm what appeared
to be the invincible prowess and fortunes of the young
Commonwealth. The first signal check to that ascend-
ing power was thercfore hailed with a delight ont of all
proportion to its importance. Tn the safety of His-
paniola, Philip forgot the loss of Jamaicn ; in the eseape
of his Silver Flects from the English squadron in the
‘West Indies, he overlooked the more resolute and watch-
ful enemy whg lay in wait for them under the very guns
of Cadiz. P

While stayiyg in thc Channel before Cadiz, Blake
had learned from his scouts that the Silver Ileet was
cxpu,ted from America in four or five weeks, and war
being then inevitable, he stood across to Cape Santa
Maria, the most southern point of land in Portugal,
intending to make the bay or bays lying betwecn that
promontory and Cape St. Vincent the bases of his summer
opcmtxons, with ‘his frigates and fast sailers ronging
the sea in a vast cirele as far as,wind and weather would
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permit,” in syarch of tho anticipated prize. In the Spa-
nish harbour ten large galleons were being prepared for
sca —six of them, it was reported, being intended for
service al Hispaniola, the others for the Mediterrancan ;
but Blake, suspecting they were dosigned as a convoy
for the Silver Fleet, endeavoured by absence frdm the
port, by insult and by other provocations to entice
them oul. But nothing would induce them to stir.
Nearly o month the St. George rode before the little
town of Lagos. The war-ships kepl out at sen, the
frigates menaced the coast; still the galleons did not
move. At last, in the full helief that Philip would not
allow hix admirals to rvisk a battle— a bhelief founded on
information reaching london through various and inde-
pendent channels — Cromwell desired  Blake o send
home part of his fleet, so as to reduce the heavy expenses
of the war; hut before these instructions could be carried
into cftect, news arrived at Lagos that the merchants of
Neville, Cadiz, and San Lucar, sccing tLe government
negleet to provide the necessary protgetion for their
trade, had combined to equip at their private cxpense a
squadron strong enough to put to sca for convoy service,
and even give baitle in ease of need; and under these
circumstanees he abandoned the idea of sending back
any part of his fleet, and as speedily as he was ublv he
gol such of his vessels as wereesea-vorthy, and many
that were not sea~worthy, together. On the 4th of July
he wrote to Cromwell in reference to the statc of his
ships :—* Sceing it hath pleased your Ilighness to com-
mand my longer stay in and about these parts with the
rest of the ships, I shall make bold to offer one humble
degire, which I conceive to be my duty for the service of
the Commonwealth and the bettér cﬁcctmg the ends
proposed,—that your Highness will bo pleased t» con-
sider the condition of oyr flect, especially of the great
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ships, which are very foul and defective, pa“ ticutarly the
ship in which 1 am—being very leaky and the mainmast
unsound.”  Yet it was in vessels of this character thal
he had ruined DPrince Rupert, cleared tho Channel
Islands, fought the baitle of Portland, and chastisced
the pirates of Porto Ferino!  Tarly in August the
Spanish squadron, consisting of 28 men-of-war, and six
fire-ships, with 36 long-boats, and G000 troops o board,
sailed from Cadiz, with the apparent intention of fighting
the Bnglish.

Towards the middle of the month the two squadrons
cawe in sight off the coast of Portugal, Blake having
been southward in scarch of the Spaniards; but, after
dodging each other for some days, they separated with-
out exchanging a single shot, for rcasons which are
explained at length in the followiug letter from Blake 1o
the Lord ‘Protector :

May it rueasn yovr lliauxess,—Your commands
of the 30th July 1 reccived by the Assurance frigatc the
13th instant, with the intelligence of a great flect pre-
parved to come oul of Cadiz and their design from your
seeretary, which in part we have found to be true, a1
shall give your Ilighness an account.

The GLh inst. I reecived a Jetter from Caplain Smith
(which comes hercwith), whereupon we stood away for
the coast of Barbary, as far as Mamora, within three
leagues; but having no news of the fleet there, we made
towards the Bay of Cadiz, sending two frigates before
to gain intelligence, who returned to us the 12th instant
with this, that the flect sailed from thence seven days
before, and were plying off Cape St. Vincent, to which
place we hastencd ; and the 15th, in the morning, espied
them to the windward of us, we being then oft' -the Bay
of Lagos, whither wo desired to go for water; hul they
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bearing up upon us, with intent (as we thought) to fight
us, I called a council of war, which unanimously resolved
to engage the first epportunity, being moved thereunto
with an eager desire we had to see some end of our tedious
cypectation, and to prevent that accession of strength
mentioned in the sceretary’s intelligenca (wherdof we
likewise had notice from other hands), and also out of a
despair of being able to keep the sea many days longer
for want of liquor. But the Spanish fleet forthwith
tacked and stood the other way, and we after them all
that night.  Tu the morning wo were fair by them; but
there being little wind (not enough to work our ships)
and a great sea, so that we could not make use of our
lower tier, and also a thick fog, we did*nothing that day;
their fleet being then thirty-one in all. The next day we
continued in tho same Yesolution, and sent some frigates
ahcad to gain the wind, and to engago them; but the
cvening approaching, and .a great pait of our fleet far
astern, we thought it best to desist for that time. These
checks of Providence did put us upon second thoughts,
and a strict review of the instrucjions which T had
reccived ; the which being all perused and compared
together at a council of war, we could not find in them
any authority given unto us to attack this party, but
rather the contrary ; and we had reason also to conceive
it was not the intention of your Highness that we should
be the first breakers of the peace, seeing your Highness
having notice of the coming forth of the Spanish flect did
not give us any new direction at all ?.ouching the same in
your last order of the 30th of July. Upon these grounds
we receded from our first resolution, and took into con-
sidgration the state of our fleet, which we found in all
things to be extremely defective, bttt more particularly
in want of liquor ; some of the ships having not bev :rage
for above four days, and the whole not able to make above
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cight, and that at short allowanee; and 1% small part
both of our beverage and water stinking. Herenpon it
was debated amongst us whether we should return to the
Bay of Lagos or go to Lishbon for supplies, there being
no other place but thoso two. To go to Lagos it was
not héld good, both because all that country could not
afford us one pipe of beverage wine, and to get water
there very diflieult, and upon the least wind from’ the
south or cast alinost impossible, and the place a dan-
gerous road for such a fleet to anchor in, which we must
have done for getting a quantity of water, beside many
other inconveniences. It was therefore resolved that we
should go to Lisbon. Nevertheless, we kept in sight two
days after, and on"the 22nd inst. we lay a great part of
the day with our sails hauled up, until they were very
near us; but pereciving they had'no intention to engage
us, nor any commission to that purpose, as we thought,
and also understoorl by a smallfrigate of theirs of twenty-
four guns, the captain whereof coming acéidentally
amongst us, I commanded aboard, who told us the same;

and withal that they knew nothing of the oxpected fleet
at all, but only that they were bound to attend the com-
ing of the same. Hereupon, our liquor growing less,
we stood away for Lisbon, where wo arrived on the 24th
instant, and anchored in the road of Cascaes. . . . How
these passages of Providence will be looked wupon, or
what construction our carriage in this business may
receive, I know not (although it hath been with all
mtegnty of heart), but this we know, that our condition
is dark and sad, and, without especial mercy, like to be
very miserable :—our shlps extremely foul, winter draw-
ing on, our victuals expiring, all stores fmhng, our men
fnlling sick throughtthe badness of drink, and eatiug
their victuals boifed in salt water for two months’ space;
the coming of a supply uncertain (we received not onc
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word from the Commissioners of the Admiralty and Navy
by the last), and though it eome timely, yet if beer come
not with it, we shall bc undone that way. We have no
place or friend, our reernits here slow, and our mariners
(which I most apprchend) apt io fall into discontents
through their long keeping abroad. Our only domfort
iy thwt we havo a God to lean upon, although we walk
in darkness and sce no light. I shall not’ trouble your
Highness with any oomplamts of myself, of the indis-
position of my body, or troubles of my mind; my many
infirmities will one day, I doubt not, sufliciently plead
for me or against me, so that I may be free of.so great a
burden, consoling mysclf in tho meau time in the Lord,
and iu the firm purpose of my heart With all faithfulness
and sincerity 1o dischartre the trust while reposed in me.

. As soon as we ha,ve got a sulficient prppoxhon of
hquor, which I hope may Dbe in five or six days, we
intend (God willing) to sail to the southward eape, and
to spend somo time thereabouts, so long as we can pos-
sibly lengthen out our victuals, so that we may be able
to get home, in case the victualling ships do not come in
time; which we shall then bo forced to do, or must perish
in the sea. I have no morc at present.to trouble your
Highness with (this already being I fear too much), but
shall ever remain,

Your llighness’s most Rumble

And faithful servant,
RosERT BLAKE.
"Aboard the (St.) George, in Cascacs Road, .

August 30, 1665.

JThe allusion to his own indisposition of body and
irouble, of mind, contained in this letter, though brief
and by the way, is extremely touchind. e had left a

sick room to go on board. For nearly a year Le had
- g2
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never quitted the “ very foul and defectiv?,” flag-ship.
Want of exercise and sweet food, beer, wine, water,
bread and vegetables, had helped to develop scurvy and
dropsy ; and his sufferings from these diseases were acute
and continuous. In fact, his constitution was completely
undermined. For three weeks after the date of the letter
Just quoted, he kept his station in the Spanish waters,
when, finding no relief come in, and supposing that the
Silver Fleet would now remain in America until spring,
he reluctantly turned his bows towards the north, and
brought his squadron home to repair and replenish.

But there was no rest for him at home. Arrived in
England, he found that in the present posture of aftairs
his retirement frota the service, even for a time, would
be extremely detrimental to the country. The Council®
had no cne to take his place. ‘eane, Peun, Ascuc,
La\vsoh, afl the men who had served with him in the
Dutch war with emjnent ability and success, were now
cither dead or out of employment:—Ascue had heen
pensioned and dismissed on the aileged ground of bis
want of success against De Ruiter, but in reality because
suspected of a leaning towards the exiles; Penn had been
ostensibly broken for the failure on Hispaniols, but
more likely because Cromwoll had heard of his treach-
crous offers; Lawson lay under a cloud, and wus soon
afterwards arrested as, a Fifth-monarchy conspirator;
Deane was dead ; and Monk had neither the genius nor
the desire for naval commands. But while the more
cxperienced commanders were thus falling away, the
duties and demands of the service were daily increasing.
The nation was committed to a war with Spain. The
Yope, ill at case since the fright of the previous spring,
was warmly engaged«in a project for uniting all the
Catholie maritime powers in a league agninst the formid-
ble heretics; and agents from Venice, Florence, Madrid
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and some ofpher citics, had already met in Rome. (tenoa
had tuken up a threatening attitude; for as many mer-
chants of that Republic were interested in tho safe
arrival of the Silver TFleet, they sirongly urged the
government to join their armada with that of Spain for
its protection, Holland was again wavering *in her
friendship, and report affirmed that the XKing of Spain
had tempted them to declare war against Eugland by
the offer of Dunkirk and two other ports in the narrow
seas. Nor was peace yet firmly established with the
Barbary powers; at the very first reverse of fortune
these corsairs would have gladly seized the moment of
retaliation and revenge. What perbaps most of all
annoyed Cromwell was that John, ‘King of Portugal,
who had found means to delay the execution of the
treaties cntered intd twenty months ago-esyecially
the clause which sceured to Fuglish subjects in his
dominions immunity from the llolyx Oflicc—now mani-
fested a disposition to withdraws from the compact
altogether. . -

In face of so many perils and upcertainties, Blake’s
services were indispensable. At such a time, his very
name was worth a squadron. Not to speak of the moral
strength which his presence would give to any fleet going
southward, the occasional sight of his flag would be
pretly certain to keep the Basbary corsairs quiel; a
sudden visit to the Tagus might bring John of Braganza
to reason; and the dread of another call at Leghern
would probably be sufficient to frighten he Popo find
the Grand Duke out of the proposed league of Catholic
princes.  However anxious for repose of mind and body,
Biuke could not decline the responsibilities of command
without a breach of duty to his Bountry; and ill as he
was, he lent his days and nights to°the duties of his
station, visiting the dockyards and arsenals, and urging



262 ROBERT BLAKE.

the work of repair and replenishment by his presenee
and his counsels. Buf though he would not refuse the
Jast pulse of his brain to his country, his age and bodily
suflerings warned him of the fatal consequences which
might result to the seevico should he fall a vietim to any
suddert sickness while in those distant seas, with no
colleaguc on board to whom in case of need he could
devolve the supreme commany ; he therefore hegged (.o
Council of State to nominatc mmother Nea-General to
share his responsibilities and assist” hivi with his know-
ledge. Wheth: . ne actaslly nwued tontaon for the
ofice is uncertain; but true to Jhe plav 7 their par-
liamentary predecessors, the Couneil fixed on this soldier,
a young man of ¢Jod family, and a confidential friend of
Cromwell as the new general. The preparations of the
flect went n rapidly  Towasds‘the end of Februiry,
1656, the Generals went on hoard the Naschy, thien i
the Downs with part of the flect, und tley continned in
the Cha nei crdising betweeun the river mouth aud Si.
Hdlen’s road, for tie Leiwr expedition of aflairs.  The
trouble of geiting in the necessary provisicas was almost
incredible ; every naval stabi . v the coust was shors of
storcs; nor could they he procured in sufficicnt haste
at any price o. favour  Blaku’s pavicnee was at length
tired out, and he resoly 1 to sail without them. “The
epeelation of the provisions and fire-ships,” he wrote
to Cromwell on the Sin of March, “shall be no cause
of stay- but a+ soon as ever we can get a supply from
th® shore «* the things that are cssentially requisite,
which we are labouring at, we shall with the help of
God be gone.” At St. Helen’s in the Isle of Wight, he
received his final instructions, and while his fleet was
getting under weigh” for the south, ho wrote his last
letter in England— a very pious and a very touching
farcwell :
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@ueral Blake to Secretary Thurloe.

Str,—I have received yours of the 13th instant,
together with the enctosed note of "the gallcons ; as also
vour iatelligeuce touch g the end of the war betweon
the Protestant and Pupish cantons, and the peaccSetticd
there, and Llhewsse vhe wr-habilities of a truee for six
yearshetvind £ nec wud Spam, and the being of Charles
Stuarh, wita s company in Flanders.  These sudden
transactions scew to boe some grot matters in the
womb of ik, Pu v know that God s the supreme
disposer <L all  « counse!s designs. amd coufederadions
w the wortd  a, hoow 11e able to order them all
f v the groater gea s meople ®An ' our trust s,
that He wiil do =0 «ven “r ovr good o, i we can
be eve in Hime Th ® ad help onr ware 07 aud subdue
e hoarts 1o e oberh 1 cof His holy will in all things.
Wearo now get ‘nge anchor abh~ayd ma fag ready Lo
e, althongh thore be e wind, te ne o alle Bot
we shall use na oumost <aceavours to get to sca, not
losing any oy ortunity that God shgll afford s as we
have hitkerto T ren cwer al ind hope that his nghncsq
1 coulidanl we oro end sl contss -+ s0, as far as God
shall enable us | whaeh is all av veesont feorn
- Youe very alectionade tiend pad «ewsant,

* Howrer Braxen,

Aloard the Naschy * > Helen's Roail,
Mareh 15, 1536, (new style).

Two days before the date of this letter he had made
his will, writing the wholc of it out with his own hand.
oThis solemn act accomplished, and the final instruc-
tious received from the Council sof State, orders were
given to. get the ships under weigR. The scuadron
coasted aw far west as Torbay, and ax the white cliffs
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and verdant slopes of Devonshire faded frgm his sight,
the departing hero saw his Jast of Eng]ard. As the’
Sea-Generals passed down the Portuguese coasi, they
sent their letters to King John and assurances of support
to Mr. Meadows, English cuvoy at the court of Lisbon,
in Lis, demand for a complete recognition of all the
clauses of the late treaty. But they never ouce slack-
cned sail until they were again in the Bay of Cadiz,
where their dispositions soon made the inhabitants aware
that their daring intention was to remain the entire
summer, and to, hold the royal harbour in a state of
perpetnal blockade. By these means the Silver Fleets
would be kept at sea in immiunent danger, aud the usual
trade of the Seville and Cadiz merchants would he
destroyed. 'The Spaniards did not, however, dream of
fighting with the renovated fleet. Now and then a
slight ‘skiriuish took placo belween a couple of stray
ketehes, shallops, or long-boats ; and one morning in the
midst of a dead calw, when even the English frigates
could not move a point of the compass, the royal gallect
and two other ships rowed out and fought at a great
advantage with some -f Blake’s outsiders. But the
principal damage done ou either side in this encounter
was eflected by a chance shot from one of the frigates
lying close in shore, for this cannon-ball knocked dows
part of a church aml killed two men.

‘While these affairs were going on, serious news eamc
in hot haste from ILisbon. XKing John, suffering from
stone, and in the hands of his priests, absolutely refused
10 accept the ‘treaty; and thc majesty of England had
becn insulted in the person of its envoy. Don Panta-
leone and his brother, the Conde de Torre, as was geng-
rally given out at the time, waylaid and pistolled Mnr.
Meadows in the ttreets of the capital,—probably out
of revenge for the death of their brother, who had heen
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executed in London for murder. No attempt was made
to discover the assassins, The wound did not prove
mortal ; but Blake remembered tl.ne unatoned murders
of Ascham and Dorislaus ; and this time he was resolved
to show the world that England would cause the law of
nations Lo be respected towards her scrvants, Deaving
a fow frigates to kecp wateh over Cadiz, the whole flect
weighed for Lisbon, and in the first weck of June
anchored in Cascacs road at the Tagus mouth., But fear
and dismay travelled faster than the Naseby, and as
soon as it was known in Lisbon that Blake’s instructions
were clear and ample, the people rose against the priest
party and compelled the invalid King to make peace
with England. John sent tor Mr. Alecadows; and on
reeciving a promise that the Sea-Generals would not
molest his ships or damago his ports, he copscyred to
aceept the treaty substantially as it theu stood :—that
ix, with one or two verbal alteratipas, which in the
opinion of the resident Euglish, woald not unfavourably
affect their just claims, while, on the other hand, they
would have the effect of soothing, the King's pride.
The right of our nation to have Bibles and other pious
books in their houses, without being considered as
thereby breaking the laws of the country, was conceded.
The proposal of an appeal to the Pope in all disputes
about religion, previously insistedson by the Portuguese,
wus abandoned. The lives and properties -f English
settlers were placed beyoud the reach of the Holy Office.
The customs were reduced to twenty-thpee per cent.
And, finally, the King consented to pay down in silver
50,0001. sterling, besides 20,000!. and some other moneys
dug 1o the English for demurrage and freight of ships.
A carcful perusal of all the corresfondence of John and
his agents with the English would pro\mbly incline che
rcader to believe that the hasty admission of these
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various claims, afier two years of intriguejand subter-
fuge, was intended only as a feint to gan time and
induce tho Generals not to enter the Tagus. But Blake
knew the ng of old, and he declared hxs fixed resolu-
tion to remain at Cascacs—or in case of need to sail up
the river to Lisbon, and there wait the fulfilment of the
treaty. TFlurricd by a message so encrgetic, the court
sent to Mr. Mcadows to beg that he would obtain for
them some sort of assurance from the Generals that they
would not molest their trade, if they, on their part, held
fast to the terms of the treaty. ‘Whereupon Blake and
Mortagu wrote : —“ If his majesty of Portugal do per-
form on his part, and cause the money, which is by the
treaty to he fortliwith paid to his Ilighness’s use, fo
be put into our possession, that it may e conveyed to
England,—he may confidently assurc himsclf that we
shall never so far dishonour his Highness nor prostitute
our own reputation, and bring a scandal on the faith and
holiness of the religion we profess, as “to violate any
of the articles of the treaty.” John had no resourco but
to pay the monc y. which was accordingly put on board
and sent to Tingland.

A ludicrous incident served to show the cﬂect of
Blake’s southern campaigns in the capital of the Catholie
world. Popc Alexander VII. had been active in lis
hostility to England. « IIe had invited Spain, Genoa,
Florence, and other maritime states, o make common
cause against Puritan intruders into the Mediterrancan.
He had been the chicf abettor of the King of Por-
tugal in his faithless attempt to cvade treaties. He
h'ld interposed the strongest obstacles to a just settle-
ment of the Protestar queltlon of the Vaudois. ITis
IToliness, therefore, Ha with fear and trembling for
the renewed echdbd’ of' 48t Puritan cannon which had
already left so many recordg’ qf_ its presence on the shores
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of Spain, Ttaly, and Barbary. Onc morning in the middle

of June, while the red cross of the Commonwealth was

still floating in the Tagus, and Blake was occupied in-
taking on board the Portuguese doflars, it was suddenly

announced in the streets of Rome that the English flect

.was cnmonading Civita Vecchia! The ppor Pope, sup-

posing in his terror that the formidable heretics would

in a few hours be thundering at the gates of the Eternal

City, caused enrthworks to be thrown up, and the caunon

of 8t. Angclo to be dismounted, carried into the streets,

and placed in the most commanding positions for defence.

As no enemy appeared, scouts were sent down to Civita

Vecchia, when it turned out that no damage had been

done—that no English vesscl had bten seen in that

harbour—-and t1& the firing which had given rise to

the little comedy in Kome proceeded from a couple of
Dutchmen, the erews of which were wasting their powder

in a fit of drink. . .

The state of affairs remained unclranged before Cadiz.
Cromwell, harassed for funds, was anyious to strike
somo sudden and tremendous blow, agninst the great
enemy of his country; and therefore sent oui Captain-
Loyd, “known to us to be a person of integrity,” with
a seti of propositions as to how and where such a blow
coald be best dealt; desiring to give no vule to you,”
—Blake and Montagn,—but “mather as queries vhan
as resolutions : ’—a remarkable instance of submission
in a man of Cromwell's imperious character. The
querics were:—Would it not be possible to burn the
gallcons at their moorings in the harbour ? Could Cadiz
itself e attacked with success? '~ Or, failing both these,
might not an attempt be made to carry the town and
Castlo of Gibraltar? All thes® were points to be
maturely considered. Drake had onec’burnt a flect in
the Bay of Cadiz. Essex and Ralcigh had once carried
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the city by assault. On their way from Cagcacs road the
Sea-Grenerals held many consultations, examined charts
and compared opinions; intending, if the project of
burning the Spanish fleel as it lay in the Carracas
appearcd feasible, to fall suddenly and fiercely to the
work of destruction the moment of their arrival. But
not a single pilot could be found willing to undertake
the responsibility of carrying an English war-ship into
that narrow and dangerous harbour. Times had changed
since Drake surprised the Spaniards. The expedition
under Essex hal taught them their wenkuess and their
strength.  When he arrived in the Bay, Blake obtained
cxact information from spies, and sccret agents, as
to the means of ‘defence possessed hy the city, from
which it appeared,—that the navigation of the channel
was cxtremely difficult at all times,—that the Spaniards
had thrown a number of heavy chains across it,—thal
large vessels had Jbeen placed in couvenient positions
ready to De sunk *al the first signal of an attempt
to cnter it by force,—that guns had been planted on
both shores of the passage,—and that the preparations
“for defence were altogether of the most compleie and
formidable character. It was therefore obvious to the
council of war, that in order to destroy the fleet in
(‘arracas it would be necessary first to subdue Cadis.
And this point was cousidered ; but only for a moment.
That the city was strong by nature, and still stronger by
arl, was well known to militacy men; but Cromwell’s
spies had lel him to believe that it was ill-supplicd
with troops, and it was on this circumstance that he
had indulged in his dream of an attack. On the spot
the council of war obtained more exact accounts, wken
it appeared that in Cadiz, town and island, Porto Santa
Maria and Rotto, where the Duke of Medina com-
manded in person, there were about forty thousnnd
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regular troops, some regiments of which vast force
enjoyed the well-won reputation of being the finest
infantry in the world. Under these circumstances they
voted it irvational to think of making any attempt on
the muinland, unless a large body of troops could be sent
from England to co-operate with the fleel, as had been
the case when Essex and Raleigh forced their way into
the town. An attack on Gibraltar was declared im-
practicable for similar reasons; the Spaniards having
recently strengthened tho works and {hrown a powerful
uarrison into that important stronghold..

On receiving the letters in which these decisione of
the war-council were reported, the Protector and his
Council wrote to Blake and Montagu #

GENTLEMEN,~~We fave seen a letter wntteu by you
to the Commissioners of the Admiralty, dated’9th May,
from Tangier, which arrived ‘here ygsterday morning
whereby we understand the posturc of the enemy, mnl
that for the scveral reasons expressed by you in that said
letter, it secms to you not rational tq attemnpt the burn-
ing of the Spanish fleet in Cadiz; and thereupon appre-
hending that some of your ships may be spared into the
C'hannel for the better sceuring of trade, and the block-
ing up of Dunkirk and Ostend, wherc the piratés and
ships-of-war grow so numerous, that liicly cighteen or
nineteen of them in a body took twenty of our merchant-
ships in two fleets, being under a convoy of a Dutch ship
of thirty-six guns; therefore we have rcsolvgd to call into
these seas part of the fleet now with you; and to that
end we desire you, upon the rcceipt hercof, to give
ordprs to ten ships, under a good officer, to sail with the
first opportunity of wind and weather into the Downs,
requiring them to give immediate notic& unto us of {heir
arrival. "We leave it wholly unto you which of the skips
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you will send, conceiving you to be best Zblc to judge
which of -them will be fittest for this servicé and may be
best spared by you. Some thoughts we have had that
the lesscr sort of ships, and especially frigates, will best
answer the aforesaid ends here. This we have resolved,
not khowing snything of your posture or counsels more
than your aforesaid letter represents. But in case you
are upon any design, or if aught clse hath emerged,
cither upon our letter and instruction sent by Captain
Loyd, or from your own thoughts, with which thesc
orders will not well consist, we leave it to you, notwith-
standing what we have herein written, whether you will
send these ships or not ; our intentions not being to dis-
appoint any thini which may be in your cye or design
to be done there by the fleet.

The fleet had barely taken up its position in the Bay
of Cadiz before it began o expericnce some of that
extreme weather to which the hopes of the Spaniards
secmed now chicfly turned as a means of compelling
the English to go ljome. Several captains of ships werce
on board the Naseby rccciving their instrnetions to sail
for England in compliance with the request of tiue
Council, when a gust of wind suddenly rose in the cast
and sbuth-cast. It increased into a tremendous giic,
snapt the anchor-chaine, tore the cordage into shreds, and
scattered the fleet-—seven or eight ships, of which the
Naseby was one, excepted—far and wide from Sagres to
Tangier, doing serious damage to the entire squadron.
The night which followed this terrible .day was dark as
well as tempestuous. Ilere and there the lights were
hung out all night long as signals .of distress, and, in
every pause of the storm the commanders heard signal-
guns booming over the sea from great distances. About
one o’clock, the Naseby had 5 narrow escape of wreck.
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The Taunton, her sails torn and ‘rudder unmanageable,
came drifiind before the gale right on them. Lights
were hoisted and orders given for Captain Vallis, her*
commander, to open a new sail; ‘but the poor fellow
seemed to have lost all power over her novements. Ou
she came, stern foremost, against the Naseby, *which
vesscl had hitherto kept at anchor. A few moments
and a collision appeared inovitable. Blakes ordered his
ciables to be cut as a last chance, when suddenly, as he
says in his letter to Cromwell—“it pleased God in very
much mercy that she ”—the Tauuton+-“let slip, and
getting a sail open with much ado stecred clear offe us,
olse one or both of us, in all likelihood, had immediately
gone to the bottom.” Nearly all theVesscls of his flect
lost their long-boats, and many of them their eables and
anchors :—the Resolution had one of her anchors snapt
into two pieces, and the other bent almost double. But
none were absolutely lost. The Keng and the Taunton
were the longest absent from the general guthering; but
after a few days of painful suspense, to the infinite joy
of their comrades they also returned., In one of his let-
ters Montagu says, “the sea ran mountains high;” and
he added suggestively—*“ Judge you what this sea is to
ride in winter time!”  Great damage was also done to
the Spanish ships lying in harbour; many of the mer-
chant-men being torn from their moorings and driven
out to sea.

Six of the English ships, including the Kent, Bristol
and Mermaid, were judged to be no longer fit for so
rude a.scrvice, and were sent Home to England. Mean-
time the Generals did their utmost to exasperate -the
engmy to come out and fight. But-neither insult nor
spoliation could sufficiently stir the Ifidalgo blood: as
the Lisbon agent expressed it in his eorfespondence, - the
Spaniard used his buckler, rather than his sword.” Ilcar-
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ing that a Sicilian and a Genoese galley had taken part
with the Spaniards of Malaga against the Ehglish, Blake
-despatched the Ruby, Nantwich, and Lyon, with the
Fox fire-ship, to thdt port, in search of the offenders,
and with orders to infest and alarm the coast on that
side feom Gibraltar to Valentia. Still the Cadiz gal-
leons would not venture out. Blake then drew ofl a
number of frigates and good sailers for a temporary
guard, and with the body of his flect sailed for the Afri-
can coast in scarch of water and provisions; intending
also to pay a brjel’ visit to Salee, on the west coast of
Afriea, and teach the lawless rovers of that city some
respeet for Buropean commerce and civilisation. Suc-
cess attended hin. and his officers. The expedition
against Malaga was brilliantly executed. The English
ships stood into the harbour at mid-day, with colours and
pennons flying, and anchored between the bulwark and
the pier-head in three fathoms of water. The people
on shore were taken quito abacl, faneying the ships
were come in to give themselves up to the King of
Spain.  But they were roused from this dream by a
sudden declaration ‘that, if the Grenoese galley were not
given up to the English, they would procced to fire
every ship that was within the pier. After exchanging
signals, the two galleys made an atiempt to quit the
port, the Genocse covering the Sicilian like a shield,
when the frigates poured a broadside into the insolent
Gienoese, which broke her rudder, killed forty of her
crew, and carried off her oars in splinters. The Sicilian
slipt away in the confusion, but the Genoese was obliged
to put back into the port, where she was grappled by the
fire-ship and instantly wrapt in flames. The caunon of
the land-works noweopened on the English, ahd in
return the ships ‘wegan to bombard the town. A dozen
resolute fellows leapt on shore from a long-boat, an:d in



ROBERT BLAKE. 273

a few minutes they had spiked eight pieces of heavy
ordnance unfler the very walls of the town. The people
were amazed and stunned ; many of the gentry fled away ;
the citizens hid themselves in thelr wine-casks; and it
was thought that a force of 4000 men would have been
able to capture and plunder the place, so great was the
terror of the people.

Blake and Montagu returned to their @adiz slation,
but the Spaniards still remained in port. No Silver
Fleets appeared. July and August passed away in
glorious but not very profitable cruises, skirmishes and
blockades. Winter was drawing near, and cvery ship
in the service required to be careened and refitted.
Victuals of every kind ran short. 'To obtain supplics
cven of bread and water, it was necessary to seek the
ports of a friendly potver. Blake, therefore, appymted
Captain Richard Stayner, of the Speaker, to watch the
bay with a squadron of seven ships. the Speaker, Bridg-
water, Providence, Plymouth, and three others; and with
the remainder of his power he sailed early in September
for the mnorthern part of Portugal. The Generals,
however, had not come to an anchor in Aviero Bay
before a fortunate nccident brought a division of the
long-expected Silver Fleet in sight of Stayner's
squadron. Four magnificent Spanish galleons and two
merchantmen of Indian build, adl of ti:em laden with
cargoes of gold, silver, pearls and precious stoncs,
hides, iudigo, sugar, cochineal, varinas and tobacco, and
having the Viceroy of Lima and his family, a general, an
admiral, and vice-admiral, together with about two thou-
sand inferior persons on board, had left the Havanna early
in June bound for Cadiz, under the impression that their
Luropean fleets would be able to protect them against
the English, and without touching lfhd at any point,
they had made the whole voyage in the short space of

T
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fifty-seven days. On their way they picked up a little
French barque, laden with hides, and afterd ards, among
the Western Islands, a Portuguese corn-factor, both of
which vesscls they made prizes. Either from mistake
or from malice, the Portuguese sailors, when their captors
inquirtd from them where the English fleet lay, replied
that the Spaniards had beaten Blake a month ago, and
driven him away from their coast; they consequently
continued their voyage towards Europe in the utmost
confidence, instead of running to the Azores for a convoy.
In passing San Lucar, they noticed a long-boat in the act
of ovossing the bar ; but by some fatality they procecded
towards Cadiz without staying to inquire how an
English long-boatwould be entering the river if Blake's
squadron had been discomfited and driven home. Even
when they observed Stayner’s fi{gates, just at dusk on
the 8th of September, some five or six leagues eastward
towards Cadiz, they concluded that these must be Spanish
guardships lying about the harbour, and therefore did
their best to keep close to them all night, putting their
own lights on Yor company, and occasionally firing guns
to announce their fortunate arrival. At day-dawn, they
discovercd their mistake ; and, though they had a vas
preponderance of force, they scparaied, and some of
them ran ashore as the only means of saving the vast
treasures with which they were freighted. A fresh gale,
blowing hard from the north-cast, had scatiered the
Eunglish squadron, dnd only the Speakes, the Plymouti,
and the Bridgwater were at first sufliciently near the
galleons to chgage with them. Stayfer naturally made
for the flag-ship of the Spaniard; but finding that it
was onc of the weakest in the flect, and suspecting that
the flag was raised o that vessel merely to deccive and
draw off an encthy from the gold and silver galleous, le
let her go, and shé succeeded in making her cscape witls
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her Lisbon prize into Cadiz. The battle raged between
the other vedels for six hours. From the walls and towers
of Cadiz the Spaniards could sec every turn of the en-
gagement ; {wo of their galleons wére on fire at the same
moment ; two others of their ships went down to rise
no more. Aficr defending his charge with heroic walour,
their Vicc-admiral was overpowered, his vessel, on fire in
several places, was hastily rifled by the conquerors of its
gold and silver; the prisoners were removed to the
Speaker, and it was then left to fill and sink. In this
gallcon went down the unfortunate Vjceroy of Lima,
with his wife and daughter. The Plymouth chasedeonc
-of the traders to the shore, where she ran aground near
Cape Degar ; but it appeared by thoe statement of pri-
soners taken that she had no silver on board. The gal-
leon of the Rear-admiral was taken, a prize of very yreat
value. “The ship we took,” says Stayner in®his letter
to Blake, “is worth all the rest of the flect.” Tt was a
royal galleon of about 300 tous burthen with 350 men
on board when she struck her colours, and contained
two million pieces of eight. Two otfier prizes were
afterwards picked up; and of the 'cight vesscls only
two cscaped eapture or destruction. The money lost
amounted to nine million picces of cight. The loss in
men on the English side was very slight; but several of
the frigates were much damaged, cspecwh\' the Speaker,
which had borne the chicf brunt of the battle.

Among the prisoners taken was the young Marquis
de Badajoz, son of the Viceroy of Lima, whose melan-
choly and romantic story at once becamd a theme for
pocts and tale-tellers. Ilis father was born a few leagucs
hnm Madrid, of a noble but reduced family of pure
1Mdalgo blood. In carly life his rgyal master made him
Governor of Chili, in South America; aflerwards he was

translated to the V|cc-r0yx\1ty of an, which countr. he
T2
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governed fourteen years; but his period of office being
completed, his family grown up to youth, histown labours
rewarded with wealth and honours, he embarked in the
vice-admiral with his' lady, his four sons, and his threc
daughters—two of them affianced brides, onc to a son
of the«great Duke of Medina Ceeli, the other to Don
Juan de- Joyas, Rear-admiral of the fleet, and now
Stayner’s prisoncr. When the flames began to spread
in the galleon, the marchioness and one of her daughters
swooning with heat and fear fell on their faces and were
scorched to death. One of the boys also fell a victim
to the fire. The marquis might have escaped unhurt,
but secing the blackened bodies of his companions where
they lay, he rushed towards them, threw his arms about
his wife, and died in the embrace. The young marquis,
his brothers, and sisters, were taved by the English
boarders dnd carried to the Speaker, where they were
treated with compassion even by the rude sailors.
The eldest boy afterwards became quite o favourite
with the two commanders: “ He is a most pregnant,
ingenious, and learned youth as T ever met with,” said
Montagu, “and his story is the saddest that cver 1
heard of or read of to my remembrance.”” The whol:
fortune of the family, consisting of 800,000 picces of
cight, was on board the vice-admiral; much of it wax
plundered by the boarders, and the rest weni down wilh
the wreck.

Cromwell had already desired one of the Generals to
return home for a short time, to consult with the Board
of Admiralty on the state of the fleet and on the general
conduct of the war; and he had named Montagu for
this purpose, as his absence would be least severcly fc)t.
Blake was desired, if ¢he plan met with his approval, to
make a selection from the squadron under his command
of such good snilers as would be best likely to stand the
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wear of a winter campaign, and with these vessels keep
guard beforcthe harbour of Cadiz, and utterlj destroy
its commeree.  He thereupon removed the red cross of
the Commonwealth to the mast of the Swiftsure ; and
collecting all Stayner’s prizes with the other ships
intended for home, he took farewell of. his colleagne,
committing him to the mercies of God and the good-will
of his countrymen. England soon rang with the new
glories of its great scamen, Poems, plaudits and rowards
met the victorious Montagu. A knighthood was resorved
for Stayner. The bullion which he had captured was
landed at Portstuouth, and some eight-and-thirty wagons,
atlended by chosen picquels of soldiers earried it trium-
phantly through the western towns to' London, where it
was paraded through the City, and then immediately
carried to the Tower ahd coined into English money.
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CHAPTER \.
SANTA CRUZ

yrayNER's brilliant success against the first division
of the Silver Flects which had fallen in the way of an
English squadron,’cencouraged Blake in the idea that by
remaining at sea all winter, he might be able to strike
such a blow at the naval power of' Spain, as would shake
that empire. The Mexican gallcons had been disposed
of by his licutenant ; those of Peru, known to be still
more richly laden with gold, silver, pearls and precious
stones, were on their way to Spain.  Could he only keep
ihe mouth of the (‘arracas closed, so as to prevent any
caraval going out to warn them of their danger, it was
not unlikely that they would follow in the track of the
former fleet, and full into his hands. DBut this advan-
iage was ouly to be gained by a winter at sea: and in
such a sea, with a flect in the worst condition, and in
his state of increasing bodily infirmity ! The best of the
great ships had gone home with ihe Naseby, Cromwell
belicving from all past naval experience that it would be
impossible for them to ride through the storms of
December and January on that dangeroug coast: what
rcmained as the Cadiz blockading squadron were abeut
twenty frigates, with“the Swiftsure, a vessel ol 898 tons
burden, earrying 380 men and 64 guns, as admiral.  Yet
the duties were numerous and, of different kinds which
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this flect of frigates was expected to perform. Simply
1o keep the® rens would have been no casy task; but
Blake was cxpected to hold the whole southern coasi
of Spain in a state of siege, - -t0 close the Straits of
(iibraltar against the encmy,—to intercept the Silver
Tleets should they arrive,—to prevent the comnidg in of
oak, hemp, tar, and other malerials for ship-building
from the north of Furope,—to entice oul and then fight
with ihe war-galleons known to be fitting up in Cadi
by the merchants of Seville for the detence of their pro-
perty,-to cut off all communication sover sea belween
Spain and Flanders,—to harass and destroy the enemy’s
trade, particularly that of their colonies and settlements
in America,—to watch and check th® movements of the
Barbary corsairs,—and finally, to protect the interesis
of En«hsh commered with Port ugal and the Strails of
Gibraltar, then [iercely menaced by Biscayan and other
Spanish privateers. ,

The Commonwealth expeeted full and daring serviee
from its officers. But however much was hoped in
Englaud from the Admiral’'s geniys and good-fortune,
the wonders of this winler eruise and the brilliant ac-
tion with which it closed in the carly spring at Santa
Cruz surpassed every expectation. I'or the first few
“weeks, the Spaniards aftected to laugh at 2 madman who
could dream of riding in thate tempestuous ocean for
a whole winter. Nevertheless, October and November
passed away; and though daily storms seattered the
squadron, carrying some of the frigates, to the African
ports, others into the Straits, and pow and then an
unfortunate vessel as fur as Cape St. Vincent, the bay
was never free from the enemy: and after a duy or two
ol deeent weather, the fleet wasefound riding in all ity
strength across the entrance to Cadiz.  Opinion then
worked gradually round.  The citizens began to fear
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that nature would probably not fight their battle as
effectually as they had hoped. If the Ameridun fleet was
to come in, other mecans of defence must be considered.
Some rich merchants at last offered to fit out a powerful
squadron. At their expense eight royal gallcons were
prepaved ; gung were put on board twelve traders of
heavy burden; and a solemmn appeal was made to the
chivalry of Spain to go on board the relief squadron as
volunteers, and in that capacity make one grand eflort
to dislodge the cnemy from his insulting position.
Much was expected from this appeal; several spirited
gentlemen offered their services, and the agents talked
in heroic measures of their intended feats :—but for
some reason not kaown to the English, the squadron
did not venture outside the passage, and Blake continued
master at sea.  About mid-winter! De Ruiter anchored
off 1he bar' of San Luear with nine or ten Dutch men-
of-war; and the opipion currcnt in diplomatic cireles in
the south of Europe. was, that he intended opeunly to
juin the ﬁpauimds against England. European diplo-
macy was pmhubly well acquuninted with the socret
leanings of the Statcs-General ; but il erred in assuming
that they would have the courage to declare ‘their pre-
forence, and take upon themselves the consequences of
their friendship for Spain. They rather ¢hose to work
for her in secret. Under false flags and with forged
papers they from time to time carried succours to Cadiz
and San Lucar; in the name of the Genoese they built
and equipped in their dockyards as many frigates and
men-of-war as would have formed a powerful fleet;;
and indeed at that very moment they had six magni-
ficent ships, of from sixty to seventy guus each, qu
the stocks ncarly fintshed. But De Rniter carefully
abstained from any offence against the red cross. He
made o show of the profoundest respect for Blake
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personally, and sailed away into the Mediterranean, as
he pretendell on a voyage against the pirates of Algiers
and Tripoli.

The English were compelled to rule the Barbary
powers with a rod of iron. A few months ago the
Admiral had paid his promised visit to Salee, when he
«wnmoned the formidable rovers of that port to a con-
sultation; but as the barbarians .lid not for the space
of iwo days comply with his request, he drove iwo of
their fleetest vessels on the rocks and broke them into
fragments, threatening to deal in like manner with their
entive fleet if they persisted in their rcfusal to dreat
with him according to the usages of nations. The Prince
of Sale¢ had already learned by the exumple of Tunis
that Blake never threatened in vain, and on receiving
this peremptory intiation he scnt an agoeut to the
Nuaschy.  The sudden recal of the fleet towards the
Bay of Cadiz, in expectation of ﬂlQ Gilver Fleet, had
prevented the formal conclusion of a treaty; but the
rovers became morc guarded from that time in their
interference with English merchants. Farly in Februarvy
aviolent storm in the Bay of Cadiz drovo the blockadmg
fleet towards the Straits, and the heavy gales increasing,
Blake ran into Tetuan, a Morocco port jusl within the
Straits, for shelter; and as some questions had arisen
between him and tho Dey of Adgiers, vre he returned
to Cadiz, he ran along the coast to that city, paid the
Dey a flying visit, and arranged all his dificulties
without having to fire a single shot. The aftair of
Porto Ferino had relieved him from the nccessity of
any more fighting with the pirates. In passing Tan-
gigr, then a scttlement of the Portuguese, he found it
closely invested by the Moors, ®and so severely dis-
tressed as to be not unlikely to fall®into their hanils.
In the high spirit of Christian chivalry he detached a
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part of his flect to relieve the garrison, lm‘ak the De-
siegers’ lines and support the interests of tho new King
of Portugal, Alphonso VI., on those shores:—a service
which had the happy efiect of saving the town and
drawing still closer the bonds of friendship established
by his neans between Tondon and Lisbon.

Discontents arose and multiplied in Spain. The loss
of one Silver Fleet and the long delay of another ren-
dered money scarce, crippling both public and private
means. New taxes had to be imposed.  Voluntary gifts
and loans were tricd,—and many Ilidalgo families stript
theitisclves of pari of their ancient wealth 1o uphold the
glory of their King. The Church also contributed its
blessing and its money towards the support of a war
agaiust heretics. But these donations went a short
way towards mecting the enormbus expenditure; and
in its hour of need government was compelled to exact
u fifth part of the,estates, stock and property of cvery
merehant in the ewpire. Thousands were rained by
this sweeping measure. Trade almost ccased. The
Spanish dollar rose in value; debts were left unpaid;
and many of the most princely residents of (adiz and
Seville were broken in their fortunes. Tn England
the splendour of victory, the humiliation of a haunghty
foe, and the sight of wagons filled with captured guld
and silver, helped to smstain ihe popularity of the war;
but the trading intercsts sffered severely from the
corsairs of Brest and the Bay of Biscay. The amount
of monoy taken from the encmy:was slight when com-
pared with the losses of private persons, Few indecd
gained by the war except the “privateers of the two
nations, and that band of lawless adventurers w/io
plundered peaceful vraders under cover of any flag
which it suiled ti'em for tho moment to unfurl.

Nothing cxcites more wonder and admiration than
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the poverly of means with which this bold wateh and
suard was*maintained. Tardly a single ship was sca-
worthy. The TFairfax, the Worgester, the Plymouth,
the Neweastle, the Foresight, were J all seriously damaged,
Some were short of a mast, others had no powder; all
were in wantb of spars, canvass, hemp and stores.® Worst
of all, sickness had carried ofl' the ablest scamen of the
fleet; and more than one of the frigates had not sufficient
hands for the ordinary working service, much less for
war. On the 11th of March, 1657, Blake wriles from
before Cadiz to the Admiralty: ..

“Qur fleet at present, by reason of a long contintiance
abroad,.are grown so foul, that if’ a flect outward bound
should design to avoid us, few of our’ships would be able
to follow them up. I have acquainted you often with
my thoughts of keepihg out those ships so lopg, whereby
they are not only rendered in a great measure unservice-
able, but withal exposed to despernhe nazards: wherein,
though the Lord hath most woundertully aund mercitully
preserved us hitherto, I know no rule t¢ tempt Him, and
therefore again mind you of it, that,if any such accident
should for the future happen to the damage of his 1ligh-
ness and the natien—which God forbid—the blame may
not be at our doors, for we account it a great merey that
the Lord hath not given them | the Spaniards] the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of these our dawages. Truly
our fleet is gencrally in that condition, that it troubles
me to think what the consequence may prove if such
another storm, as we have had three pr four lately,
should overtake us before we have time and opportunity
a little to repair. Our number of men is lesscned
through doath and sickness, occasioned partly through
the badness of victuals and the lohg continuance of poor
men at sea. The captain of the Fhirfux tells m~, in
particular, that they aro, forced to call all their company
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on deck whenever they go to tack. Therefore (I) desire
that, if you intend us to stay out this suminer, or any
cousiderable part thereof, that you \v1ll forthwith send
us a sufficient supply of able senmen.’

But Cromwell was too busy with his own schemes to
think of the brave men who were fighting the battles of
their country on a distant station. No succours were
sent out; uething but apologies and excuses.  The
Lords of Admiralty said they were sorry to hear of his
illness ; sorry also to hear of the wretched state of his
ships ; but they <could not promise him any bmmediate
aid, because the Lord Protector’s time was completely
taken up with Parliamentary intrigues, the great ques-
tion of Kingship being then under consideration. Tho
events of the next few days, however, put an end to the
tasks which held the sick Admiral a sort of prisouer in
those waters. Letters of intelligence came to hand an-
nouncing that the gecond Silver Tleet, consisting of six
royal gallcons and sixtcen other great ships, was on its
way towards Europe; but that having heard of the
former disaster, and learning that the enemy was still in
force before the Bay ol Cadiz, it had run for safety
into harbour in one of the Canary Islands. At first this
news was of a doubtful nature; perhaps an invention of
the Spaniards to draw him from his post; certainly it
was too vague a report «to justify a run with his whole
squadron into a latitude so remote ; but several hands,
unknown to each other, furnished Blake with the samo
intclligence, and his habitual caution at last admitted
that there were grounds for trusting to the general
accuracy of his information. - Finding that the flcet
already prepared for sca, did not venture forth, Le
arranged his plans, called in his cruisers, and on the
13th of April set €ail with his whole force, now recruited
to twenty-five ships and frigates, for those islands. Don
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Diego Diagucs, the Spanish Admiral at Sania Cruz, had
news of Blke’sintended movement, and he made instant
preparations to give the ansm]ants a warm reception
should they venture to attack his fleet. The port of
Sauta Cruz was then ono of the strongest naval posi-
tions in the world. The harbour, shaped like £ horse-
shoe, was defended at the north side of the entrance by
a regular castle, mounted with the heaviestsordnance and
well garrisoned; aloug {he inner line of the Bay seven
powerful forts were disposed; and connecting thesc
forts with each other and with the castle was a line of
earthworks, which served to cover the gunners® and
musketeers from the dirc of an enemy. Nufficiently
formidable of themsclves to appal lhe stoutest heart,
these works were now strengthened by tho whole force
of the Silver Fleet. *T'he precious metals, pearls, and
jewels were carried on shore into the town; but the
usual freightage, hides, sugar, spiges, and cochineal,
remained on board, Don Diego ‘having no fears for
their safety. The royal galleons were then stationed
on each side the narrow entrance of the Bay; their
anchors dropped out, and their broadsides turned towards
the sca. The other armed vessels were moored in a
semicircle round the inner line, with openings between
them so as to allow full play to the batteries on shore
in-case of nccessity. Large bodies of 1ausketeers were
placed on the earthworks uniting the more solid fortifi-
cations ; ond in this admirable arrangement of his means
of resistance Diagues waited with confidence the appear-
ance of his English assailants.

On the evening of Saturday, April 18th, the foremost
of, the English frigates sighted what they believed to be
the nearest point of iand in the Cahary Islands; but the
weather was extremely thick and hazy, and it was noon-
on Sunday before they, were certain of their exact
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bearings. This cirecumstance afforded Diego timely warn-
ing of their approach. Next morning, Montay, the red
cross of the Commonwealth was descried at daybreak
from the royal galleons ; the fléct appearing about three
leagues distant, under crowded sail and bearing in before
a stifl’ ‘oreeze. A Dutch captain, who had seen some-
thing of the late war, happened to be lying al that
moment in the Santa Cruz roadstead with his vessel;
when he saw the Sea-General’s pennon floating on the
wind, and the frigates in advance making direct for the
harbour, he felt they were bent on mischief, and anxious
to avoid any portion of the hard knocks likely to be
given in the coming fray, he wenf to the Spanish Admi-
ral and asked permission to retire. IDiagues smiled at
his fears. Why, his naval force alone was almost equal
to the Fnglish. The royal galleons were mounted with
the finest brass ordnance in the world. Their broadsides
would oppose a living wall of fire against assanlt. With
his castles, batterics; and carthworks, his powerful and
spirited garrison, his double line ot war-ships, he con-
sidered, and not’ unreasonably considered, that his posi-
tion was impregnable. The Dutchman shook his head :
“ For all this,” he said, “ I am very sure that Blake will
goon be in among you.”—* Well,” replied the haughty
Spaniard, “ go, if you will; and let Blake come if he
dare.”’—The Dutchmanercturned to his ship, hoisted sail,
and eseaped the destruction which awaited every vessel
afloat within the Bay of Santa Cruz that fatal morning.
As soon as day dawned on the English fleet, a frigatc,
which had been sent forward in the night for that pur-
pose, signalled to the Swiftsure the welcome intelligence
that the whole body of the Silver Tlcet lay at anchor
within the harbour. {Thereupon Blake roused from Bis
sick-bed by the pruspecet of action, ealled a council of war,”
stated the casc in a few briet and pregnant words, and
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.cnded with a proposal to ride into the port and atiack
the encmy¥in his formidable position. The shape of
the harbour, the situation of the great castle, and the
dircetion of the wind—then blowing steadily landwards
—made it uscless to think of bringing off the royal
galleons. Tt only remained therefore to destrdy them
where they stood, with their threatening broadsides
pointing towards the English ships. Many thought
this scheme would be cqu.llly impossible to carry out;
but the captains who had ferved in the attack on Porto
Ferino had no doubt of the bold couception of their
general being  brilliantly executed. At least ite was
resolved to make the attempt. Between six and seven
o’clock, a solemn prayer was offeril 1o the Disposer
of cvents: no oath, no irreverent ribaldry was ever
heard on board that fleet ; no rum or bl'audy was givell
out on the eve of battle; but every man on tliose ballant
ships knelt down llumbly, and in that fervent spirit
which was in all trials and temptations the Roundheads’
sustaining five, asked the God of buttlcs to bless His
people, and put forth ITis right arm in support of the
good canse. At seven all was 1eady——the sailors had
breukfasted and prayed. A division of the best-cquipped
and most powerful ships was then drawn off and sent
forward under the gallant Stayner {o attack the royal
gallcons and forece an entrance imto the hachour; Biake
reserving to himself the task of silencing the castles
and batteries onland. Stayner’s old frigate, the Speaker,
now hearing his pennon as Vice-adwiral, led the van of
this attacking squadron right at the entranc., uu "ecked
by the tremendous bloadwdes of the galleons and regard-
legs of the terrific flanking fire from the castle and
batterics. In a space of timo admost ineredibly short
he had passed the outer defences and 8stablished hin sc1f
near the royal galleons, in the centre of a huge sewi-
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circle of shot. Blake instanily followed with the re-
mainder of his fleet, and covering Stayner’t flank with
Lis frigates, 8o as to leave him free to fight the great
ships withont mtorruptwn from the batterics on shore,
he commenced a furious cannonade on the wlhiole line of
defences, and especially against the ecastle. The Spa-
niards fbught throughout the day with desperate valour,
and for somerhours the old peak of Teneriffe witnessed
a scene which might almost be compared with one of its
own stupendous outbursts. The Spanish musketeers
kept up a destenvtive five from behind the covered way.
Yot "in spite of the highest courage, unanimity and
conduct on the side of the defence, the cannonade
along the carthworks gradually slackened. One by one
the batteirics ceased to answer. Before twelve o’clock
Blake was, able to leave the completion of this part of
his task to a few well-stationed {frigates, while he Lurned
with the main body: to the assistance of Stayner, engaged
for four hours in an unequal contest with galleons of
greatly superior, force in men and guns.  Diagucs made
heroie efforts to recover his failing ground; but it was
now too late 1o turn the tide of victory. By two o’cloch
the battle was won. Two of the Spanish ships had gone
down, and every other vessel in the harbour, whether
royal galleon, ship-of-war, or trader, was in flames. Miles
and miles round the scene of action, the lurid and fatal
lights could be seen, throbbing and burning against the
dull sky. The fire had done its wark swiftly and awfully.
Not a sail, not; a single spar was’ I above water. The
charred keels floated *ither am er. Some of them
filled and sank. Others were upon the strand.
Herc and there the stump of a “burnt mast projected
from the surface; but ' not a single ship—not a single
cargo—escaped destructlon. All went down together in
the tremendous calamity.
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Their victory conrplete, the next care of the English
was lo get #way safcly from the Bay, as the great guns
of the castle at its cntrance, supplied with fresh gunners,
lkept up a deadly fire. Blake’s plan, wheu he stood with
a strong breeze into Sauta Cruz, scems to have been to
fight and destroy the Spanish galleons, fisst silending ay
many of the land-batterics as might be necessary to that
end, aud then to retire with his fleet from, the harbour
at the cbb-tide : but just as the devouring flames had
got safe hold of the Spaniards’ hulls, ensuring the com-
plete destruction of their ships, the wind began to veer
u little towards the south-west-—a change, as the plous
sailors remarked, which had not been known to oceur on
that coant for many years—and by skilful management
the whole squadron came out of the Bay with onc
slight accident, the str¥king of a frigate on an unknown
rock. But she got ofl withoul scrious damage; and by
seven o’clock in the evening all the ghips were out in
the Bay beyond gun-range. The loss of the Spaniards
was immense. The finest part of their Silver Ileet was
utterly aumihilated: ships, guns, equipments, cargoes,
all were gone. Considering the many disadvantages
under which they had fought, the losses of the English
were comparatively unimportant. Not a single ship was
missing ab the muster; but several frigates, particularly
the Speaker, were rendered unfd for fwrther service.
The slain amounted to no more than 50; the wounded
were about 1560 in number.

Perhaps no naval action has ever been more warmly
admired and more curiously criticised than this attack °
on Santa Cruz. “Of all the desperate atlempts,” says
roy;n.liat Heath, “that were ever made in the world
against an enemy by sea, this of themoble Blake’s is not’
inferior to any.”’—“The whole action,® writes Claren-

don, “was so mimcu]ous,.that all men who knew the
v
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place concluded that no sober man; with what courage
soever endued, would ever undertake it whilst tho
Spaniards comforted themselves with the belief that they
were devils and nof men who had destroyed them in
such a manner. And it can hardly be imagined how
small* loss the English sustained in this unparalleled
action; no one ship being left behind, and the killed and
wounded npt exceeding two hundred men, when the
slaughter on board the »Spamsh ships and on the shore
was incredible.” On the other side, it has been alleged
by Sir Philip Warwick and later writers, that when
Blake stood into the Bay of Santa Cruz there was no
reasonable probability that the wind would change
when the work of destruction was eflected ; that had
it n6t changed, the squadron would have been wind-
bound within reach of the great artillery of the castle
for an indefinite period; that, in short, nothing less
than the uncxpeced turn of wind could have saved the
fleet which his rashness had placed in such imminent
peril.

To these cntlusma. it would probably be a suflicient
answer to say, that during his whole naval carcer the
great Admiral never made a serious mistake: cven his
uncqual and disastrous encounter with Tromp in tho
Downs was defensible on political and naval grounds.
‘The best proof, howeter, that he could bring his flect out
of the harbour when its work was done, is the facl that
he did bring it out; had it appeared to him desirable
for the ships to remain at anchor under the castle-guns
there is no' reason to believe that they would have
been unable 1o hold their position. Masters of the
harbour for twelve hours, it. would have been easy lo
remain masters forc twelve days. Nor is it clear that
the change of wind took plaee before the fleet quitted
the Bay — as accounts written on the spot represent
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that change as ocourring after the muster in the offing
—vwhen a peedy return to Spain, not an cscape from
Santa Cruz, figures as the great ob_]ect of providential
interposition.

Intelligence of this great naval exploit reached London
as Cromwell's second Parliament was drawing #s first
sescion o o close. The excitement was extreme. Popu-
lar ballads, in which Antichrist and the Inquisition were
treated with disdainful waggery, were sung at every
street-corner under the fantastic and picturesque gables
of old London. The Lord Protector gent his secretary
down to the Ilouse with the letter of details; and when
honourable members had heard the whole story from
Blake's own hand, they tendered hime the thanks of the
couniry for his eminent services, and voted five hundred
pounds for the purchuse of a jewel to be given him as
a mark of honour and respect. The House hartbok of
the liberal enthusiasm which filled the cities of London
and Westminster. The reprcsentati.ves gave one hun-
dred pounds to Captain Story, the messenger of such
vlorious news. They ordered a letter of thanks to be
written to ihe officers of the fleet” TFinally, they sct
apart an carly day for a solemn national thanksgiving.

Cromwell himself wrote to the dying General a letter
of Ahanks and congratulation :

»

Sir,~1I have reccived yours of the [20th April], and
thereby the account of the good success it hath pleased
1od to give you at the Canaries, in your attempt upon
the King of Spain’s ships in the Bay of Salta Cruz. The
mncrey therein to us and this C‘ommonwealth is very sig-
nal, both in the loss the enemy hath received, as also in
the preservation of our ships and myen, which indeed was
very wonderful, and according to theewonted goodniss

and loving-kindness of the Lord, wherowith Ilis people
v2
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hath been followed in all these late revolutions ; and call
for on our part, that we should fear before ¥im, and still
hope in His mercy. We cannot but take notice also,
how eminently it hatn pleased God to mako use of you
in this service, assisting you with wisdom in the con-
duet, and courpge in the execution; and have sent you
a small jewel, as a testimony of our own and the Parlia-
ment’s good acceptance of your carriage in this aetion.
‘We are also informed that the officers of the flect and
the seamen carried themselves with much honesty and
courage, and ‘we, arc considering of a way to shew our
accaoptance thercof. In the meantime we desire you to
return our hearty thanks and acknowledgments to them.
Thus besceching the Lord to continue His presence with
you, I remain your very aflectionate friend.” .
The favourable wind which brought the squadron
out of Sinta Cruz carricd it onee more at a steady
and rapid pace to the shores of Andalusia; but intelli-
gence of the terrible.disaster at the Canaries had already
reached the merchants of Cadiz, and new endeavours
were made to 'induce the States-General of Holland
to unite with Spain in a lcague against tho proud and
victorious islanders. Dutch statesmen, alarmed at the
cxtraordinary growth of English influence at sea, were
disposed to entertain the advances made to them by
their ancient and moxtal enemies; they expedited the
preparations of their flcet, and raised it to a force of
seventy sail. Cromwell’s ministers could obtain no
satisfactory explanation of the reasous for this armament
or of the service on which it was to be employed; and
as soon as the battle of Santa Cruz had disabled Spain
for sowe time, they wrote to inform Blake of their fears
and uncertainties, and to beg that he would return
with convenient ‘haste to.England. Warned of these
mtrigues with the States-General, the English frigates
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keptﬁtrxot wa.tch over the motions of the Dutch squadron
in those sems, and soon found that, while declining
to commit themselves to the hazqrds and expenses of
another naval war, the officers readily engaged them-
selves to hring into Cadiz and other porls the gold
and silver landed at Santa Cruz, by order’of Dou ])mgo
Diagues, before the late atlack.  Awarve of the contract,
Blake declared these Dutchmen lawtul przes; and in-
structed the captaing of his eruisers 1o chase, capture or
destroy them whenever found Wwith Spanish cargoes on
board., By these prompt measures sevetal of their ships
aud frigates were taken, laden in great part with old
and silver from that island.  One of these Dutch vessels
was reported to have a million picces of cight on board.
Anothvr of his caplures. the Ilying Fame of Ameler
dam, ran on shore near Sucbra, in order tq, save the
cargo; bul it was got off' again at full tide by the
English frigates : it had 448 Spaniarcs, passengers from
the Cunaries, on, board, besides a very valuable freight.
Remonstrances were of course made by the Ambassadors
of Holland agaiust this rigorous policy. But Blake had
little patience with the wiles and subterfuges of diplo-
macy. His object in those seas was to destroy the trado,
the resources, the fleets of Spain ; he considered its gold
and silver, its pearls and precious stonr. its spicos,
sugar, hides and cochineal lawful hrey; and in whatover
hottoms or under whatever flag he found these articles,
he believed his right to scize them indisputable. The
Dutchmen railed and spouted —but they kept the
peace.  From Norway to Barbary the echoes of Blake's
thunder had been heard. 'The wavering were confirmed
in dheir friendship for the Commonywealth ; States which -
had so far proudly held aloof evincéd the dosne to culti-
vate a closer alliance ; false friends suddenly grew cage”
and demonstrative in theiv civilitics. To use the emphatic
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words of our agent at Lisbon, the English were ¢ . ‘ery
where held in terror and honour.”

But the hero’s Jealth was now failing fasl. The
excitement of Sunia Cruz had fearfully augmented hiy
disorders ; his friends could see that he was nigh to
death! "Want: of rest, waut of fresh food and wholesome
wine, strain of hear! and of intellect, the {esier of an
unhealed weund, the wrack and waste of a cruise un-
exampled in activily and in success, had done their work
even on his vigorous constitution, 1le had gained his
vietory, but he *had sacrificed his life.  1le had only to
conie home and die. Few commanders have ever won
so entirely the love, devotion, adoration of their officers
and men. It was an arlicle of faith for the eaplains
to Dbelieve in his genius and fortune.  The common
sailors wquld have lt‘apt into the'sea, or rushed into the
cannon’s mouth, to gain a word of approbation from his
lips. But their hearts refused to believe that he who
had taught them to'fight in fire an¢ in water, who had
courted death in plague, in tempest, and in battle, wag
now dying in the midst of viectory. For himself, he
knew that his work was nearly finished. And he was
most anxious, if God were willing, to go home, and
dic in his native town. Ile had his country’s cypress
permission to return should he think it useful fu 1he
service; but it lay oh his conscience to perform one
other task before he quitted for ever the seas in which
he had kept his glorious watch, He felt bound to pay
a second visit to Salce, and compel the Moorish corsairs
to restore the Christ:in captives to their freedom, and
enter into a treaty of peace with England. This visit
to Salec was his last, and, in the opinion of gextle
hearts, his most 1llu§tmnus action. An accident had
formerly d(-feat(,g hl.s attempt to exact reparation from
these formidable pirates for the injuries inflicted by
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th& on Tnglish tommeree; before he finally quitted
the southeﬁl waters, he considered it a sacred duty to
return fo Salee and complete tho negocialions then
suddenly interrupted. :

Unlike the l)ll.'J,t(‘H of Tuniy, Trnpoll and Algiers, who
went out {0 soa in the largest elass of war-ships, the Moors
of Salee, a town forming part of the dominions of the
Emperor of Fez and Moroeco, made their, excursions in
small but well-buill and extremely fast-sailing vessels;
the bar of the river on whicl™lcir town was built not
affording, cven in good weather, more than a depth of
ten or twelve feet of water. | After a short prevaleace of
south-west windx, a strong swell of sca always broke on
the bar, rendering il impassable for traft of any but the
smallest size ; so tlmt in winter the pirates were usun]ly
compelled to Iw still! But with the approach of spring,
they would set out in their powerful little Imgatc scour
the European waters as far as the Bay of Biscay, and the
Sardinian sea, rifling unarmed traders, and even making
oceasional descents on the coasts of Npain and Italy in
scarch of spoil and prisoners. On his sccond visit to
this nest of corsairs, Blake succeeded, without firing a gun,
or shedding a drop of blood, in bringing the Moorish
Prince to reason :—he bad conquered the vove r« of Salee

“al Santa Cruz.  The very day on which his frigates
appearcd off the bar, the Moers accep.ed his terms;
and in less than a week he departed for the noith, having
taken on board supplics of fresh water, cleared the whole
body of Christian captives, and made peace with the
pirates.

This erowning act of a virtuous and honourable life
sccomplished, the dying Admiral turned his thoughts
anxionsly towards the green h#lls of his native land.
The letter of Cromwell, the thanks®of Parliament, the
Jewelled ring sent ig),him by an admiring eountry,—
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all reached him together out at sear These toke of
grateful remembrance caused him a profouhd emotion.
‘Without after-thought, without sclfish impulse,-he had
served the Commontealth, day and night, earnestly,
anxiously, and with rave devotion. Tuglaud was grateful
to her lero.  With the letter of thanks from Cromwell,
a new set of instructions arvrived, which allowed him to
veturn with part of his fleet, leaving o squadron of some
fifteen or twenty frigates to ride before the Bay ot Cadiz
and intercept it~ fraders with their usual deference to
his judgment and experience, the Protector and Board
of Admiralty lett the appointment to the comuuand en-
tively with him; and as his gallant friend Stayner was
gone to Hnglaud, where he reecived a knighthood and
other well-won honours from the Govermment, he raised
Captain Stoaks, the hero of Port¢ Ferino, and a com-
mander” of Tare promise, to the responsible position of
his Vice-admiral in the Spunish seas.

Hoisting his peunon on his old  Hag-ship the S{.
George, Blake saw for the last time the spires and cu-
polas, the masts find towers, hefore which he had kept
his long and victoriou vigils. When he put in for fresh
water at Caseacs road he was very weak. “I bescech
God to strengthen him,” was the fervent prayer of the
English Resident at Lishon, as he departed on the homes
ward voyage. While tha ships rolled through the tem-
pestuous waters of the Bay of Biscay, he grew every day
worse and worse, Some gleams of the old spirit broke
forth as he approached the latitude of England. He
inquired often and anxionsly if the white cliffs were yet
in sight. "Hc longed {o behold once more the swelling
downs, the free cities, the goodly churches of his nativg,
land. But he was nows dying beyond all doubt. Many
of his favourite offiecrs silently and mournfully ctowded
round his bed, anxious to catch the last tones of a voice
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\\’h had so oftén called them to glory and victory.
=(¢hers stodd at the poop and forccastle, cagerly examin-
ing every speck and line on the harizon, in hope of being
first to catch the welecome glimpse of land.  Though
they were coming Lome crowned with l’mrc]s gloom
and pain were in every face. At last the Lizard was
amnounced.  Shortly alterwards the bold ¢lifls and bare
s of Cornwall Jovmed oul grandly insthe distance.
But it was now too late for the dying salor. 1le had
seut for the eaplains and Sillor oreat oflicers of his
fleet {o bid them farvewell; and whilesihey were yet i
his eabin, the undulating hills of Devonshire, gléwing
with the tints of carly antumn, came fuli inview,  As
the slups rvounded Rame Head, the gpives amd masts
of Plymonth, the wooded hwights of Mount Filge-
combe, the low island of Si. Nicholas, the mcl\y,\tcolm
at the Hoe, Mount Batten, the eitadel, the many pic-
turesque and  familiar  features of that  maguificent
harbour rose oue by one to sight. * But the eyes which
had yearned to behgld this seene onge more were ab
that very instant clusing in death, Foremost of the
vietorious squadron, the St. George rode with its pre-
cious hurden into the Sound ; and just as it came within
view ol the eager thousands crowding the beacl, the
Pivr-heads, the walls of the citadel, or dr vy in count-
less boats over the smooth waters hetween Su. Nicholas
and the docks, ready to catch the first glimpse of the
hero of Santa Cruz, and salute him with o truc English
welcome,—he, in his silent. eabin, in the midst of his
lion-hearted comrades, now gobbing like little children,
yielded up his soul to God.

#'he mournful news soon spread through the fleet and.
in the town. The melancholy entﬁuﬂmsm of the peopla -
knew no beunds, and the national love and admiration
expressed itself in the salemn splendour of his funeral
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rites. The day of his death the corpse was lofﬂ"fm-
touched in its cabin, as something sncrccf but nowi
morning skilful embajmers were employed to open it ;
and, in presence of all the great officers of the flect :md
port, the bowels were taken out and placed in an urn, to
be buried in the great chuveh in Plymouth. The body,
embalmed and wrapt in Tead, was then put on board
again and catried round Dby sea to Gireenwich, wheve it
lay in state several days, on the spot sinee consceraled
to the noblest hospital {ir seamen in the world.  On the
“tth of September a solemn procession was formed on
the river. The corpse was placed on a slate barge,’
covered with black velvet, and adorned with pencils and
escutchcons.  Trumpeters in state barges, which bore
his pennons, and other harges, carvying the great banners
of the: Adniralty and the Commonwealth ; others again
bearing the sword and target, the mantle, crest and
helmet, preceded thie body. Humphrey and all his other
brothers, all the nephews, and othcr members of his
family, togethen with the scerelavies and servants at-
tached to his imwediate household, dressed in the deepest
mourning, followed. After them came the Protector’s
Privy Council in their state harge, the Lords of-the
Admiralty and Navy, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of
the City of Tondon, the Admirals, Viee-admirals and
Captains of his fleet, the Field Ofticers of the army, and
a vast procession of civil notables.

In this order they moved slowly up the river from
Greenwich to. Westminster, where they were received by
a military guard aud goected with salvoes of artillery. At
the stairs, the heralds re-formed the procession, which
then marched slowly through Palace-yard to the vencrakle
Abbey A new vaulé had been made for Blake’s remains
in Henry the Semth’s chapel, and close to that of the

.great ‘Tudor“ﬁiqnarc”h and they weére lowered into it
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aYMIsL the fears and prayers of a grateful and admiring

won.  Bther heroes of the Commonwealth had been
already buried within those regal,precinets ; and on every
sich oceasion loyal tongues had not feared to accuse the
ngw rulers with upstart and mdecent pride. ; But no
voice was rased agamst the mitcement there of the con-

Leror of Tromp, the haro of Tuns and Sinta Crue, the
Iiberator of Chustian slaves  Thus dllustrous man almost
escaped the common lot of;j'mtnms, and perhaps no
one ever played so eonspicudis 1 part in the drama of
history who was followed by less cnvd, hatred, and other
uncharitableness  Porsonal foes he ~cems not 1o have
hnown ; and the hitteicst enemies of Tus pohitieal ereed
spohe of what they decmed hes crrors more m sorrow
than m anger  Wlhon the mmposmg ceremonnil was
closed, a stone slab was lad on the vault,- -and they lett
hum in the old \bhey, with no other monument than that
of hus muperishablc 1enown, .

To thar efcrual infamy, the Stuatts afterwards dis-
turbed the hero’s gyauve  Blahe had epposed the King’s
rial  Ile had diapproved the wourpation. When be
foand the sword prevail agamst law and right, he aban-
doned politics, e Sydney, Vane, and others of his
llustrious compeers, gnmg up his ecmus to the service

“of Tus country azamst its fm‘emu ey Surely after
a life of the mosl cmment sV~ the wies of such a
man might have been allowdd to rest in peace! The
llouse of Lords, m thew seal for the restored family,
gave orders that the bodies of (romwell, Ireton, and
Bradshawe should be dug out of ther graves  But even
these sealots did not ihink i1t decent to molest the re-
#nnins of Blake. That infamy was reserved for Charles
himself. In cold hlood, ncarly seveuteen months after
his landing at Dover from the deck of the Naseby, a
command was issued by this prince to tear open the
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“anobtrusive vault, drag out the embahned body, and st
it into a pit in the Abbey yard, Good men lookw*
aghast. But what could the paramour of Tucy Wallers,
Barbara Palmer, Katc Peg, and Mol' Davies, know of
the virtyes of the illustiion. sado? What sympatb)
could a royal speéndthritt hnve with the mar who afc
a lifo of great employmcnts and th> capture of nulhions
died no richer than he wishorn  Tlow cotld the prince
who sold Dunhurk and bepgid a poaos w Vo alles
respect a man who Tod hambled vin v 1o b radd,
Portugal, uid Spuh wuo b THidthe Hundauon ot our

influenee m the Moditennncwe andl v sht years of
suecess had made Bnebmd the vyt e power
Burope ?

A hole was dug, ucn tha Tl dage of en ot the pre-
bendaries of W (~tminser w1 thor muns of Crom-
well’s mother, ot the  cale Lialy Chiypole wnd ot stardy
John Pym, wore cast' o the sam it with the asnes of

Robert Blake.
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